
THE ME xICAN TRADE LOC

THJERE s sorte place ini Alberta where themani with, a bushel, of wheat is interested
in Fort William and Port Arthur. Some-
where else in that distant province under the

Rockies there is a fanmer who talks with somte
ardour about Fort Churchill on Hudson's Bay; per-
haps it is the saine farmer. Again-and maybe
this is the saine far-looking grower of No. i hard-
thiere is a fanmer who is talking about tte Tehuan-
tepec raîlway which runs from Salina Cruz to,
Puerto, Mexico, across the neck of the Mexican
Isthmus. This fanmer of Alberta bas surely beguýn
to think in continents. H1e is flot the man wto in
Ontario forty years a go saw bis wheat uoaded on
a wooden vessel in Lake Erie and drifting ont hie
knew not where.

For the present, ttc Lake Superior ports get
the wheat. But there are sorte economic: people
wbo say that before Fort Churchitl is red with
elevators mucb of tte wheat from Alberta and the
Peace River witl te drifting down the Pacifie coast
to the harbour of Sauîna Cruz, thence ty the Te-
bauntepec raîlway across tte isthmus to Puerto and
from there to Liverpoot.

This is the romance of the long haut: but a
romance which may very soon become tighly
practical.

Thiree thonusand miles eastward fromr this Alberta
farmler withi the triangular vision there is a factory
in Eastern Canada whose owner wants to reach tte
dealer in Alberta with a case of gonds. At present
tie is doing it ty means of a transcontinental rail-
way; and the freigtit charges are not low. Sotte-
where in the eatthere is a manufacturer who, is
able tu figure that hie can ship -goods eastward to
the Atlantic seaiboard and float theni down to
Mexico, tranship at Puerto and ty the Tehauntepec
railway to Saunia Cruz; tranship again and pay
waýter rates to Vancouver and Victoria and Prince
Rttpert.

This; again sounids like tte romance of tbhe long

Buit this end of the romance t;as already been
tested. The Tehailntepec route is not an explorer's
dreami. Ttclebanee railway has beeni suiccess;,-
flilly opeItl for more than a year. It is oie tunii-
drcd anid inet 'y miles long. Over thîs road duiring

one()l line of steainihps atonie-ttc Amnerican-
Ilaaiantrnsipedfour hundi<redl thiousqand tons

of f reigtt; onle bund)(redl thouisand tons of manuifac-
tured goods east to west ; the balance of Hawaiiani
suýgar. Alaskan saînion, Californiia tinned fruit and
%\ine froin wvest toieast, most for United States ports,
sonie to the United Kingdom. Ditring thc tatter
part of tbe year also eoifee becgani to miove heavily
over this Thntpcroad; coifee from Chiapas
and Central Amierica, mnost of it carried out of
1'uerto, Me Ico vb the Hamiiltrg-Amnircanti lne.
Thec total amouint of traffie over this road-of goods
priginatinig ini and destinied to United States ports

alone-amou tto $38,o0o,000, this in practically
the fir.st year of operation.

Thuis muet for ttc economic value of the Te-
hauniiitepec ritilway to ttc Un'ited States atone; a
rute wbich tas anitedatc«f the P'anma Canal by at
Ieast six or seven year-, and whict before ttc

Paaaditcb is complete wilt have carried probatly
almnost a 'bittion dollars' wortt of goods and wheat
round ttc ltuge intercontinental loop. Once ulpon
a timie ttc Suez Canal was ttc world's grcat artcry
of trade by water hetween east and west. Later ttc
suipremnaey-so far as Amnerica and tonnage was con-
cerned-passed to Sauît Ste, Marie, Panlama oonis
uip as a butge future competitor witb both. But in
ttc nicantimie the Tcituntepec route is doing busi-
ness ty tte many millions.

Whiat tas already been donc for United States
shippers over this route may te donc quite as, wcll
for Canadians and Europeans. Vancouver is no
fartber from Halifax and St, John than is Nomie
fromt New York. Prince Rupert is nearer Liverpool
by ttc Tetauntepec route, so far as cost of baulage
i,; voncerned. thant E.dmonton is to LiverDool via

By AUGUSTUS BRIDLE

origin shipped from an Atlantic port in Canada and
carried across Mexico on the Tehauntepec railway
may be admitted at the ports of Victoria and Van-
couver, B.C., without payment of customs duty,
when carried by water in British registered vessels
under Canadian customs manifests and when the
transfer between the vessel and the car at Puerto
Mexico and Satina Cruz is made under the super-
vision of an officer of the Canadian Customs."

Following cornte the details as to how goods are
actually transhipped from Puerto to Salina Cruz
and thence to Pacifie ports free, of duty.

Two steamship lines have alreacly made an
agreement as to the carnîage of Canadian goods.
On the eastern side of the isthmns the Eider-
Dempster line bas agreed to quote eastern shippers
a through rate from the Atlantic seaboard to, the
Pacifie, wehereby the eastern manufacturer may
reach the western dealer without paying two charges
for freight. On the Salina Cruz end of the Tehaun-
tepec railway the Canadian-Mexican steamship line
agrees with the Elder-Dempster to tranship goods
carried by the road and take a percentage of the
through rate quoted the eastern shipper. Similar
arrangements cover the west-to-east transit. From
Montreal to Vancouver by water is about forty days
inclusive of transhipment at the isthmus to reach
Vancouver. This is the romance of the long haul;
but it becomes very practical when already the rate
via Tehauntepec is twenty per cent. less than the
rate by rail and lake across Canada. It will he stili
more practical when the rate is stili furtber reduced
-as bysome it is expected to be very shortly.

