
lay the foundation of a new Uxlge to be Immediately built, which accordingly
was done, and the Brethren having returned to the Lodge, It waa agreed to
meet by 7 o'clock to spend a few houra together on the oocaalon in Harmony
and Conviviality." At a meeting held on the 16th September, 181», to con-
aider the providing of money aufflcient for the erection of a new Lodge, it waa
decided "to borrow the aum of four hundred pounda aterling from Capt. Daniel
Reld, of the 'Prince Bmeat Auguatua' cutter, who appeara diapoaed to accommo-
date the Brethren with the samai"

The wood fo the buildinga waa obtained from Mr. John McKenzle, Junior,
who writes the L jdge to the effect that he intenda aending the achooner "Per-
severance" off to the east of Norway with the leaat poaaible delay, and deairea
to treat with the Committee to fumiah auch quantity of wood and of such di-

menslona aa may be required for them.
The contract for the maaon work waa secured by Bro. John Loban. whoae

eatimate waa £468 8s. sterlin,.'. but in the end stretched out to £673 5s. The
Joiner work waa in the hands at Bro. John McKenzie, senior. Joiner, who waa
recommended by the Committee "aa being c oat lik<»ly to fulfil hia engage-
menta to their satisfaction," and the plaster work was carried out by Mr. Dun-
can Bain, also recommended by the Committee.

1820.

Fifth August, 1820, "As the sum of three hundred pounds will be required

over and alwve the amount already liorrowed and expended, the meeting re-

quest and authorize the Committee to borrow the aforesaid aum of three hun-

dred pounds from the Friendly and Incorporated Trade Societies, or from any
other person or persons." The Brethren who had subscribed sums in loan to

the Building Fund were called upon to pay one moiety to the Treasurer on the

23rd of November, and the other moiety on the first Thursday of December.
Intimation was also issued to all Brethren who were in arrears of their Just

and lawful dues that they must pay up upon the same date, otherwise prose-

cutions would be commenced against them.
It was found necessary to dispose of the old property to pay off debts in-

curred In building the new Lodge, in pursuance of which a better was written

to Mr. Adam, Factor for Ste<wart Mackenzie, of Seoforth. Intimating their Inten-

tion of disposing of "the moat spacious house in the Burgh of Stomoway, with

wings, that afford much accommodation, at a price of £750 sterling, which is

considered very reasonable, and which the Brethren would by no means offer

so low but for the present depressed state of every kind of property.

"

1822.

Seaforth evidently declined the offer, as upon the 15th October 1822, a
letter from Bro. John Macaulay, merchant, to the following effect, was pre-

sented to the Lodge: "Sir,—I beg leave to offpr you, as representing the

Brethren of the Fortrose Lodge, Stomoway, the s, in of seven hundred guineas

for that tenement of houses, outhouses, garden and whole pertinents, com-

monly called the Mason Lodge of Stornoway, situated in Cromwell street, my
possession and entry to commence at Martinmas first, and payment of the price

to be made as follows: I shall procure the Brethren a valid discharge of the

heritable debt and interest due thereon constituted by the heritable bond over

the foresaid property in favour of Capt. Reld. of the 'Prince Ernest Augustus'

cutter, at the said terms of Martinmas first; one moiety of the balance of the

above sum of 700 guineas after paying Capt. Reid's heritable debt and Interest.

I shall pay at the next Saint John's Day, and t:ie last moiety or balance I shall

pay at the term of Whitsunday, eightee'- hundred and twenty-three. The
Brethren are, of course, to defray the whole expense of the disposition to be
granted In my favour.

(Signed) "JOHN MACAULAY '

This offer was unanimously accepted by the Lodge.

1823.

The new buildings were finally completed in December. 1822. at a total

coat of £1,365 138. 2d., end in the same month the Brethren held their first

meeting under the roof which still shelters them.


