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A DEPARrMENT MAINLY FOR WOMEN

The Working Girl in the WestTHE immediate reality of the problein of the
working girl bas been dealt with recently
and at length in this paper. Much press
comment, as a result, bas been aroused and

certain private communications, of a pertinent sort,
have arrived. 0f which latter is this letter froin
Mrs. Mackay, Vancouver, well known to the Cana-
dian reading world:

"41 WOULD like to express somiething of the
Sinterest which 1 have feit in the study of

Miss MacMurchy's articles on the Working Girl.
1 have followed these articles with appreciation and
with a growing sense of their value. It is very
evident that the writer knows ber subject; she,
gives us facts ngt verbiage, and states in lucid and
admirable forin the probleins over which many
tboughtful women have puzzled in more sentimental
and Iess systematic manner. One tbîng seems
plain-there ought to be some authoritative sta-
tistics upon which to base possible remedies. Miss
MacMurchy says that there are no such statistics
available, so when in some way tbe govermient bas
been convinced of the value of such statistics, a
first step will have been taken.

"Miss MacMurcby bas spoken largely for Eastern
Canada, but on a rising scale ber deductions are
equally true of the West. By a rising scale I mean
that everytbing is bigber out here. Wages are
bigber, but the cost of living is higher, too. Only
the othier day I talked witb a young girl who bad
leit a good situation in the East to come to a better
paid position bere. She was flot complaining, but
she said that she bad saved a little in the East,
Wbereas, bere, although ber wage was much
higher, sbe had saved notbing at all. For one
tbing, the big bouse rents mean heavy room-rent,
and so acute bas this problein become that 1 believe
the W. C. T. U. have on band a schemç for a girls'
Yoing bouse wbicb wîll provide working girls
WIith pleasant rooms at- a reasonable rate. The

Y.W. C. A. also bave a bostel where room and
board may be bad for the niodest sui of $3.7ý a
WVeelç. Tbe extremne smallness of this suin may be
akppreciated when I add that I know of two yoilng
girls wbo were lately compelled to pay $6 each
Weekly for one damp, unheated rooxu, that is, twelve
dollars a week, with no board at ail and no use of
auY sitting rooxu. This want of any sitting room

ia drawback greatly feit b>' girl roomers. It is
tO ieet this lack tbat some of the churches bere are
providing sitting roomns fitted witb sewing machine,
piano, books, and magazines, wbere
girls wbo wish ina>' meet their friends
or sPend their leisure evenings. A big
Cit>' is a lonel>' place for the bomeless
girl- Undoubtedi>' the corrpetition of
th e girl wbo lives at borne and is there-
fore willing to work for a less wage
is 1niversal. It would seent that the
O1l~y remnedy for this would be somne
fair minimum wage. PeiAiaps that
Wil Comne in turne, for, after ail, there

us o good reason why the girl wbo
,ives at homne ý;ho1id lie naid less than

the King and Qucen. At
it those dances under
Lady Minto's direction
provoked a deal of efl-
thusiastic praise. Can-
ada's interest, howeyýer, is
one on her own account
and is expressing itself in
a quick series of quaint
observances, particularly
in the cities of the West.
Winnipeg had recently an
old-time fete. And Van-
couver has just achieved
a unique and fascinating
entertainment in which a
gaine of whist was played
with human cards and
folk dances constituted a
leature.

A Regina woman, Miss
Gorden, who bas been
in training in the Dea-
coness Home in Toronto
the past year, leaves
shortly for Calgary to The Splendid Costumes W
assist in the institution of Yeî rs Ago Bail, Held

MisFleming, Royl
a home for the rescue During Trooping
and protection of fallen Hussar; 4, La

tleworth, Sp~
girls. The mnembers and Westphal
friends of the Y.W.C.A.,
Regina, who recently
heard Miss Gorden's noble add-ess on "Woman-
hood,'" express their utter confidence in this woman's
qualification in spite of the limi-ted period of
training.%%%

Miss Nesbitt, of Woodstock, and Miss Morrison,
Hamilton, played off the final for - the Ontario
Trophy in the Ontario Ladies Golf Tournament, at
the Hamilton Links, on june 7tb. The gaine
throughout was splendidly contested, the honours
finally falling to Miss Nesbitt.

The car of this country is on the point of being
borrowed by the Baroness von Sutter, an Austrian
noblewoman, whcise impressive novel, "Ground
Arms," won lier the Nobel peace prize in 1895. The
Baroness. is now in ber sixty-sixth year and the
earnest activities of ber last twenty years have
gained ber ber present reputation of being one of
the greatest advocates of world peace living. In-

orn by the Society Women Who Took Part In the Huudred
Iu London. Reading Prom, Left ta Right They Are: 1,
al Horoe Artillery; 2, Miss Kerr Clark, Costume Worn
of Colours, 1812; 3, Lady Newborough, Neapolitan
diy Constance Hatoh, Prussian Hussar; 5, Mrs. Shut-
anish Dragoon; 6, Countess Pauline Pappenheim,
m Infantry, and 7, Mrs. Berkeley Levett,

Bussian Hiussar.

ternational brotherhood will be the plea tbroughout
the proposed series ýof Canadian lectures.

The illness of H. R, H. the Ducbess of Con-
naught, wbo bas been suffering at the Royal Vic-
toria Hospital, Montreal, froin a sudden and severe
attack of perîtonitis, bas'been causing tbe wbole
of Canada much concern. The Duicbess bas been
winnying wbole hosts of new friends Iately and it
is cause for general gratification that the latest news
reports state tbat ber bealtb is irnproved.

Sixteeni alrnond-eyed japanese brides recently
arrived by the Awa Maru and were met b>' a cor-
responding number of Japanese grooms froin
Steveston, on the Fraser River, B.C. Tbe men
hiad just completed the terin of naturalization, and
sixteen unions were promptly certificated, and the
miarried ones-wbose naines we are not ambitions*
enougb to spell-alI went home to spend their boue>'-*

moons fishing. Trul>', the suni neyer
sets upon japan. We Wonder if tbe
Sikhs read the accounit.

Miss Rboda Simpson, Winnipeg'>s
first "daughter of rnusic," bas been
deinstrating latel>' to distinguished
bearers in London tbat ber violin bow
is tbe wand of a necromancer. It was
ber triumph recentl>' to charin the most
critical cars at a concert given b>' the
Lord Mayor ini bonour of Sir Ernest
Sha<ckleton. Miss Siinpson's faine is
widespread, if not froxu Pole to P'ole,
at least it niay be said to hbave touched
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