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KENNEDY £ KERGAN

Calr. Michigan Ave. and Shelby St.
DETROIT, MICH.
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WELDON’S
BURNE? LEATHER

—~AND—

AJAPANESE N WELTIES

LEATHER TORACCO POUCHES
LJFATHER CUSHIONS

LEATHER SLIPPER CASES
LEATHER SLIPPER BAGS
LEATHER SHAVIN 3 PAPER CASES
LEATHER MUSIC ROLLS
LEATHER PIPE RACKS

LEATHER NEWSPAPER RACKS
JAPANESE MATCH SCRATCHERS
JAPANES PEN ORNAMENTS

The'goods are the latest fads and are
prettily ornamented. See them,

Weldon’s Fancy Store

Women's Exchange
K’.' St., East ’

Next to Kenny’s Book Store.
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The Chatham

Loan € Savings Co.
Capital $1,000,000

Mouey to Lend on M -
Bo-rowers wish'ng to erect bulld-
ings, purchase property or P" oft
i combraac*s, should apply per-
sonally snd 88ve 9Xpensed, securs
nast ra’es and o-her ad 7antages.

Monsy advanoced oa day of tP—
plication. %ll jetters promptly
answered 30106 connec §

S. F. GARDINER, Manager. 3
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Correspondence
School #ar***”

B0 students enrolled in Chatham last

month in
Office ﬁ‘:uwm"'"”:
Open A aDrevine
rRam
. vesigning
Evenings s P s

Ask anyone taking a course what the Schools
are doing for them.

A. P. MoKISHNIE,
Local Representative
Office—Room 19, Victoria Block. :

The Eel River Conspiracy

By Jas. A. TUCKER.

ERNCROFT had hurried north

by the first train, in response to

a telegram from Mahaffy ask-
luh&mweometothemuuu

once. One of the company’'s

tugs would be waiting at the

jake end of the railway to con-

vey him to the North Shore. Ferncroft

! wondered why Mahafly and not Brigs-

dall had wired, for Mahaffy was only

-—

Sewer Pipe and
Portland Cement

We have s hr‘e“nﬂcaol Sewer Pipes
from to 24 inches, & best Port-
land éc-unt et LOWEST %ICI‘-

John H. Oldershaw,

. Wellington St. Near Harrjson Hell
" Phome 85,

assistant bookkeeper and Brigsdail was
supposed to take charge whenever

{ Ferncroft had to “go out” to Qntaﬂo

on business.

Ferncroft was manager for the Eel
River Lumber and Construction Com-
pany (Limited), with two large mills
up north. He was an ambitious Tellow,
who had spared himself little leisure in
many years, and it was most annoying
to have his first visit to his mother in
014 Ontarlo, since he had cast his lot
with the Eel River Company six years
before, thus cut short five days early
by a recall. But Brigsdail was a “busi-
ness is business” man, and two hours
after the yellow paper came to hand
lie was on the cars, leaving a_little
white-haired woman waving a ker-
chief and biting back her tears of dis-,
appointment as the train puffed away
after its momentary stop at the flag-
station.

When Ferncroft got ¢ff the train he
went straight to the wharf, but the
wharfinger’s office was locked up and
the little harbor deserted, no lights
either of tug or other craft showing
along the pier-side. Only the red eye
of the lighthouse peered into the night
from the little bowldery point beyond.

The manager was disappointed, ex-
asperated, yet believed there was
doubtless some good reason for the
tug’s not being on time. A man ac-
customed to keeping engagements
punctually and to insisting upon a like
promptitude in every department of
the big business under him, the captain
of neither the “Heron” nor the “Hare"
would have dared to keep Daysley
Ferncroft waiting overnight without
reason.

The only thing to be done was to go
up town to one of the hotels and await
developments. The Shannon House
was the nearest to the wharf, and at
that Ferncroft chose to bide his time.