Now the Canadian-Mexican line bas been a com-
mercial certainty for soute time, and was established
before there was any dream of the Tehauntepee
route. Tt was subsidised by both the Canadian and
Mexican governmients at fifty thouisand dollars a
year for the purpose of imnproving and developing
trade between Canada and Mexico. Concerning this
trade there are at least two opinions. The Mexican.
goverrnment are not deliriouis over it, Tbey have
cut the subsidy in two. Canada bas promptly tacked
that on to the former subsidy, so that Canada now
pays seventy-five thouisand dollars a year to Mexico's
twenty-five thousand-to keep this trade developing
and improving.

What is this trade? Fromt Mexico to Canada-
asphaltumn, saIt, oranges, grape fruits, hemp and
stugar. Total value of this trade for the last fiscal
year was just about haîf a million dollars. On the
other end of the su!,s)idised service Canada shipped
Io Mexico just about a million dollars' worth of
manufactures for the saine period. This consisted
of seeds and grain, cernent and lime, calcium car-
bide, coal and coke, corda ge and rope, machinery,
paper,. lumber, wood manufactures and spirits.

At present sixty per cent. of what Mexico buiys
cornes fromt the United States, This is natuiral but
not nccessary. Mere contiguity does not do aIl the
couniting. Tte water haul overeomes bialf of that.
Canada may reasonably expect to redulce the per-
centage somiewliat by cultivating better trade rela-
tions witt Mexico. Mr. A. W. Donly, Canadiani
trade commnissioner in Mexico, has been doing sorte
tall talking about this. H1e says Canadian manu-

M R. ARNOLD HAULI'AIN, private secretary
to Mr. Ooldwin Smith, and a frequent con-
tnibutor to magazine titerature, as weII as

the author of books, finds considerable fanit witt thc
new readers preparcd for use in ttc public sctools
of the Province of Ontario. Mr. Hatltain's opinion,
as expressed in ttc Ca"adian Magazine for October,
is that ttc new text books reflect more credit upon
ttc publisters, the T. Zaton Co., Toronto, than upon
the learned gentlemen who compiled ttc books.
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facturers are guilty of the sanie laxity ir
as some British shippers are in Canada. H
Canadians of lack of enterprise. Wher
States llrms have agents in the field, Canad.
or none. Where the United States advi
good Mexican Spanish in Mexican papers
does little or noue, and what littie she d
mongr-el Spanish cooked up ini Canada fri
tionary. Canadians also expect too muti
higli rating front Mexicans and extend far
credit.

However, much of this may be overc
Mexico gets, doser to Canada by mean
Tehauntepec route. When Salina Cruz L
port of transhipment for Canadian wheat
reasonable to, expect Mexican trade wvith(
increase. Ships that carry down wheat
Cruz must have something for return carg
balance of trade now in favour of Canae
easily lessened. With wheat bottoms needi
on the return voyage the ratio of two to oi
Mexico will easily disappear. With exp
Mexico increaslng in proportion to tl
cargoes the imports into Mexico fromn Co
naturally tend to increase also. Trade beq
The country which setîs to, Canada is tr
to, buy from Canada. The sîxty per cent.
of the United States should begin to di
soon as Canadian wheat begins to float
Cruz and is transbipped to Puerto
Tehauntepec.

Expert evidence on the détails of frel
etc., is furnished ty Captain T. H. Wors
ager of the Canadian-Mexican line, whio
the Pacific Marine Review says:

"To make rates via tte Tehaunitepec r
pete with tramp tonnage or ail water toi
not te posibe so long as the rate prevý
season is in.effect, when as low as 24s. v
for cargoes. It probabty will be possible,
to make a rate to compete with the old r
route, providling the C. P. R. brings the
Alberta points to Vancouver down to 15
ioo pouinds, or ini proportion to the cost o
froni Alberta to Fort William. We muiis
tihat there is one great obstacle to te ov
shipping wheat via ttc Tehauntepec and tl
the time comçsq in winter, and that AtIa
touching at the opposite end of the Mexc
obtain good-paying cargoes both in coife,
ton. Until the gra in moves in volumes t
additionial tonnaige, it wilI te difficult t
Atlantic boats to accept a smnatl rate on
comparison to the better-paying cargoes
etc. '

Meanwhile the Canaiýdia-Mýexican lit
ready to begin sliipp)ing this year's Canac(
just as soon as the wheat can te got f roui
tors of Alberta to Vancouver. Thie steamie
is designated. as the pioneer in this enter
is guiaranteed to miake bier end of a ttirt)
voyage between Vancouver and Europ
On the first trip also it is promised that f
te fetched up which, en route front
transhipped at Puerto and Salina Cruz
up to Vancouver, wil have been only thirt
ouit-five days less than the original eý

in poetry that they cani aiford a page
'Bege' and exclude soi-e recognised, a
gem froni ttc wealth of Engtand's poet
asks Mr. Haultain.

A titerar y man of ttc attainments c
Haulltain, wto must realise thc profoi
of our own literature, prevalent in
ýl-,,,,A ntp' the -,ipnificaince attached t
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