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T HEY tell me that the custom *of calling on New Year's Day isreviving. More ladies are staying at home to receive visitors;
and more gentlemen are making the rounds. It was a good

old custom in many ways, thougli it did-in days when drinking was
more common than it is now-lead to unfortunate results froma too
mucli conviviality. But'now that we, have become too civilised'to
look upon'even the incipient imbecility of maudlinism witli tolerance,
we ought to be able to revive the sociability, the old-fashioned
courtesy, the gayety of the custom without its less desirable features.
The fact is, th'at, outside the pale of " 'igh society," our gentlemen donot pay sufficient court to* our ladies after tliey have once entered
the sober dales of matrîmony. Only the youxng people practise in our
prosaic'day any of that chivalry which was so captivating a feature
in the life of our ancestors; and it would lie exýcellent training for
miost middle-aged hus'bands of my acquaintance to lie required to
spruce up on New Year's Day, lire a sleigh and drive around to make
calîs on all their wives' lady friends.

NM EW YEAR'S DAY at alI events calîs for a more joyous celebra-~'tion thant it usually receives. We get jollity enough at Christ-mnas. That is a holiday whic 'h our people have taken to with greatrelish, led on, I fancy, by the unconquerable liosts of boys and girls
who after aIl do miost of our lioliday-celebrating in this country,
whether in miid-winter or mid-summer. But, with most of us, NewYear's Day is little more than a day free from our customary labour.
The Scotch who~ still retain memories of the old landà make more ofit; but it is difficult for them to get up. much of a celebration in tliemidst of a cold and unstirred commu.nity. Yet it is a most significant
anniversary. It is the beginning of the New Year. In Paris, people
mnark it by going to dine with their frie 'nds or having their friends into dine with thiem. And, as, Christmas is the family festival, wemiglit well mnake of New Year's the festival of friendship. If we willnot go a-calling as our grandfatliers did, we can at least gather ourfriends around a festal board and turn the diary of the year just gonle
as it mnay affect our little circle.

''IîIs last year lias been a good one to us ini Canada. It lias seenus out of the deep trouble in which we were at its beg-inning.
Good times mnay not have corne again in full forc; but tlie bad timeshave gonie. There is now no more real uneasiness as to the future.All we dispute about is the date when the final revival wvill appear.It would lie most difficult in any case to check for long the progressive
prosperity of Canada. Nature is too bounitifuî to us. It is like tryingto keep a man poor who lias a large incomne frorn investments whichi
constantly dump into bis lap another fat instalment. Nations whichi
have no sucli outside sources of incomne, and which mnust toil for everycent they get, are in a different position. They have no0 royal roadaway from hiard times. They must work ont their own sl2;

or worked in any way. We are finding mines fromi whicii wealt
pours in a steady stream. \Ve are living fat off capital which othe
peoples have saved and which they now send in here in searcli of thi
opportunities whicli our new country offers.

Tl HEN Canada lias another advantagc which is well-nigh uiiiqu(
It is safe from war's alarms, and yct it lias neither a navy no

an army to justify this safety. No other country in the world is s(
liappily placed. Australia-in many ways a similar land politically-
lias an Asiatic peril on its northern frontier, and is building a loca
navy and talking of universal military service. Soutli Africa lias jus
been tomn by a great war. Not a land in Europe can be sure that
hostile army will not cross its frontiers; and not one can escape th(
burden of supporting an army. The United States is building one o
the great navies of the world, and lier people will have to bear'greate:
military burdens as the years go by. Canada alone is exempt-so Ion,
as she chooses to be so-and wliy? Because the people of the Uniteý
Kingdom furnish lier with protection. Whitechapel jack casts hhý
shield over the self-satisfied Peace Society of "Little Ontario." S(
long as we accept this position of "peace without lionour," we ar(
on the cliarity list of the poorest wretch in the Mother Country. Buil
I expect that we will grow ashamed of it some day and take up oui
share of the burden. If Britain should get into serious trouble ove,
these European complications and unfortujiately find lier powel
crippled-which 'God forbid-we may feel the pressure of the burder
sooner than we expect.
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Lord Roseberry on Municipal Government
"îKNOW there used to be a cheap sneer at municipal matters byIcalling th-em 'parochial.' I suppose I have what one of your

more ýeminent buirgesses, Lord Beaconsfield, used to caîl a'parochial. mind.' But my belief is that every day that passes overus the great municipalities of this country are growingý in power, iinfluence and in majesty. Their offices are daily more coveted, theirhonours daily more clierished, and their work expands every hour
in usefulness and benefit to the country at large. I think I am' notsaying too, mucli wlien I.,say t'hat the time is not remote wlien mer"
who wish to do the public service will prefer even to do it in munici-
pal rather ýthan in parli 'amentary life. And I think so for this reason;that in the practical work which you do in municipal life you get amore immediate return for it than you do i11 Parliament. A poli-tician's life is apt to, be spent in futile action and barren criticismi.
But you, on your side, if you embark in the council of the town towhich you belong, have the opportunity of seeing your work ready
to your hand fruitful around you. Wliat you are able to effect yollsee achieved at once, and you see the results in the increased beauty
of your city and in the increased welfare and happiness of your
neiglibours and surroundîngs. As we know, politicians, on the other
band, with the highest aimis and objects before tliem, often have
to wait for their lifetime and not even to see in their lifetime theobject realised after which they seek."ý-Address on Social Problemrs.
Glasgow, 1890.
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A BIRD OUT 0F HAND.
his Bird). " If you're doing this war-dance in 1you wouldn't. I'm an old man audit doi't amus(bat His Majesty, Franz joseph, hardly appro
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