It lacked but a few minutes of ten
when he reached the Shannon, and,
having shaken hands with the proprie-

tor, an old friend, he settled himself in |

an armchair in the common room, for a
smoke. There was still a goodly com-
pany of local beaux esprits sitting
about, smoking and chewing, and dis-
cussing current topics in their own pro-
vincial way. The advent of a subs
stantial appearing stranger held the
assemblage together rather later than
usual, on the chance that he might be
drawn into friendly discourse and en-
snared into “setting up the drinks.”
Bu: Ferncroft busied himself only with*
his pipe and the daily paper, and one
by one the local “sponges” detached
themselves and floated away. The
miil-manager paid so little heed to
what was going on that he was not
aware for five or six minutes after the
room had become perfectly quiet, that
there still lingered one individual, ap-
parently asleep in an armchair in &
corner, but really eyeing Ferncroft at-
tentively from under the brim of his
pulled-down plug hat.

A loud yawn from the foxing gentle-
man drew Ferncroft's attention to his
presence. - The stranger stretched his
arms, pushed his plug hat up over his
brows and made a remark about the
duliness of waiting over in such a
place, Ferncroft was not an uncom-
panionable fellow, and met halfway
the stranger’s effort to start a conver=
pation, He learned that the man with
the plug hat—a most unusual article of
attire up north—was an ‘“‘American,”
and wanted to reach Little Rapids to
inspect a limit, This being his first

| visit to Canada, he had been misin-
formed as to routes, and now found
himself at the end of the rails, with
seventy miles of water between him-
self and his destination, waiting for.a
chance coaster or lumbering tug to take
him to Little Rapids.

“Lucky you spoke,” sald Ferncroft.
“Here’s my card. I'm on the way to
Eel River and expect one of our_tugs
fn to-night to take me over. Little
Rapids is just thirty miles further up
. the lake, You can come along with
me. Once at the Eel, you'll not find
much trouble in getting an Indian or a
fisherman to take yeu to the Rapids.”

The “American” seemed delighted
with his good fortune, and before going
to bed insisted on Férncroft having a
drink with him. *“This Canadian whis-
key’s all right,” said he, “and 1 must
say I have found Canadians all right,
too, 's far's I've tried 'em. Now, it
that there tug gets in during the night,
you'll be sure to call me, won't you?”

Ferncroft sat up in his room long af-
ter the rest of the house was dark,
‘waiting for the whistle of the “Hare"”
or the “Heron.” But two o’clock struck
without any sound toming from the
harbor, so the manager reluctantly
“turned in,” not a little troubled to
know why he had been sent for at all,
why Mahaffy had signed the message,
and why no tug had met him though
the telegram had promised one at the
whart when he stepped off the traim.

It was broad daylight before he
sawoke. As he went downstairs for
breakfast, Spielman, the *American,”
came racing up, three steps at a time.

“Oh, 1 say, that there tug of yours
hasn't ever got in yet, but there’s a
jittle steam yacht—the ‘Honest Deollar’
—down at the wharf. Ran in about six
o'clock. Owned by a Green Bay, Wis,,
man, who's on board with two friends
and tpe crew, They're goin’ to cruise
up Little Rapids way and leave here
's soon as they provision and coal up.
That’ll be about another hour. They're
goin' to take me over there, and will
bring you along, too, and drop you off
at Eel River, if your boat don’t hap-
! pen along in the meantime.”
| 'The offer was & good one, Fern-

croft was anxious to get to the mills.

The confounded tug still failed to make
delayed appearance, and at

Ferncroft jgut his

grips “Honest Dollar’ and
| stepped aboard, leaving word with the
! wharfinger for the “Hare"” or the “Her-

:
H

| on.” it either of those craft should re-

port lats -

tality. . : ;
The twb great stacks of the Eel River
mills and the top of the big sawdust
consumer had been looming upin the
distance for some time, when Fern-
croft went down into the little saloon
of the “Honest Dollar” to get a news-
paper from his overcoat, that he might
show the “American” gentlemen a cer-
tain editorial on an international dis-
pute then at a critical stage.

To his consternation the door was
slammed behind him with great vio-
lence, and the key was instantly turned
in the lock and withdrawn. At first he
suspected some practical joke, but no
heed was paid to his calls. He saw
from one of the portholes that the
wvacht was changing her course. Then
he became angry and threw his weight
repeatedly against the door, hoping he
could burst it open. But it was a mor-
tised lock—he could make no impres-
sion,

He sat down and tried to think out
what it could all mean. He was con-
fused. Bo many odd things had hap-
pened, crowned by this strangest and
most alarming occurrence, that he lost
for a time his semse of reality and
seriously pondered as to whether he
was dreaming—whether he was him-
self, Daysley Ferncroft. Of coyrse he
was not dreaming. Certainly he was

_himself.

