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and Rev. Dr. tioardman of Philadelphia. 
As a specimen of ihe views held by ministers, 
allow me to read a sentence or two from 
what the last named Divine has to say on 
the subject.

‘ How then shall we as a congregation of 
worshippers expicss our worship? Unitedly, 
as one congregation ; or isolated I y, as a 
congregation of one ? Permit me to say 
that 1 have the painful conviction that 
the worshippers :n our non liturgical churches 
are allowed too small a part in the public 
worship of Almighty God. Everything is 
done by a vicarious worshipper. No voice 
bu;. the preacher's is heard in adoration, 
thanksgiving, confession, supplication, aspir­
ation, communion. So far as the vocal act 
of homage goes, the preacher alone worships. 
Enter any Roman Catholic sanctuary while 
the service is going on. The priest is every­
thing ; the laity is nothing. Prom beginning 
to ending, excepting the organist and choir, 
it is the priest who carries on the entire 
worship ; the congregation remaining as 
voiceless as an asyluinn of mutes or a grave 
yard of the dead. Enter one of our church­
es, and the same scene in its essential feat­
ures is re-cnacKd. From beginning to end­
ing, with the exception ol the singing, it is 
the minister who is everything ; the congre­
gation is nothing. It is the minister who 
does the preaching ; and this of course is 
right. But preashing is not strictly speak­
ing a part of worship. Preaching means ex 
position, instruction, warning, entrea'y.com 
furling, building up of the body of Christ. 
As such, and in its own place, preaching is 
of supreme importance, and indeed indis­
pensable . But preaching in itself is not a 
part of worship The addressing men on 
the subject of their duties and privileges is 
not worship. But prayer, not less than 
praise, is a part of worship. And our quest­
ion is—How shall we as a congregation ex­
press our prayers, our service of confessions, 
supplications, intercessions, aspirations ? 
Shall the minister and the congregation 
pray together, joining their voices in familiar 
and appropriate formulas ? In brief, shall 
the congregation pray directly ; or shall 
it pray by proxy ? "

These are the opinions of leading min­
isters. There are laymen, too, who like my­
self have something to say His Honor 

I Wm. Mcrtimer Clark, the present Lieut.
4/ G jvernor of Ontario/lhu* expressed himself
Lj in a paper submitted'to the Toronto Prcsby

I terian Council.
* “ One of the greatest defects in our form

of worship lies in the excessive length of the 
prayers generally offered The express com­
mand of our Saviour, regarding the length 
of prayer seems to ’ • wholly disregarded, 
and the woids, not being few, are too fre 
quently not well chosen, 
sistmg of ascriptions of pnise to God, con­
fession of sin, and the offering of petitions, 
they become d ffuse, discursive, and often 
times sermonizing. The attention of the 
worshipper is sometimes called to watch, 
with sum. .hing of apprehension, whether 
the leader of his devotions will be able suc­
cessfully to escape from the entanglements 
of some long and involved sentence, or will 
fail in the attempt. Ordinary worshippers 
complain greatly of the undue length of our 
public prayer, and confess to inability to 
maintain due attention ; while strangers to 
our forms are, to say the least, not attracted 
by this feature in our service. The question 
is sometimes asked whether it might no: hi 
expedient to have some liturgical form of 
prayer. This is a wide subject and gives 
rise to diversity of opinion. Any suggestion 
even of such a thing is usually met with the

cry that it is not Presbyterian. Those who 
raise this objection forget, what is often over 
looked, that Presbyterianism is neither an 
order of service nor a system of doctrine, 
but a form of government. That sev rai 
churches holding the Presbyterian system 
use liturgies to this day, stems to bj un­
known to many Piesbyit rians, and while 
they allege that the use of any set form of 
prayer is unspiiilual, they condemn such 
churches as the Waldenisian, the M -ravian 
and the Dutch Reformed, 
certain, that the want of liturgy 
thousands ot members to the Presbyterian 
Church. Our service is too much depend­
ent on the gifts of one man, and our people 
confessedly have loo little part in public 
worship " It is submitted that the use of a 
carefully prepared manuscript prayer wou'd 
be greatly for the benefit of the congregat­
ion. An avoidance of repetition, of an 
irreverent use of God's name, and of insert­
ion of dogmatic statement, s imetimes of a 
questionable accuracy, would ho

