
structure in the building of which we have so fn-.-iv expended
.•very pre,..nt resonrce. and have with .uch high'conadcnce
pledged the resources of the future.

But it is no I >nger possible tor any C.nadinn to ,le„v to hi.country he .tatus anu d.gnity of a nation. Hrit..a ideals

ZtZ r 7'"" '° "' '^" continuance and growth of the

Tntr . /
7^«"^-"""^^'"t with wh. . we have been so long

ntrusted Onr connection with the Hriti,h r'rown. thoughmforn..d by the deepest and .no.,t strenuous lovaltv. s a connect.on wh.ch .nvolves no econo. u- fe.ter.. and which is rapidly

\\ .nake our own laws. .No attempt i.s nmde at ImpoHal con-
rol of our trade ta :% .ith the world, includ.n, lilaain. teonis no longer i^.^sible to withhold from us the right tomake our own treaties, even in cases which ,nav indirectly

tiz'c' 'T'"''-
'"^'^'' ^'""'-- h«^;be;^:•tl'

dravvn, and Canada manages, wit]M>ut reviow or appeal her.nihtary affairs. The great fortified harbours of'^C nadl

s stem by w uch she maintained her naval supremacy andffecuvely policed the world, have been assumed bv CanadaIn her outlook towards liritain. Canada, while loval, is inde-pendent, .he faces the rest of the world, in e- /essenttl
8U180. a free, autonomous, and Imperial Power.

The time has, therefore, come when this, and every otherproblem which nationhood presents, press for solution upon

4 nH .. "Tl'^'
^'^"'' ^''^'''^ ^*""g^ ''' ^«««"tially severed.And the solution, to be acceptable and permanent, n.ust bereached by applying Canadian n.inds to questions whichare primarily of Canadian moment. Of these none is of greate

interest or presents greater complexity than that of a Canadian

tZi' . ?
*^"''"'' *° understand and appreciatehe h..toncal reasons for the intere..t we have alwav! takenn the lmpro^^ment of the Canadian Militia, while comparative

indifference has marked our treatment of Canadian nava
questions. Our geographical position and vicinage ha"hitherto accounted for the one and serve, in some degree toexcuse the other. While we have had long frontiers wehave had kittle property at risk upon the seas. Our possesionshave not attracted attention, or been likely to ..J:^^;
elsewhere than among our very good neighbours to the .thtouch of our seaports as seemed vulnerable have been fortified