Steép by step he reviewed what had
occurred:

First, Mahaffy's telegram. Why Ma-
haffy and not Brigsdail? :

Second, the disappointment as to the
tug. Why had either the “Hare"” or
the “Heron"” failed to meet him, after
being explicitly promised?

Third, his chance meeting with Spiel-
man and the curious circumstance that
the dressy stranger was also waliting to
take passage across the lake. Who
was Splelman? What did he, Daysley
Ferncroft, know of him except what he
had received from the glib tongue of
the stranger himself? ;

Fourth, the coincidence of an “Am-
erican” steam yacht coming aleng at
‘the right moment to tcke both Spiel-
man and himself to their destinations.
Might not Spielman and the other Yan-
kees be confederates in a conspiracy?

In the light of the fact that he was
now unquestionably a prisoner, these
circumstances, singly and connectedly,
had a sinister significance, and Fern-
croft cursed himself for a putty-headed
chump for not having been more as-
tute.

But why should there be any con-
spiracy, and if there was one, how had
the conspirators managed to enlist the
services of Mahafly, the assistant book-
keeper? These were problems the mill-
manager was trying to figure out when
Spielman’s voice sounded loud outside
the door.

“Look-a-here, you! We don’t mean
any harm by you if you only take
things ¢vol and act sensible. We're
goin’ for a little trip along the shore.
It'll only last a day or two, but you've
got to stay with us. Why, you'll know
later on. Now, us fellows want to act
decent and let you have the run of the
ship, so the door'll be unlocked pro-
vidin’ you promise to taks things cool
and not make any trouble.”

The cheek of the fellow was amusing,
even to one in Ferncroft's predicament.

“But supposing I won't come (0
terms?”’ said Ferncroft. ‘‘By heavens,
I think I can make it interesting for
you scoundrels if I try!”

“QOh, that's easy enough sald,” was
the rejoinder, “Better be sensible, old
man. Remember, we're seven to one.”

That sounded decidedly like a threat.
Ferncroft felt his gorge rising. “Well,
I'll be damned if I'll promise anything
to a gang of traitors,” he shouted
back.

“Very well, Mr. Ferncroft,” said
Splelman. *“We'll be under the painful
necessity of seein’ that you're not left
in & position to make trouble.”

That sounded even more ominous.
Would the fellows be guilty of murder?
Or did they only mean to keep him in
confinement? If the latter, they must
exclude themselves from the cabin, and
where else in the boat could they find
decent shelter from wind and weather?
Ferneroft would have given anything
for a shooting-iron of some sort, Per-
haps there was one left by mistake in
the saloon by some one of the gang.
The manager searched high and low,
but found nothing of the sort. Even
the cutlery had been removed.

Just as” he had given up the quest
for something with which to defend
himself in case of need, he heard the
key turn suddenly in the lock and the
door flew open, while in rushed three
of the conspirators, Spielman, Misener
and Flood. Ferncroft was on the far
side of the little dining-table from the
door. At the first sound of the lock he
had instinctively seized one of the
heavy oak dining-chairs, and as the
duor burst open he rushed forward and
swung it upwards in self-defence. He
would have struck down the first man
who had dared to lay a finger upon
him, even if it had later cost him his
life. But the cabin was cramped both
as to height an@ beam. The chalr
caught against the ceiling, and the in-
tended blow was arrested. Ere Fern-
croft could recover his balance the
three men sprang at him and dragged
him down as a pack of wolves might
pull a stag to earth. There was a brief
futile struggle on the floor. Ferncroft
had the satisfaction of bringing Bpiel-
man a stunning smash in the face with
the heel of his boot. But in a minute
or two he found himself prone and
pinioned on the floor, guarded by the
two rascals who were supposed to be
Chicago business men, while SBplelman
rushed on deck to get assistance for his
fnjuries, leaving a trail of gore behind
him on carpets and woodwork.

