ALDERMANIC AMBIGUITIES,

Ald. Sam McBride, who recently got
a lot of publicity by reason of his vio-
lent tongue-lashings of other Toronto
aldermen, and his bumping of a
Smaller alderman’s head against the
Council Chamber wall for having re-
ferred to him as “a wind-bag,” started
off this year with a good resolution to
behave and avoid personalities. He
really meant it, but it is not in his na-
ture to be peaceflil. He loves a serap.
He ig the original type that would
rather fight than eat. So it is not to
be wondered at that he broke out into
belligerent speech and action ere the
year was out.

No member of Toronto City Council
i3 as active as Ald. McBride—they call
him “Silent Sam.” Counecil meetings
are held on alternate Mondays. The
Board of Cantrol reports are delivered
to the members on the previous Friday
night or Saturday morning. His
friends say that Ald. Sam is almost
glued to his telephone from the time
he gets hig report until Council meets.
calling up the members and directing
them how they should vote on the
various matters that are to be dealt
with. He would probably deny that
“directs” them, but nevertheless that
s what it amoumnts to when one talks
to “Silent Sam.” He also gets in
touch with a multitude of other peo-
ble whose interests are affected by
Board of Control recommendations,
and when he comes into Council the
alderman is loaded down with a mass
of data which keeps him talking ad
infinitum, :

At the last Council session he made
over a score of speeches, ]Z)ng and
short, with innumerable smaller efforts
and interjections, points of order, ete.
He has come to regard it as his right,
Say his critics, to speak after every
other member hags spoken, offering evi-
dence in rebuttal as it were, and in this
Wway he speaks-as often and as long as
the other 24 members of Council com-
bined." No chairman ean hold hin
He himself is permanent chairman of
the Committee of the Whole, but he
is constantly jumping out of the chair
10 make a speech, and the man he
asks to take his place very often gives
him free rein. Rules of order are the
Veriest trifles to “Silent Sam.” He
rides rough-shod over and through
them. They were made to be broken.

His manner of speaking is amusing
at first and then tiring. He frequently
Tepeats himself. He uses some odd
bhrases and words. “Tain’t fair!” is
one of his commonest exclamations.
“Let us deal with this' matter in a
business way,” is another McBride
bromide. “Exorbient” is his version
of “exorbitant.” Once, when the City
Council Manual was under  dis
fussion, he referred to it ag
Ule | “rityaly’ . e iwill . take a
fling  with equal east at the
baldhead or the business methods of
an opponent. He spares nobody when
€ can hit. But when the session is

. Over and they file out he greets his

foe of a few minutes before with a
“lmile and a slap on the back. At the
last meeting he had a wordy battle with
Controller Cameron. Next morning

" he met the Controller with a cheery

Smile and a “Hello, Bob—how are
You?’ Controller Cameron regarded
him with cold and calculating eye for
& moment and then in a sentence
Sized up the McBride character: I
don’'t know what to think of you---
You're a Dr. Jekyll and Mr, Hyde.”
And no doubt “Silent Sam” went
Straight out to make inquiry as to the

- Antecedents of the Jekyll and Hyde
~ Derson. wWe may expect to hear more

Of thig anon.

: Suggestion  to the Huns.
T‘he Huns are now aeclared to be
In direful need of wood—

Ay not use up those princelings of

The Hohenzollern brood?”
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BRANCHES AND CONNECTIONS THROUGHOUT CANADA
HEAD OFFICES AND EIGHT BRANCHES IN TORONTO
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ARE YOU SELLING PAPERS ?

This advertisement is directed to
Boys who are looking for a chance to
make extra money on the side.

uch / Boys are everywhere—and
everywhere they .are is also to be
found ‘an opportunity.

Canadian Courier 5¢ per copy
is the Biggest Opportunity yet placed
before you. Write me as early as
Dossible to secure a place to work in.

Sales Manager,
CANADIAN COURIER,
b Toronto.
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