
or the ben hare b«vn pspooed to wvere pold durinK the o«rlT part of the winter, and
Mpecially if the {o,>A i* unwholi»ome. thore will be a heavy oonaumption of utore.
and a rapid accumulation of f^^. brinffinjr about a condition known a« .ly^entcry,
thm how. itself in cxcwmive heat prcnlurtinn and in jjrcat rpntlcwnnw, tnanv of the
iiek bee* leaving the hiv- a* noon as the temperature ri«e« a little, but while it is
still too low for a f«vour«",Ie fliKhl. co that they die outtide in larRe numbera. Usually
the abdomen is distended and the mouth of the hire is soiled with the brown f»ces.
In a bad cas.' of dysentery, the colony usually die* before sprinK. or it survives with
to few bees, and these no much enfeebled, that it fails to becoire profitable.

Since bees wear and a«p in winter just aa surely, though not *o rapidly as in sum-
mer, and a maximum population is needed to survive far into the sprinK rn order to
raise a larKe quantity of brood then, it is important that the beea poinK into winter
should be younit.

The«e facta explain why successful winteri'njf d.|Kinhi priiv.ipfllly uix.n the above-
nienti ned three cncidition*. which »»• may repeat: populous coloni.-x coiixi^tinff mainly
of younir bees, plenty of whoW.nie -tores in the combs, and ade<4uate protection from
the cold.

STRONG COLONIES OF YOUNG BEES.

By yound bees we mean those that have done little or no field work, but they
should have hiui at least one flijrht l>eforc winter. Where there is no late honey flow
tliesc bees will U- raiwnl principally in AuRunt and early September. The best
way to ifct bce^ raised in larsre numbers n Aujnist and SeirteniWr is to have in the
hive a queen raised the same year, this queen to bejrin layiui? not later than the
middle or end of .Inly. Thia means that she should be raised in .Tune or early July
durintt the honey flow from clover. No better conditions for rearing queens exist than
th.»e found i-n Canada during the -lover honey flow. Not onlv will the colony con-
taininK this young quei-n raise more and better bees for winter than one containing
an old queen, but the youiiir queen will be more prolific and profitable the followinjr
reason. It may not. however, be c.rivenient to requeen evsry colony every Year, ami
a vigorous year-old queen will make a good colony for winterit.(? if the colony is
stronir in July. Colonies that are not strong in the fall should be put together so
that ea.-h hive contains enough bees to crowd over at leaet eifht combs of Langstroth
size before the weather is cold enough for clustering closely.

WirOLESOME STORES IN PLENTY.

It is fortunate that, as a rule, the homeys of the north are more wholesome for
winteriiiff than those of the south.

Clover honey is an excellent winter food for bees. In places around Lake St
.lohii. gne.. where the honey stored comes entirely from alsike and white clover, the
bees winter well in spite of nearly seven months of confinement in the ce'lar Buck-
wheat honey has a.6o been found satisfactory for wintering in the region where this
plant gives nc<tar.

On the other hand, dandelion honey has proved unwholesome. Some of thehoneys gather.^ in late summer are also unwholesome, especially those found incertain marsh distru-ts m the Maritime Province*. The honey of the hard maple hasbeen complained of oy beekeepers in southern Ontario. Dandelion honey and thehoncv reported to con." from hard maple granulate so hard in the combs that themntenng bees may hno .t 'difficult or i.nrx,ssihle to remove and use the honey.- aIOttawa, hard gran.ila.ed honey, which it is susinvted comes partlv from sweet cloveroccasionally causes cixs.deral.U- loss of bees in winter for the same reasoo.


