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CLIMATE

The elimatc of fcntral Briti-li Coluinhia inav Im- said in Rcnerid terms to lx>

uiodcrHlc or vcr.v temperate. It has a congiderabli; .vearly latitude and vuri.- from
west to east in fairly well defined belts parnlleiing the c.aat lino and the Uoiky
n.t.uiitnilif. Thetc belt*. oorie-p(,n.l lelosely to the toixigraphical features .,f the
country and may be roughly defined under four headings, namely, the Coastal belt,

the i^riterior phitfini belt, the I{o( ky llcuntnin belt and the (Ireat Plains belt. The
interior belt in the ^.uth.m lunt df the pn.vin.-e i- divide<l into wet and dry stn-tions,
but the dry portion extends in a very liniite.1 diKree into (Vntral Hritish Columbia
and may be omitted in considering the climate of this area.

The IV^istiil belt comprise!, that j.art lyinjr west ,.f the summit oi the Coa^st

rnnse <.{ mountain*. It has Mie nii1il.-.t climate (.f the four belts, also the heavi.-t
piicipiliitio':!. The mild climatj is due mainly to tlio warm Japan ocean current
whi.l, ilows southerly along the .-oast and exerts a mo<lerating influence somewhat
simihir to that of the famous Ciilf Stream of the Atlantic ocean. Tlie westerly
winds of the Paiifie liherate most of their moisture before <'rossing the high, .-old

peaks of the Coast mountains and thus give a v.ry heavy rainfall in this belt. The
inoximity of the (Kjeon with the moderatiii- iulluriKe of its lio.iy of witer tends to
inaintai-:i n uniiorm and minimum range of daily variation in the temperature. The
ranne between summer and winter temperature is „lso small. Summer days ^eIdom
rise above M) degrees Fahrenli, it. while the winters are comparatively mild, zero
weather being an cxcejition.

The f:i,i.t.r lart of the pr<eipitati,m of the Coast belt is in the form of rain
except in the higher altitudes of the mountain, where snow can bo seen at anv time
..f the year. The snowfall is nevertheless heavy itself as the total yearly pr.cipi,ation
.•in.ounts to al*.ut KO inches on an average. In reckoning the total precipitation it
IS the practic" to consider ten inches of sno^v wjual to one inch of rain.

(•n a folloivirg page a table appears shov.iuir a summary of temperature an.l
pn-cipitation rtcor.ls of the year IMS obtai.icd by the JleteoroloLMval Scrvi.'e of
Canada at twelve stations situated in various part.s of Central British Onuimhia
Three of those are coast stnti..ns. namely. Anyox. Prince Rupert a:id B,llakul',
wlnle a fourth. Te.Tace, lies m the Sbena valley in the heart of the Coast mouu-
tiins. It will k. observed by a refer..nce to thi. (able that tlie coast stations s„ow
« heavy precipHati,.n. tliat of Prince Riqiert amountl-iir to »;!..I2 in,-lw- \nyox C,:.\U
Bellakula r.S.Ol. and Terrace 409. The avcraLv yearly precipitation i/souiowhai
h.pher, that of Prince Rupert being about 107 !„,.],,... On the immcliato roast there
is more rain and snow than in the districts lying at the heads of inlets and in the
nver valleys „o„rcr the mountai-ns. In .January of ILls Anyox had somo 4^ inches

,

<.| MOV Md 1t:..,< Fiifrt only 4, but the total rainfall and snowfall combined of
the one was almost equal to that of the other. Bellakula has an avera-e veiriv
rainfall of about 3fi inches and a snowfall of about 54 inches. In the \aas "valley
the rainfall and snowfall are both heavier. At Terrace both rain and snow are less
Zero weather ,s seldom encountered in the coast regions. At Terrace the werther is