After a time the mill-manager was
carried to the small, ill-ventilated cub-
by-hole, dignified with the name of
“fo’cas’le,” and which in ordinary c¢ir-
cumstances -would be the quarters of

the crew. Here he was tossed on a

! bunk hnd left to his thoughts and the

* ereeping things that flourish in dark-
' ness and 'dirt. The only sounds were
the throbbing of the engine and the
rifle of the water against the yacht’'s
bows. These seemed to soothe the non-
! plussed prisoner, and though he could
, not sleep, he was wafted into a state of
reverie, in which, as not infrequently
happens, the perceptive faculties were
more keenly alive and intuition became

than could be pos-

sible in the of normal wental
This was the 9th of August. Fern-
croft was to have returned to the mills

:
]
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cash envelopes would reach Eel River
this summer. Those two were Brigs-
dail and Mahaffy. Both were absolute-
Iy trustworthy men, but in some way
the secret had leaked out. As it were
in a vision, Ferncroft beheld Spielman
forging Mahaffy's name to his tele-
gram. Spielman, he divined, was the
head and front of the conspiracy. Oth-
er means, he intuitively felt, would be
resorted to to get Mahaffy and Brigsdalil
out of the way at the last moment.
Then the coast would be clear to make
the projected haul. Fourteen thousand
dollars amongst seven men was a sum
not to be sneezed at.

The yacht steamed ahead for ages, as
it seemed to Ferncroft. But when they
came and took him out of the fo'cas’le
and carried him ashore at a little de-
serted fisherman's cabin on a wild,
rugged part of the coast that he could
not remember having ever seen before,
the sun was still above the horizon.
Ferncroft knew not whether it was the
mainland or a large island on which
he was being landed, nor could he de-
cide which would be preferable—to be
set freg in such an inhospitable region,
without means of succor, or to be long-
er a prisoner in the hands of men who
might not hesitate to add murder to
their other crimes. Nor was his mind
soon set at rest as to their ultimate in-
tentions. A quantity of provisions was
landed, and Misener and Flood being
left behind to guard the prisoner, the
yacht steamed away again as night was
falling. -

The mill-manager was kept under the
closest surveillance all that night and
next day—the 10th of August—but was
otherwise not ili-handled. At dusk the
“Honest Dollar” once more came back,
and, taking the two guards on board,
steamed off, leaving Ferncroft with
several days’ provisions, but sans the
slightest idea as to the part of coun~
try to which so strange a misfortune
had banished him. To attempt to dis-
cover whether he was on an island or
the mainland, and, in the latter event,
to seek & way to some habitation,
would be hopeless until another day
should dawn. Ferncroft knew the
chances of his getting out in time to
block the contemplated robbery must
be slim indeed, since it stood to reason
that the conspirators, with four days
still to elapse before the receipt of the
money at Eel River, would have scarce-
ly placed him where he could get in
touch with civilization in the interval.

Thinking it wise, however, to hus-
band his resources for a supreme effort,
he resolved to spend the long night as
comfortably as possible in the deserted
cabin, and to be up bright” and early
the following morning. When day
dawned, his first task, after breaking
fast, was to seek an elevation from
which he might discover something of
Jocal topography, for his whole subse
quent course must be governed accord-
ingly.

The land was not heavily wooded,
but rough, bowlder-strewn, and shoul-
dering abruptly out of the water. Mak-
ing his way with difficulty from the
cabin around the circling coast-line,
Ferncroft sought some stream whose
course he might follow back into the
interior without fear of losing his bear-
ings and getting cut off from his base.
At length he found a tiny rivulet, and
paralleling its rugged bed, he ascended
till he reached an open space, whence
he could see water on every side, and,
some miles distant, other islands and
the high, hazy outline of the miainland.

This was a disappointment, but it
was at least well to know the truth at
once,

Descending again to the cabin, Fern-
eroft refreshed himself and resolved,
it possible, to make a circuit of the Is-
land, which could not be above four or
five miles in circumference. “Pavhaps,”
thought he, *I may discover something
that will assist me in some unlooked-
for way.” &

S0 he set out, arnMd, after proceeding a
couple of miles, was rejoiced about
noon to find a small raft that had
drifted ashore in a little cove, With-
out anything that might serve as an
oar, it would have been impossible for
him to have navigated the rude craft
back to the cabin. |

He therefore returned to the latter
on foot, and, having done up his pro-
visions in a bundledn the lining ripped
from his coat, he ¥nocked a board from
the shanty with the help of a large
stone, and, taking both bundle and
board, started off again for the cove,
Reaching there, he sat upon a rock,
and with his jackknife whittled at the
plank till he had produced something
that bore a rude semblance to an oar.
Then this modern Rebinson. Crusoe lay
down and slept, resolved if the morrow
were fine to beard Fate in the attempt
to reach, if not the mainland, an island
closef thereto. .

