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Dr. Thomas McLauchlan, by W. Keith
Leask, M.A., with introduction by the
Rev. Principal Rainy, D.D. Edinburgh
and London. Oliphant, Anderson and
Ferrier, 1905.

Doubtless the membership rolls of the
Presbyteriar Church in Canada contain-
the names of not a few who knew Dr.
Thomas MecLauchlan personally in the
old land, and of many more who knew by
reputation the great Highland preacher,
and pastor of the Gaelic charge of St.
Columba’s, Edinburgh. Perhaps a few
of our oldest members may still remem-
ber Dr. McLauchlan’s vis t to Canada
in the troublous ties of 1846, when he
formed one of a deputation sent to Am-
erica in the interests of the United Free
church of Scotland. To all such and to
wmany more who are interested in the
history of Scottish Presbyterianism Mr.
Leask’s book should be very pleasant and
profitable reading. Dr. McLauchlan's
work was so comprehensive and 3o inti-
mately connected with church and edu-
cational affairs in Scotland _during this

, that his biography is virtually a
istory of the whole period. Indeed the
author has been very careful to preface
his record of Dr. McLauchlan’s life and
vork by a short history of the state of
affairs for many years prior. The book
it=elf is well and attractively bound and
printed nc! tains a fine phot ure
of the subject of the biography after an
oil painting by Norman Macbeth, R.S.A.
The*author has added a very conveni-
ent and detailed index to the woi*, which
makes it very useful as a book of refer-
ence for the history of this interesting

. Principal Rainy’s i duction is
a very appreciative recollection of Dr.
MecLaughlan in the several spheres of
work in which he was active. Speaking
of him Dr. Rainy says: “He deserves to
be remembered by l{]. who are interested
in the Highlands, in its romantic memor-
ies, and in its present day problems.”

United States Presbyterianism is talk-
ing, and seriously, of erecting a great
PMMn “Cathedral,” or minster, at
Washington. Among those prominently
advocating the idea is senior Chief
Justice Harlan, of the United States Su-
preme Court. There is plenty of money
in the londs cf the Presbyterian laymen
in the United States; the big minster
will be erected if the scheme d

THE TORONTO CHILD MUR-
DERER.

The recent horrible tragedy in To-
onto, where a young girl of 13 years.
stole and murdered a child which
had been left in a baby-carriage out-
side Eaton's departmental store, na:
turally gave rise to much discussion
and many homilies, The place of
heredity in the case was ventilated,
so was the matter of te little girl's
environment. The child clearly
lacked the preventive influence of a
good home.

The more or less irresponsibil2
child-murderer confessed the idea of
stealing the baby was suggested by
theatrical posters showing a child in
th~ act of being kidnapped. Decent
people have for some time past been
complaining of these posters as sug-
gestors sometimes of vice and some-
times of crime, If a coarse and mur-
derous poster can do such harm in
the way of suggestion, what must
be the effect on immature minds of
the coarse and murderous play it-
self. Those who uphold the theatre
as a possible method of valuable in-
struction insist Christians should not
denounce all plays, but ought to dis-
crimi t is impossible to tell
from the “notices” in the daily news-
papers what plays are helpful and
wlfich vulgarizing and crime-produc-
ing, since they are usually “puffed”
to the skies both before and after
performance without the slightest
regard to merit, In the whole mat-
ter of admitting “notices” and ad-
vertisements of almost every kind, we
are sorry to have to say the daily
press all the world over is retro-
gading into laxity that cannot be
too severely condemned. Were ev-
ery daily newspaper as careful about
its adverti s and ¢ d
tions as, say, the Montreal Witness,
much demoralization and evil con-
sequence would be averted. In this
matter, the average newspaper pur-
chaser and reader (YOU, for in-
stance) can find ways and means of
encouragement on the one haud and
of protest on the other. A hundrad
strenuous post-cards to the publisher,
of the bestowal or withdrawal of a
half-dozen advertisements, would set
publishers of daily newspapers think-
ing.

The Advance: In Wales “barrels of
beer have been taken back to Carnarvon
because there was no mamket for them.”
The sobering effect of the revival s im-
pressing many with the feeling that the

the world

could have would be a general revival.

United Presbytertan: The things that
oppose us are the things which God has
sent to try us, He is laying adversity at
our feet to test our patience or stimulate
whi'lh;hbhn\dngwmus}tm

Michigan Presbyterian: Our Lord gave
us a criterion by which to judge revivls
as well as individual lives when He waid
“By their fruite ye shall know 4
The revival that crowds the house and
multiplies converts ond is talked ibout
on the street and published in the papors
ﬂm;ydwrlill;‘only lrdki:: spasin,
fruits, in the confessing f -
ing of sin, in oM enmitics swept away
and differences healed, in making amends
for former wrong-doing, in giving up evil
habits and forming godly ones. A revival
a
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itaelf to the judgment of those interested
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IF | WERE A LAYMAN.
By a Minister.
If T were a laymen, and had never been

nearly so good; for, with all his shortcom-
mge, the layman whom I have known is
one of the noblest spevimens of the genus
homo. And 1| say this after scanning all
his spots and wrinkles througn many yeaw
from the lofty altitude of my puipii
therone,

But, having been a dergyman, if |
should now be transiormed into a layman,
what a layman 1 sheuld be!

First of all, 1 should attend public ‘wor-
ship on the Lord's Day habitually and
with punctuality. Every Sunday morning
1 should say to myself, . must today ve
about my Father's business.” Nothing

do his work al-e, nor can any one cof
His ministers. .4 propoction to the wup-
port which he receives from his brethrun
will be the efficiency of his labors. No-
woere doos a preacher o i
ance of the men of his church in the
work of preaching. A public speaker can
give back in tlood ooy what he has re-
cewved from his congregation in spray, and
::x spray ever rises from a Sahara waste
empty pews. The uent, is
impossible unless mu:h:- hmhnn
ear, and, if the latter be present, the
former s not far away. The message of
the Lord never comes full and hot rom
human lips unbess there is a congregation
waiting to receive it. The absence of ten

pleased. And for the church’s suke
:"M wmctm-‘lyaﬁp .T‘
wer ﬂ.t
ought to be. Thm&mw,.:
Christ, and the world judges Christ by his
On no other day of all the weak
has  the ity the op of
seeing the Lond’s tollowers with one e-
cord in one place. It is the day when the
o
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