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at the flre.- Hie face presented a,
marked contrast to that of hie wlfe,
wbo was radiant with joy.

But that site was. the victor, and ho
was the vanquisbed.

CHAPTER XXVII.

B Ythe side of a lonely fiord ln Nor-y ay mall White house gleamed
ln the moonlilh.t. Behlnd it a great
wall of rock rose almost sheer to the
height of six hundred feet. In front
there wae a wooden landing-stage, and
a few yards away to the left. a large
black shed, so close to the water that
a man, could have walk-ed ln five stops
from the doorway Into the fiord. The
creek 4ere was very narrow, and the
base of the mountain on the, other
side, covered to the water's edge wlth
plue troos, was not more than two
hundred, yards distant.

On a rough wooden bench outelde
the house sat Ralpb Lowlck and hie
wife. Thoy were both looklng down
the fiord, towards the sea. A emall
steamer stood ont black against the
path. of xnoouligbt. It was movlng
seawards, because Its work was doue.
The machine was finisiied, and restecl
on a wbeeled platform wlthlin the
shed. It was ton feet square, and
weigbed tbree tons, but the ground
sloped gently to the edge of the
water, and a certain type of vessel
could lié alongslde the wall of rock,
so that its deck was lovel wltb the
ground. Snelh a vesse! hail been char-
tered and reconstructed for the pur-
pose, and it was expected wltbin
twenty-four bours. There was noth-
iug now to lie done but to walt.

Yet It was no time for waling; tbe
blow mlgbt lie struck at any moment,
sud If It proved fatal it would lie bard
to drive out the euemy wltbout cau18-
ing wldespread destruction through-
out the leugtb and breadtb of Eng-
land-destructlon that mlgbt take
baîf a century to make good again.
But Lowick and bis wife were, forced
to walt. All the workmen bad been
dlsmiseed; there wais no servant lu
tbe bouse; tbey were alone by 'the
edge of the desolato fiord wltb -the
destlny o! a nation ln their bande.

"We must make the experiment to-
nigbt," e.ald Lowlck, after a long
silence.

"Yes, Ralpb, to-night. Then you
tbink-you bave made Up your mmnd
that you wlll do this for England?"

1Yes-lf yon wlsh lt, Joan."1
«I do wlsb It. The niews-thle

mornlug-tbe man brougbt Lt from
Hemnas, dldn't he?"

"Ye-s; aniother disaster-two battie-
ships sud t'wo Cruisers this tIme. Weil,
Joan, sbail we try the machine now?"

"Yes, dear-if you thluR lt's safe.
You said you'd try It on the treos the
other side of the fiord; but that will
attract attention, won't it? The peo-
ple think it Is a new printlng maý
chine, dou't they?"

HeB laigbed. "Yes, dear," ho re-
~plied. "Tliat la wby 1 bave had to put
ail the parts togetlier mysel!, and
have bad them made ln twonty cil!-
forent worksbops. But Lt doesn't mat-
ter If we do scorch a few trýeeg."

She klssed blm, aud arm In arm
tlioy walkod tO the ebed, Lowlck un-
locked the doors and flung them open.
The moonligbt fell ou a large white
box of~ plain unvarnishod wood.

"A prlntIng machinýe!" laugbod La-
wlck. "I fancy it wlill print ln lettons
of fiame. Corne here to my eide.
JToan."

She' came to bis e3lde, and stood mo-
tionles as. be lit the lanteru and held
It close to the swltchboard.

"The writlng on the wall,', ho said,
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