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Is Victory Eamed or a Gift »

An Answer to a Question in “Notes

oh Open Letters” in The Sun-
day School Times,

VERY saved child of God at one
time or another longs for victory
over sin. Yet many such chii-

dren of God have sadly glven up hope
of having in this world a complete
victory, mistakenly Supposing that
that blessing is only for the life after

this. They do not know how simple,
and how immediately available, is the
vietory for which they are not daring
to hope. It ig right at hand, in Christ,
for all who Jet him undeceive them as
ta the lie which Satan has told them,
and who will receive the victorious
lite as the outright, supernatural gire
of God.

An earnest Christian expresses
What are more or less the thoughts of
many on this subject. He writes with
hearty appreciation, yet with frankly
expressed positivene:

Under the heading, “Victory Christ's

Waork, Not Ours,” you state:
“Christ is living the
0- 3 s

L effort
mothing to do with the saly.
you bave In Chriet

Can this be true?

, why should

ahy One make the effort so much as to
accopt Christ as Ins S let alone
otriving to put vut of his

at he ki

lovable? If Christ does 5 a0
Mmuch as the effort sven to bellove that
be is the Saviour?

han Any one
by saying that Christ’ sayes om  he
wi less of whether they want to

be saved or not, or YOu are preaching
the zompel of universal vation.

1 have no hesitancy In saying 1 do
believe In your pasition, "My entire

the effort to be a chiM of God through
{hrist, and desired 1t and agonized that
1 might be saved, kdo not belleve that [
#hould ever have had
being saved by him, but probabiy

would have gone on as a melfish and elf
Seeking man of the world, and paid less
find less attontion to his €laima upon my
lite. ‘Therefore I claim that Christ plus
my orts won the viotory,—either futile
without the other.

1 believe that the victorious Iite which

P o orrespondent writes about iy

rought about by the continuous desire
and effort to gain It, and that it will not
§ome without that desire and that effort
I realise, of course, that NO man can save
bimself, ‘but T belleve that God expects
Svery man to do his part toward  that
salvation,

It is true that God can save no man
unless that man does his part toward
salvation. But what is man’s part? It
1s to receive the salvation that God
offers him in Christ, The Sunday
School Times is not preaching Unjver-
salism, It believes that the whole
Measage of the Bible rehukes that
mistake. God forces salvation on no
one; and God has revealed to us in

Word that many reject salvation,
r wills are free to act; their action
13 the accepting or the rejecting of the
“free gift of God | . eternal life
In Christ Jesus our Lord.”
But this act of the will, by which
we voluntarily and deliberately decide
to take what God offers us, is not

» In that editorial on
‘effort.”” Men do not by

', Becure their salvation.

€y may agonize indeed under the
conviction of sin  which the Holy
Irit brings into their life. That fs

way of ehowing them th:
need salvation, But

share in accomplishing my
80 that you and 1 shall alw
received in Christ as
their freedom from the
their sins, and they have r
@8 an outright gift from God.
many Christians have not yet realized
that they may, in the
by the same kind of fa
d four, receive now and
freedom from the power of
their sins which was w

power of my sins, and I will let you
save me provided you will let me most of their resources to provide
share with you in the work of over- gifts for those children?
coming their power, 8o that you and I
shall always know that part of this
victory has been accomplished by you, their efforts, and grate|
and part has been accomplished by {he open, loving hands
Christ cannot save us from the all that was being off
power of our sins. When our Lord what part would the struggles
8 to us by the Holy Spirit through night before have played in the receiy.
il, “Sin shall not have dominion ing of the gifts?
over you: for ye are not under law, It not have been, not only utterly un.
but a sad reflection on tne
hincss and love of the par-
ents? And could not

efforts have nothing to do with their
salvation from the penalty of
8ins, they are yet deceived by the
adversary into believing that some

but under grac
member what grace is, Grace 45 not trustwor
partly man's work and partly God'

not only never play any part in our
victory over the power of sin, but
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what, by all their agony, they could
never have done for themsel
great truth that so many
earnest, surrendered Christians have
even yet failed to see
tion is a twofold gift:
the penalty of sin, and

they can and do effectually prevent work, It 18 wholly God's work and
such victory exclusively God's work
If an unsaved man came to Christ, man can do is to recej
and said, “I want to be saved from outright,  undeserved,
the penalty of my sins, and | will let sumcient gift,
you save me provided you will let me We are to use our
alvation, gift of victory; we are not to make an
¥8 know effort to win the victory, What should
that you did part of it and | did part we say of children in
or it,” Christ could not save that man who spent Christmas Eve
Salvation is & gift; and a gift is not In their desires and efforts
a glft if it is partly earned, sure that on the morrow they should
In exactly the same way, it we, as have all the gifts
saved Christians, come to our Lord ought to bring them?

“I want to be saved from the pleasing to the loving
been spending themse

" he wants us to re- necess: ry
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McLaughlin reputation, pre-eminently firm
and fair, was not won by chance, but is due
to the policy established and istently
adhered to for forty years in the manufac-
ture of high grade vehicles, With the
production of the first McLaughlin motor

vehicle the same policy was conscientious-

ly followed, that of giving the owner the

maximum service for the minimum of cost,

No matter what its price, a McLaughlin car
must, and will give the maximum of " that
service for which it was intended, and must
bear its proportion of the responsibility of

intaining that hl'sh prestige which has
established the McLaughlin as

Canada’s Standard Car,

THe McLAUGHLIN MOTOR CAR CDO'.
OSHAWA, ONTARD ™™
The McLaughlin Sertes nchudes four and six cylinder models in Roadster

u‘l“1m«l~h‘h‘h.mmh
$895 10 $1900, and a sedan at $2350,

See the 1917 McLaughlin Models at the nearest
Show Room,

Branches in Leading Cities,
Dealers Everywhere,

posing that on Christmas mo
children stopped their
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