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Ihat were ruin,' said Foster, his brow daikeii-
iiig with appifhcnsioiis ; 'and all this f„r %woman

! Had it been for his soul's sake itwere something; and I sometimes wish' 1
myself could fling away the world that cleaves

churih
'

''^'' """ °'' ^'"^ po'^'f-^t of our

'Thou art like enough to be so. Ton v,' an-
swered Uincy

;
' but I think the dc,-il will give

thee little credit for thy compelled povcrtv, and
so thou losest on all hands. Hut follow my
counsel, and Cumnor Place shall bo thy cony-
ho d yet. Say nothing of this Trcssilian's vLit—not a word until I give thee notice '

' Dull beast
!

' rej-lied \'arney ;
• in my lord's

nresen humour it were the rcajy way to confirm
1 m in his rcso ution of retirement, should heknow that his lady was haunted with such a
spectre in Ins al,sence. He would be for playin-^
the di;agon himself over his golden fruit, and
tliei

,
Tony, thy occupation is ended. A word

to the wise-tarewell-I must IbU.nv him.'
He turned his horse, .struck him with the

of his iZ!
""'^"' '''° '"''"^''"^' '" '''"'^''it

'Would thy oeeu[)ation were ended, or thv

Fn'l,'°Mi\
''?'""'-''' I'^n'le''!' «'"'l Anthony

Foster ' But I must fbllow his beck, for his
inteiest and mine are the same, and he can windthe proud earl to his will. Janet shall give le
these pieces, though-thcy shall be laidSnit insome way for (io.l's service, and I will keep the
separate in iny strong chest till I can fall upona fitting en.poyment for thein. No contagious

u Hs a'r/ '^'T*'''
°" Janet-she shall rc4ain

pile as a b ess3d .spirit, were it but to j.ray God
tor her father. I nec.d her prayers, for I anat a hard pass -Strange reports arc abroad concernmg my way of life. The congregation look
old on me

;
and when Master Hol.fibrU, spike ofypocntes being ike a wliitcd sepulchrc,\vhi<^

vithin was full of dead men's bones, me houghhe looked lull at me. The Romish w as a con -

fortable kith
; Lainbourne spoke true in that Aman had but to follow his thrift by such wav^

as ofTered-tell his beads-hear a nufss-con e4and be absolved. These puritans tread a harder
'

and a rougher patli
; but I will tiy-I will read

'

.ny^Bible for an hour ere I again o^pen mine iro;,

wblmT/V "''?"*'"'S' «P'"''«^ nfter his lord,V oni he found waiting for him at the postern-gate of the i)ark.
'

'You waste time, Varney,' said the earl ; 'and

t]T:T- ^. T"^ ^'^ "t Woodstock before I ean

^ournJ?.
"' " "'y,'>'^Si"««; ">"] till then, Ijouiney m .some peril.

'It is but tw-o hours' brisk riding, my lord
'

said Vainoy
;

'for me, I only stopped to enforeeyour commands of care and^sccxA.y on yo 2rFoster, and to inquire about the abode of legentleman whom I would juoniote to your lordships train, in the room of Trevors.'
^

think'!f^*i'^
^"\ -*''"•

V\^'''^''^"
"' tl'c antechamber,

tninK st thou ? said the earl.
'He promi.ses well, my lord,' replied Varney

;but If your lordship were pleased to ride on Icould go back to Cumnor, and bring him to your

ship at \\-oodstock before you are out of

.
^^ hy, I am asleep there, thou knowest, atthis moment, said the carl; 'and I pray y.,,not to spare horse-flesh, that you maj be w^i,me at my leve(^

•'

«o saying, he gave his horse the spur, and
.;ccedc, on his journey, while Varney rodeck to Cumnor by the j,ul,Ii,. ,.„ad, avoiding
he park The latter alighted at the door of thebonnie 15 ack Hear, and desired to st,eak wi h.Master Michael I.ambourne. That respe,.tablo

character was not long of appearing bcfoieus new patron, but it was 'with clowncast
iookh.

'Thou hast lost the scent,' said Varney, 'ofthy comrade Trcssilian-I know it by thy haii"-dog visage. Is this thy alacrity, thou iinpudent

' Cogswounds !

' said Lamboiirne, ' there wasnever a trail so finely hunted. l' saw him to
.11 til at mine uncles here-stuck to him like
ices -wax-saw Inm at supper-watched him to
s chamber, and prcsto-hc is gone next morn-

ing, the very hostler knows not where '

'

'This sounds like ],ractice upon me, sir,'
replied \ arney

; 'and if it proves so, by my soulyou shall repent it
!

'

^ ^

'Sir, the best hound will be sometimes at
fault, answered Lambourne ; 'how should itserve me that this fellow should have thusevanished

; ^ on may a,sk mine host, (Ules C!os-
liii''-ask the tapster and hostler-ask Cicelv
ancT the whole household, how I k^ eyes c!,'.
liessihan while he was on foot.-On my soul, Icould not be expecte<l to watch him like a sick-
nurse when I },ad seen him fairly a-bcd in hischamber. That will be allowed ine, surely V
Varney did in fact, make some inquiry amonghe household, which confirmed the truth o^

J.ambourne s.statement. Tre.ssilian, it was unani-mously agreed, had .lepartod sud.lenly and unev-
pecteJly, betwixt night and morniin'

I
aJue of his reckoning, with some"allowance tothe servan s of the house, which was the less

necessary, that he saddled his own gelding al tseems, without the hostler's a.ssistance
'

Thus .satislied of the rectitude of Lambourne's
;:onduct,\arney began to talk to him upohi.s
luture prospects, and the mode in which hemeant to bestow himself, intimating that he
understood fnmi Foster he was not disinclined
to enter into the liousehold of a nobleman

.

Jiavc you,' .said he, ' ever been at court ?

'

Ao, rej)lied Lambourne
;

' but ever since Iwas ten years old, I have dreamt once a-week
tfiat 1 was there, and made my fortune '

It may bo your own fault if your dreamcomes not true, sai.l Varney. 'Are Jou needy ?

'

Urn I replied Lambourne; ' I love j.lea.sure.'
Ibat IS a sufficient an.swer, and an honest

one, said Varney. 'Know you aught of the

Zt^tT.'^^^""'"''^'""^^'-''*^'''-°^^nsing

',1 have imagined them to myself, sir,' an-swered Lambourne; 'a.^ for example a quickeve-a close mouth-a ready and bold liand-a
stiaip wit, and a blunt conscience.'


