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DANGEROUS USE OF GASOLINE. An agent says, "My largest and wealthiest
Thousands of men and women who use benzine customers are the harde t to col ect from. We 

haven’t the slightest idea of how serious an explosion suppose the size of their business and tear of offend- 
or fire may result from the most ordinary combina- !"g and losing it, (lulls the edge of U'rsisteru'.y 
tion of circumstances. For instance, let us imagine 'n collecting but what we started to say 1, the 
that a woman wants to clean a pair of gloves. She trouble of collecting can be discounted by selq^iik 
sends for a pint or a quart of gasoline and it is thos? to whom credit is given. .
brought to her in a bottle. She pours the gasoline . Another thing which enlarges the credit evil
into an open dish and places the gloves therein. J* the de ay in undertaking collections. It is
The gasoline throws off a highly explosive vapor, probably the most unpleasant, and disagreeable 
It evaporates very quickly and the vapor is dan- part of the agency business, and for that reason 
gerous. If there is a gas jet burning, a stove doing it is put off. The debtor « omes to forget his debt
bus ness in the same room or in an adjoining room, and when called upon has not provided for it as
if anybody strikes a match, or happens to step perhaps he ha for later indebtedness, or for 
on a match, or if any spark is c eated while this prompt and insistent collectors, qnd. with a policy 
vapor is in the air there will be an explosion. The partly or quite expired, considers 11 a sort of “dead 
vapor mixes with the air in the room and produces horse’ claim. There are many discouraging features 
the combinaition of gasoline and air which drives about collecting an o.d debt, and our experience 
an automobile. Automobile power is obtained « that the agents who have lost most from giving 
by a series of explosions, the gasoline being sprayed credit r.re hose who might be called delinquent 
through a needle-fine opening into the carbureter, collectors.
In just this manner the room in wh ch gasoline This much to sugg st the exercise of selection 
is exposed becomes a large carbureter, and if the and rejection in g.ving credit with prompt and 
house were on wheels and the other engine arrange- continuous efforts in collecting, 
ments were in place the house would become a 
giant automobile.

But it is not even necessary to have a spark
or .match or gas jet to cause trouble. It youi Ag a reau]t ()f the Epidemic of influenza which 
gloves happen to be adk and you put them on t the counlry during the past few months,
your hands and rub them during the cleaning ^ thousands of the victims cTthis dire disease 
process, friction pres luces static sparks huh a carrjwi life insurance, and consequently life insur- 
the same effect An explosion follows instantly ance Companies of all c'asses inCanada have been 
han^ ^ burat^ and worae happens. . , , called upon to pay out abnormal sums for death

, And then after the gloves have ^en cleane I, lo8se8 dur ng the past three months with the end 
the dirty benzine is generally poured into the . ’ . ? t th . f ,h
kitchen sink. In the sewer, men “t W(,rk cJ**"j"* show a startling increase in the amount of actual 
are subjected to the danger^of explosion becaiwe (,eath claim8_ J,hown by the istabl shed mortality
MgVwem and use' matched But."aside from the ‘f ^l^v^nd^^^t
onTÏh? kitchen T'tZro^hrv^nuSS 'nfThe r‘‘nttige under age thirty-live Conîsquenïfy the 
until the k tchen i. th >r lughly venti ated, average duration of the policies maturing by death
IT™™ £uK ETL™ “ the stove due to the Epidemic was comparatively short.
Ltir some one mig^it light the gas h gas a The value of life insurance has been shown
and an exp osa) c y occ ■ • to the public in the most forcible manner, through

It is far better not to have any benzine or ^ ^ sums pai(| on account of lhi, epidemic,
and the Companies should spare no pains in the 
effort to reaf the advantages of this condition by

, îht*S.s,:?rdJrs,,•s&gtof a pair of gloves if doing it yourself may cost ^ ^ means for Companies to recoup themselves.
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MORTALITY FROM INFLUENZA
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gasoline in the home. It is safer to have your 
gloves cleaned somewhere else than in your own 
home.

life and . . . , It is certain that all death losses must and will
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impregnable position m the economic a If i a of 
the Country.THE CREDIT EVIL.

The credit evil is indeed an insurance evil, 
particularly an agency evil. Col'ections involve 
va uab e time, impose non-com pensa ted labor and 
often bring financial loss when collecting does 
not collect.

FAILURE OF STATE HAIL INSURANC E.
Another failure can be charged up against 

the system of State insurance. A Dress report 
Supposing, as mo t agents do, that credit says that the State Hail Insurance Fund of Montana 

is a necessity, isn’t there carelessnes in "sizing will not be able to pay as much as fifty per cent
up" those to whom credit is extended and too of sums due loss claimants, who will thereby ose
often giving credit to those known to be poor, about <400,000. It would have been far better 
payers perhaps never paying without tome degree, for the policyholders to have bought real insurance 
of compulsion. It isn’t always the poor man from the stock companies and collected in full
who is the poorest pay; those who can pay but for their losses. The losers will be apt to remember

th s experience for a few years.don’t are the worst.
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