And Fate seemed propitious. For the
next day—the 12th of August—was
wonderfully clear and calm. But the

notwithstanding
was promised it a telegraph line were
reached inside of twenty-four hours,
the sailing smack lay helpless and idle

gust broke with a clear sky and a gent-
ly-blowing breeze from
east, which, though a contrary alr, was

better than none at all. {

It was forty miles from ‘Milksnake
Island to the nearest telegraph. Tack-
ing against the wind, sixteen hours
were consumed in covering the dis-
tance, and the 14th of August had come
into being ere Daysley Ferncroft could
get a telegram through to Ottawa, in-
forming the head office of what was 0C-
curring and asking that the message
be repeated instantly to Eel River.

Had another day elapsed the con-
spiracy would have been successful.
For the pay-money Wwas even then
en route from Ottawa, and' on the
merrow would have been brought down
from the railway line to the mills by
canoe. A forged telegram from Ottawa
had - already imperatively ordered
Brigsdail to a point several hnpdredl
of miles west on supposed business for
the company. By some other means,
it is assumed, Mahaffy would -also have
been gotten out of the way, and with
the three head men of che mills absent
from their posts, Splelman and his
gang could have completed their job
without anyone being aw-re,:of the fact
until long after they had got away on
the yacht to some United States port.
and, deserting the craft, become lost te
justice In the multitudes or the soli-
tudes of the great Republic.

The “Honest Dollar,” it turned out,
was but a rented vessel, engaged from
a Cleveland dockyard ostensibly for a.
two weeks' cruise. How Splelman and
his confederates became possessed of
their information about the money was
not suspected till it was recalled that a
mail-bag had been stolen from the Eel
River post-office about six weeks prior
to the date of the projected robbery:
Amongst the letters in that bag was
one in which reference was made -to
the approaching pay-day.

As the result of his pluck, Ferncroft
had the satisfaction of thwarting the
further plans of the robbers, They,
however, made good their escape,
jumped their boat at the “American
800, ere the slow-going authorities
had got the chase well under way, and
disappeared as completely as if the
Great Lakes had swallowed them up.
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“ON HIS GUARD,”

The Jongest Word.

The controversy as to what is the
longest) word still goes on. We have
aiready mentioned several claimants,
of which “antidisestablishmentarian-
ism” (twenty-eight letters) appears to
be the longest legitimate English word,
As to the longest word in any language,
a writer in the “Living Church” thinks

namely, “Llanfairpwllgwyngyligoger-

navigation of a raft composed of rall-

way ties and three-inch. planks is at
best a slow and toilsome process. Had

& wind sprung up off shore, Ferncroft |

would certainly have been driven out
to sea, and indeed the slightest mea-
sure of wind from any.direction would
soon have brought discomfiture, for the

: base of supplies.

slightest waves would have washed the °
deck of his low-set, waterlogged craft, .

destroying his small stock of food,
which might yet be so necessary, and
adding discomfort to peril by drenching
his garments.

The sux beat down from a cloudless
sky and back again from the mirror-
like surface of the lake. After five
hours of hard, unremitting toil, Fern-
croft had made scarce so many miles,
He was commencing to give up heart,
when the red sails of a Mackinaw
boat, flapping idly off the shore of the
nearest island, caused his heart to leap
within him.

