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quantity of fiber likely to be offered. And when,

in 1787, Edmund Cartwright, clergyman and poet,

invented the self-acting loom to which power might

be applied, the series was complete. These inven-

tions, supplementing the steam engine of James
Watt, made the Industrial Revolution. They
destroyed the system of cottrge manufactures

in England and gave birth to the great t .jctile

establishments of today.

The mechanism for the production of cloth on a

great scale was provided, if only the raw material

could be found.

The romance of cotton begins on a New England

farm. It was on a farm in the town (township) of

Westboro, in Worcester County, Massachusetts,

in the year 1705, that Eli Whitney, inventor of

the cotton gin» was born. Eli's father was a man
of substance and standing in the community, a

mechanic as well as a farmer, who occupied his

leisure in making articles for his neighbors. We
are told that young Eli displayed a passion for

tools almost as soon as he could walk, that he mad
a violin at the age of twelve and about the same
time took his father's watch to pieces surrepti-

tiously and succeeded in putting it together again

so successfully as to escape detection. He was able


