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sLumbermen have goue through a bush and taken out tue best tîmber, the brushý and small trees furniali food for fire,.and the ultimate retauit is seen in this
picture. Un der propet management this would be a thriving yollng forest.
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In 1894 the disastrous fires that swept through
Michigan and Minnesota were started by timber
thieves who wished to oliliterate the evidence of
their depredations. If this is flot a criminal offence,
1 wotild like to know what is, Then, again, in the
states of Pennsylvania, New jersey and New York,
I have 'seen thouisands of acres of land that were
deliberately burned over to secure good crops, of
huckieberries. Nor is our own country exempt. In
the Labrador Peninsula I have seen hundreds of
square miles that were burned over by the Indians
ta make it easier to hunt for game. Officers of the
Geological Survey who are failiar with the couni-
try west of Hudson's Bay tell me that the same thing
has occurred there and in the Yukcon.' In ouur north-
ern spruice forests the danger fromi tire is'very great.
Xv here the trees do flot stand close together the
branches grow ail the way to the ground In open
spots reindeer moss covers even t he rockiest ground,
and under the trees there is a thick carpet of mosses
which at times becomes as dry as tinder. In dry
seasons the m-osses and the gumimy tops of the trees
burn with almost explosive violence, fortning a con-
tiruous sheet of flame which sweeps forward with
fearful rapidity-driving before it the beasts of the
forest and the birds of the air. In mnany cases even
the vegetable portion of the soil may be completely
burned up. Then long periods of time must elapse
befQre the conditions are favourable for forest
growth-especially where nothing but bare rock re-
mae nin I ill surprise many to learu that a light

fireruningthrough the forest and not kiîîing nma-
ture tinrber is a very serious affair. Stuch a fire is
hot enouzh to kilI seedlinz izrowth, particularlyv ine,
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