The sailboat was at p distance of
about two miles. Redoubling his ef-
forts, Ferncroft soon came within hall-
ing distance of the craft. The latter,
becalmed as she was, could not move by
w&-m to come to his aid, but at

he pulled up alongside and was
‘takeft on board. The men on the smack
w—five in all—were pleasure-seekers out

¥

chwyrndrobwiltysiligogogoch.,” “It is
the name of a village in North Wales,"
says the writer, “and while lunching
at a Welsh inn at Bettws-y-Coed re-

cently T heard the name pronounced .

with perfect ease and clearness by a
young Welshman.” But, according to
another clerical eorrespondent of the
same journal, this word simply “isn't
in it” with the Greek word for “hash,”
of one hundréd “and eighty-one let-
ters, to be found in Liddel and Bcott's
unabridged Greek lexicon: "Lepadote~
machoselachogaleokranioleipsanodrim-
upotrimmatosilphioparabomelitokatak-
echumenokichlepikossuphophattoperis-
teralektruonoptokephalliokigklopeleio
lagoosirarabophetraganopterugon.” Af:
ter this it is expected that the contro-
versy will languish.

Wireless Telegraphy and the North Pole.

It has been suggested that wireless
telegraphy may play.an important part
in future Arctic explorations. The con-
dittons surrounding Arctic travel are
such, says the “Electrical Review,"”
that the principal difficulty is found in
maintaining communication with a
It is belleved that
wireless telegraphy has now reached a
point where, at least, it promises such
development that future exploring par-
ties will be able to carry along appar-
atus and keep constantly in touch with
thelr base camps. If this proves to be
the case, much of the terror of the
Arctic will be removed, and explora-
tion will be made both easier and saf-
er, with the possibility that this added
instrumentality will enable the discov-
ery of the pole at no far distant date,

. The Mikado of Japan is a man of
‘much energy and endurance, and is
constantly smoking cigarettes. He 18
fond of outdoor sports, and has warm-
ly encouraged the introduction of foot-
ball into Japan. He is a hunter and
fisherman of no mean reputation and
is a good shot with a rifie, His devo-
tion to lawn tennis is marked, and he
15 claver as & wielder of the racket.
#] wonder why old china is so rare
and costly? “H'm! Don't you keeg
& giri?"~""Heitere Welt."
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GE0. STEPAKNS, QUINN & DOUGLAS Agents,

CEATEAM.

STOVE, RANGE AND RADIATOR UQIU'A!OWR‘R.
Whoiesale Branches—Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg.

and easiest to keep clean.
Handsome, economical,
convenient, have large
aluminum - lined aérated
ovens, sure, quick bakers.
Every stove guaranteed.

Sold everywhere. ‘

)Limited, Hamilton, Canada

Juicy Steaks.

Thick, juicy steaks can be
broiled to wetain their, rich flavor
only over a red-hot fire, and in a
stove with a proper broiling door.

“Cornwall”
Steel Ranges

have such perfect drafts that the
fire responds to them in a glow ;
and the broiling door is specially

made for this purpose.

The “Cornwall” is the most durable steel range made in Canada.

Heavy sheet asbe
of heat—saves fuel.

stos covers entire body inside, preventing escape

Ventilated oven bakes wholesome bread.

Coal or wood linings always supplied.

Made in four sizes and ten styles.

house for free pamphlet.

Write our local agent or nearest
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M<Clary Manufacturing Co.

LONDON, TORONTO, MONTREAL, WINNIPEG,

VANCOUVER, & ST JOHN N.8.

UR

atterns,
best foreign

g "

Suitings

erfect

: but if you are not the

Ts rightly

awares; do not ve ‘yourself or remal
down by this disease: no maiter
or overwork and busine.s cares, | 1’ L

Y, om i
P EAT MENT WILL C §

the man of you as nature has i
ead the lolhv;h. acts
o not accept AR inours case
£ , time you c'sa you see Dr, Gold
which should be sufficien
Blood Pois laogwwml:il
'Wunrm

fastitutes.
EY

e

aal t
'—mumm ,.‘.‘.'3«-

fall' will comprise many of
the latest and most popular
These goods are all from the

the lowest possible prices.

Albert Sheldrick o o

Merchant Tallor and Direct Importer

?ﬂ if you are losing your en :
cour Vital foree, memory, aunoyed by W W
xm‘tmlu what happens, you are sufferi from [llm

.
R F e

conditions; itis the eutosme of years of experience it equalizes At
rt
Sl draiua, (hercby vitalizes the parts restoring them m

; . has 18 Diplomas,
tee to a
“"h.:u uuhﬁuld charge of Mrchm..uc' .t':‘:va

range of Suitings for this

mills and will be offered at

OPPOSITE

7" eo-called Epec

treatment.

not of our >




