
urffes that universal military BervUe
would Injure business an-l trade. But
that thl.s Is not the ease is shown by
the result In Germany, where increase
in trade and cornin^i-ee has Ron-- hand
in hand with Inereastd strktness in
military univeisal servk-.-; Indeed em-
ployers ha\e universally stated that
the habits of (iiseipline and punctuality
Inculcated by military training have
proved of the ([rentcst benefit. Inns-
much as universal military servic-

,
means a better insurance ag-ain?t lios..!l-

ble national ruin. It u advantaseous to
;
every man. woman and child who has
an Interest in the maintenance of our
Einpii . others urge th.Tt univers;;l
military seiviie would prove an Intiii-
erable burden. Hut why? and uiion
whom? Tens of thousands bear the

: burden voluntarily now. and these are
men of bu.«lness and activity eniploved
In civil affairs. Xo: the burden is so

i described nio.st geneially by men who
j

are con.-tiutionally lazy and oppcsed
j

to even so .short a restriction upon
I

thoir comfort and idlcn.'ss. This so-
i called Inirden would by such a class
be gladly bought off by the continued
maintenance of an expensive and Inettl-
clent standing Army.
Universal military service mav be a

sacrifice to many, but is it not a proud
privilege to be allows il to offer sacri-
fice for the maintenance of our heri-
tage and for the defence of our homes?
Surely all classes are agreed that ti'C
protection of our tamllies and proper-
ties is not only a duty laid upon every
able-bodied man, but Is the proudest
duty upon which he can be employed.
Our nobility baa shown its readiness to
share in the risiis and hardships of x
foreign war. Our middle classes hive
given up comfort and safely to pnitect
the boundaries of the realm. The
"common soldier." Thomas Atkins, has
once more borne himself not only as a
brave but as Lord Roberts calls him
a "gentle" man. The spirit to dare
and to suffei-. to bear and to endure, is
as parainount in the Rriton of to-day as
it ever was In the Rriton of th- past.
Should occasion show that universal
military service is necessary for the
defence of the Empire, there can be no
doubt as to the respons which the Na-
tion will give when the question Is
asked.

I believe I have shown that such a
course is necessary. I bplieve that this
great q-uestlon will shortly be put. To

prepare for such a contlngemy. I have
ventured to put forward facts and
figures so as to prelmre the minds of
tho.*e among whom I am now i>lactd.
In my next letters I win venture lo
deal with the ndlltary .luestlon und.-r
universal military service, and offer
.suggestions as to how our drf.-nslv.-
position may he hettoreil without im-
posing unrciisonablc strain uj.on our
economic icsourccs. cspeciailv In Can-
ada.

IV.

V.MVEHSAL MlblTAlIV SBRVICf:

I.V THB rXITED KINGDOJI.

The nations of Europe who make un!-
ver.sal service the basis of their mill-
tar.- powei'. (all I ^ their manhood
in following pi'oportioti:

Auatrin-IlunKary, about one man for
every SO of populalion.
Be. glum. ai)out one man for everv

"0 of poijulntien.
France, about one man for every U

of population.
Denmark, about one man for every

-0 of population.
Oermanv. about one man for eve v

16 of population.
Italy, about one man for e\erv n

of population.
The I'nlted Kingdom, with her poi.u-

latlon of 3S n.lllions, could, therefor,
easily raise .1,0lli),( 00 men, but her m-
sular position does not render such a
force necessary, and exemptions might
be allowed to clns.ses who are not ex-
empt in .such countries as Fiance and
Germ.iny, Besides it Is reasonable to
believe that the voluntary spirit whiia
has taken such a hold upon the BiitNh
race would lead a very large proirar-
tion of our young men to voluntarily
arouire a military training, whiihwcuM exempt them fronr the annual
c..ui-..e of training to which otheis
would become llalde.
The Regular Forces. Ina.smuch as

they have to serve abroad, must con-
tinue to be composed of volunteers
At present It is estimated that .i.MJWI
recruits are required to m lintain the
effective strength of the ?32.,^i)il wi„cn
composes the Regular Army. Now, If
the regular forces are supplied only
from „„.n of the .Mlliti:, who have ,-„„,.
pleted their annual training, who have
acquired certificates of having passed
in drill and shooting, and who are of


