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m"Lest We Forget Iraq"
by Jeffery Czopor

Perhaps a most pertinent question raised by avid 
followers of the crisis in the Persian Gulf is "how can the 
general populations of the nations who became so 
intensely involved in the war now be so indifferent and 
unaware as to the proceedings and situations that exist 
there now."
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Looking from all different 

angles of this rhetorical 
statement, Rick McCutcheon, 
a peace activist and peace 
worker who lectured at STU 
this week, has attempted to 
revive North American 
interest in the Gulf situation 
so that all will become aware 
of the internal turmoil of Iraq 
that is literally destroying 
thousands of innocent people. 
It is McCutcheon's utmost 
intent that through this 
awareness the public will 
learn to properly dissimulate 
the actual people of Iraq from 
a political structure they so 
eagerly learned to despise.

Upon visiting Iraq last 
March (shortly after the end 
of civil fighting) and again in 
the fall, McCutcheon's very 
real and tangible confronta­
tion with the effects of defeat 
greatly moved him. His inter­
personal contacts with the ac­
tual culture and his witnessing 
of piles of dead bodies led 
McCutcheon to believe that 
the "almighty west" was in 
dire need to reassess the situa­
tion and their involvement (or 
lack of) throughout the 
country.

In his talk, the peace man such as Hitler, Mc- 
activist’s objective was not to Cutchcon has come to see that 
get maudlin or exaggerated, the entire humanitarian aspect 
bias or critical. Like actions, of this war has been stripped 
pictures often speak better from its very core and the west 
than words and McCutcheon has once again overlooked the 
had no other motive but paint common elements of a nation - 
the most realistic and accurate its people, 
picture he possibly could.

"For the most part, memories of war are shaped by victors - 
the voices of the vanquished are lost or dead. In the least, 
the memories on both sides are of the survivors. The tens of 
thousands of victims - children, women and men - only speak 
by their body language; the language of terrified contortion, 
rotting flesh and empty eye sockets. - McCutcheon

expressed that we have fallen 
prey to the proceedings of po­
litical red tape. "Somehow we 
are being encouraged to forget 
this war." Unfortunately, 
with the forgetfulness of this 
war brings about forgetful­
ness of its dying innocent vic­
tims.

The forum in which the talk 
was presented was very effec­
tive for instilling immediacy 
in the minds of the attentive 
audience. They passed glances 
of distress and dismay as they 
heard countless, disturbing 
tales of bodies, blood, tears, 
and chaos. Although many

I

. ’

V *As a continent, McCutcheon
:.vs L.ii

An Iraqi child sits in the rubble of a civilian quarter of Baghdad 
bombed by coalition forces.The chances of her still being alive 
are slim. Photo by Rick McCutcheon

Often enough, peace activists 
are accused of being righteous, 
pious, and merely interested in 
the salvation of endangered 
life. However, perhaps even 
more disheartening than the 
average person's conception of 
peace activists, is his/her con­
ception of other cultures.

McCutcheon believes that 
many have etched the face of 
Saddam Hussein and party on 
every living, breathing Iraqi, 
young and old, victimized or

Just as many would be ap­
palled at assimilating the en­
tire German population with a

tional issues, the UN and Eco­
nomic Sanctions, all appeared 
to become consumed with the 
notion that the Iraqi people 
themselves were not to blame.

who attended felt compelled 
to explicitly state that they 
did not agree with some of 
McCutcheon's opinions re­
garding politics and intema-
*77ie voices of Iraq's dead and dying have been silenced. 
What does the young soldier say as he catches sight of the 
tank's bulldozer blade pushing tons of sand over his body? 
Can we feel the weight of the sand as it closes over us? Can 
we feel the first grains of sand go up our nose, working its way 
into our throat, filling our lungs with death? Does the 
unemotional phrase 'Nobody said war was pleasant' capture 
that soldier's experience of warV - McCutcheonnot.
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Be on the cutting edge of 
Accounting. Study to be a CGA.

h
If you’re interested in the chal­

lenging and rewarding field of 
accounting, you want to be 
sure that you have that some­
thing extra. The CGA course of 
studies is an advanced ac­
counting education program. 
CGA is Canada’s first profes­
sional accounting designation 
to fully integrate computer 
technology into its program of 
studies.

Choose your courses wisely 
and you will obtain your profes­
sional designation soon after 
graduation.
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Program 90 Courses

FA1 Accounting 
EC2 Economics 
ME1 Managerial Math & Econ 
QM2 Quantitative Methods 

To find out more about FA2Accounting 
Canada’s most innovative and FA3 Accounting 
fastest growing source of ac- MA1 Cost Accounting 
counting professionals con- FNl Financial Mgmt 
tact: CGA Atlantic Region 
Educational Association, P.O. MS1 MSmt Info Systems 
Box 5100, 236 St. George 
Street, Moncton, N.B., E1C AU1 Auditing l 
8R2. Or phone (506)857-2204

U.N.B. (Fredericton) 
Equivalent courses 
BA 1203 & 2203 
Econ 1000 
Econ & BA 3603 
BA 3603 & 3604 
BA 4235 
BA 4236 
BA 3223 & 4227 
BA 3413 & 3424

CS 1043

BA 4238

Shown is Rick McCutcheon speaking at St. Thomas University.


