
THE DISCOVERER OF LAKE GEORGE

Was his fate revealed to him? Did he foresee what was 
to happen? The Venerable Marie de l’Incarnation declared 
that in her opinion his words were a veritable prophecy. 
Ordinary people will read that meaning into them also.

With him were some Huron guides and a jeune gar(on 
named Lalande—a donné like Goupil, who wanted to die 
for the Faith. Before they reached Ossernenon the news 
came that the Mohawks had dug up the hatchet. A box 
which Jogues had left behind him had started the war.

Indeed on his previous visit he had been apprehensive 
of such an eventuality, for he had shown its simple con
tents to the Mohawks before he left, so as to allay their 
suspicions which he perceived were already aroused, and 
hence when the pestilence broke out, and the crops with
ered, the savage inference was rapid ; viz., the evil came 
from the mysterious box ; there was a manitou in it. They 
hastened to get rid of it, and threw it in the river. But that 
very delusion of theirs, fatal as it was. serves to establish 
beyond any doubt that their wrath was aroused against 
him, not because he was a white man, or a Frenchman, or 
a friend of the Hurons, or because he had revealed their 
plans to Montmagny, but solely and absolutely because his 
manitou had wrought them harm. That manitou in their eyes 
was Christianity, which was displacing their ancestral dei
ties; and thus in the wilds of America they did precisely 
what the old Romans did when they strove to crush out the 
Christian “ superstition.” The conditions were identical in 
both instances.

As soon as his guides were apprised of what had hap
pened they took to flight. But he kept on his way, though 
he might easily have saved himself by returning to Quebec. 
By his side walked the faithful Lalande. Two days more 
would have brought them to Ossernenon. He was at Lake 
George when the Iroquois met him. Approaching them they 
saw the sorcerer Ondessonk in his priestly robe. He was 
no longer an ambassador but a missionary, bent on teach
ing them the religion which they not only hated but which 
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