The movement to g ve the people a more 
direct share in public worship is making 
decided progress in the United States. At 
the general meeting of the association a 
week ago, I made mention of the action 
taken at the last General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church. The m ivcmvnt is 
led by suable a man as the Rev. Dr Henry 
Van Dyke, of Princeton, who s chairman of 
the ‘p°ml committee < n* Forms and Set vices’
I placed in your hands a copy of the lonj$ 
and carefully prepared report presented 10 
and adopted by the Assembly, and I shall ^Jed for woiship be allowed .1 larger p.ir-
merely state that there is every prospect of tiejpation in Divine Service than they
our brethren in the Repub’ic mauguiating at en.l°>’ under present usages
an early day an improvement in worship, by 1 . 11 *-c desirable for the people to
which Presbyterians all over the world will participate more fully in public should an 
eventually he gainers. adequate opportunity be given to every

Meanwhile cannot wc do something for worshipper to join :n the service of 
ourselves ? In asking the question I wish prayer t
to remark, that of all the Presbyterian 3 Is there any reason why a depar
congregations in the Dominion, there arc ture from | resent usages should not be
few, perhaps there is not one which has less niade in order to admit of offering up in
need of improvement in its worship than eac^ public service a single general or
St. Andrew's Church, Ottawa. For this peoples prayer, and that such prayer be
reason we need have no delicacy in discuss printed and used in common by the whole
ing a matter of such wide importance. For congregation—led by the minister ?
this reason, if for no other, we may very 4- Would it be desirable to have the 
fittingly consider the subject I bring before people’s prayer preceded sometimes by
you. Possibly wc may see cur wiy as a such an address Iron lie minister to the
congregiiion to set an example to other congregation as may seem to him fitting
congregations less favored. There are oc- for the occasion? -Saxdford Flcmiv

casions when our minister is absent and wc 
hear an unfamiliar voice frem the pulpit.
On such occasions words here and there in 
the prayer are not seldom indistinctly utter­
ed and it is impossible to follow the minis­
ter in his devotional utteianccs. As a con­
sequence, many of the congregation are in 
danger of being thrown 
criticism or at least an undersirahlc state of 
mind. If this be our own experience in our 
own church, we can sympathise with a large 
number cf our fellow Presbyterians in the 
1000 congestions scattered throughout the 
Dominion. ^

voice would be in a position to offer up 
unitedly and intelligently the same devo­
tional words.

1
I would venture to submit for your 

consideration another suggestion, 
seems to me that it would be a fitting 
time, immediately before the congrega­
tional prayer is offered up, for the minis 
ter on some occasions to address the peo­
ple, chiefly with the view of awakening a 
devotional frame of mind. 'There are oc­
casionally special circumstances to which 
lie could with propriety allude in such an 
address, instead of introducing a refer­
ence to them in his prayers. In such an 
address he could always remind the wor­
shippers that they are about to come into 
the Holy Presence, and speak as a con­
gregation to Altai lily God, that they are 
about to present their common petitions 
and submit their confessions, their thanks 
givings and supplications to the Heaven­
ly Father.

Having made these brief explanations 
bearing oil this extremely important sub­
ject, I have the satisfaction t leave the 
matter in your hands
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do not urge a 
speedy determination, for to my mind 
unanimity ij far moie to be desired. To 
simplify the discussion, 1 have formu ated 
four questions which I respectfully sub 
mit for your consideration.

I

VJITSTIONS I OR CONSIDERATION.*
Should the people publicly a-'-em-

i Literary Notes.
A Son*, of Dkvi miif.r And Otiifr 

Poems, by II. Isabel Graham, is an at­
tractive booklet from the pi * s of William 
Briggs, Toron’o. Readers of the Domin­
ion 1’resuytbrian are familiar with Miss 
Graham’s excellent contributions in prose 
as well as poetry. She always writes 
with tenderness and power, and these 
specimens of her work will be welcomed 
hv many of her friends throughout the 

v Dominion. The booklet will make a
III looking for a remedy—what is to dainty Christmas gift, 

prevent this Association requesting the
minister, on behalf of the congregation to Fkknchx : The Story of a Gentleman, 
introduce a simple change in our ordin- by William Sage, Mpsfun Book Company, 
ary church service ? No one would think Toronto. This is me pietty little story ol a 
of asking him to use a liturgy or borrow French gentleman U n.it/e hir h who in
the liturgical forms of any other church, order to save the good name of I * dead
but it seems to me that he might with friend who has embezzled his sister’s fortune 
perfect propriety be requested to prepare gives up all his own 
a general prayer for the use of the con- France for the New World where hr» has 
grepation in each service, a prayer to be many improbable but picturesque advere­
printed and placed in the hands of every turcs, and in the end wns th hand of a 
worshipper. By such means joint prayer very charming American gill. The st ry is
of the people would be possible. 'The Will told and the book i
whole congregation led by the minister’s tastefully bound.

into an attitude of
Instead of con-

my and leaves

j. *


