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HERE will be ushered in on Dominion Day

nu the year nineteen hundred and sevetiteen

the Semi.-Centennial of Canaidian Confed-

eration-the jubilee of the Caniadiafi people.
outstanding importance of the event and the

3ate marking of it by Canadians should now

to possess the minds of our people and lead

to plan for its celebration on.a scale propOr-
to the growing greatness of Canada.

are not a demonstrative people. Those w'ith-

le border noting this have deemned us non-

tic. From time to, time, however, the deep,

" current of national sentiment lias risen

st some great obstruction and denionstrated

Sworld that patriotism is a force in Canada

ls such demands consideration and respect.

One may read the pre-Confederatioti debates

without being deeply stirred by the sentiments

Ud by our ever-to-be-rememnbered Fathers of

edleration. They employed their. great talents

xnost noble purpose when they sank party and

ffiial differences, as well as racial and sectariali

and together fougbt valiantly for a principhe

alone could miake thos& divided provinces great
enduring,
iedonald, Cartier, Brown, Tache, McGee, Laii-

HIowe, Tupper and other worthies gave thleil-

:unreservedhy to the realizatioli of national

'-the dream of a Uniacke (1800) of a Sewel

5), of a Robinson (1822), of a Durhamn (1839),

Hamilton (1855), and of a Morris (1858-9).

eracy. Surely, too, it is the highest form Of economny

to, preserve humnat lives and to conserve national

In 191i7 jet us witness to the world that we desire

to, magnify the triumiph of a great idea won by clear

intellects and eloquent tongues in the long ago.

T Tthe idea of unity prevaîl amongst us. [Lez

L 1917 deepen and widen thii,. Let the confi-

dence of Canadians in Canada increase, and the

godwill and harmoiiy of Our people grow abund-

antly Le srehz ta faith is better than dis-

trust, and conlcord than disagreement." t aioa
Let us prepare ourselves for this greatntoa

and imperial event by designating ourselves every-

whiere in Canada as Canadians, not as provin-

cialists. Let us not, anywhere în Canada, describe

ourselves by the tongue we speak, by an ancestral

race or by the church to whicb we adhere, And

f urthertor', jet us dwell uipon our many agree-

mients rather thani upon Our f ew differences. Pride

in Canada is a cardinal agreemenit, a noble resolve

to give bier Our willitig service, and national co-

operatiofi to accotuplisli great ends, ought to be

added thereto.
If WC -would hasten the day of the constructive

statesmnan, wec must as a people genineîiily pursue

great ideals. If men of vision are to realize for us

in racicethose tbings for whiichi we yearn, the

obligation rests ulpon us to formn a fine public opin-

ion. if Canadianîs generally uinderstood tbe deeper
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ý.RIS, of South Lanark, in treatilng this great

,luestion in his Nova Britannica, abolit the

of the hast century, said: "The dealing \vith

stinies of a future Britannic Emnpire, the

Sits course, the laying its foundations broadl

:ep and the erecting thereon a noble and en-

structure, are indeed duties that mnay weli

the energies of ou r people and nierve the

mrd give power and enthusiasmn to the aspira-

)f all true patriots.Y
>n Thomas D'Arc>' McGee quoted these pres-

words in tbe Legishative Assembly of tbe

Danada of 1865, cheers resounded throuighOut
il, imagination was quickened and hearts were

ely stirred.
L917 it were strange indeed if seeing realized

'at measure this splendid prophecy we f ail

ebrate everywhere in Canada the success Of

lesire and to do bonour to the nieemory of Our

forebears-tbe Fathers of Confederation.

AT the architects and builders of the national
fabric designed and executed well no on will

That they planned and laboured nobly, every

lian will gladly confess. Ought we not, then,

s the day of our increasing national strength

growing prosperity to pause in the rush oaf

li-to consider the work of their bands,

meaning of Confederation, 1917 would reveal to
ourselves and to the world a nation flot of magni-

ficent physical proportions only, but possessed also

of a truly great seul.

1 F the national mmnd is occupied with great ideas

1 and seeks their realization, the nation's progresi,

and safety present and future are assured. Material

progess cannot give Canada abding greatness.

Thespiritual side of the nation must be developed

if the nation is to endure.
A wider and deeper understanding of our history

and the retelling at the nation's firesides of tht

stories and traditions of the past will do mucli to

exait and strengthen the spirit of this people. The

pags of Canada's history have been ennobled by

great names; great figures played great parts under

the French and as well as under the English kings.

IN 1917 let us recali themn every une and more

ideeply carve their names and deeds on the na-

tion's marbies. In song and story let us aga 'in

celebrate the heroisms of the men and women, ay

of children too, of the Old Regimv, when fromi the

rude battiements of the New France proudly floated

the golden Mies of the Old.
In 1917 let us again teell the tales of rare courage

and patient sacrifice of those sturdy and high-

* principled men and women-the United Empire

Loyalists-of the long-ago. Let us consider the

things for which they stood and the sacrifices they

made at the high caîl of duty. The wildernesses to

which they came are to-day the homes of many

happy husbandmen and proud cities are planted

where they felled the massive maples.

Let the millions who have entered into their

labours rise and bless the forefathers, whetber

of French or of British origin, to whom we owe

the body and spirit of this nation of incalculable

pos sibihities. **

L VT the plan of celebration 'be inî art the re-

assembhlig at the nation's capinîtal of ail the

survivîng Fathers of Confederatiort and of aIl the

parliamientarians who have sat ;n the senate and

cominions since 1867.
bet there be reunions at the provincial capitals

of the assemblymien and councillor3 and of the lieu-

tenants-governor since Cnfederation.
Let ur judges and ex-j udges assemb~le for the

consideration of national measures,
Let the universities, colleges, and schools of

learning generally bid welcome to their graduates
scattered throughout the world.

Let the great men and women of Canada,
wherever resident, ,assemble here ini groups to dis-

cuss science, literature, art, music, medicine, en-

gineering, economics, philantbropy, education, con-
servation, government, and the many other coinplex

problenis confronting modern civic and national
life.

Let us bid come in 1917 the surviving pro-consuls
who hve represented their sovereign and ours since
the days when "Charles Stanley, Viscount Monck,
Covernor-General of British North America, and

Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief in and for
the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Bruns-

wick, and the Island o>f Prince Edward, and Vice-

AdmiraI of the same,» represented Victoria the

Good amongst uis.
And to this great f amily reunion of Canadian,

>home-gatbered from the whole wide world, let the

premiers of Britain and the Outer Britains be i-

vited as the nation's gulests.
And finally to this bis greaest Dominion beyoad

the seas, let the attendance at Canada's jubilee f


