
10 PAPERS RELATIVE TO EMIGRATION -TO

CANADA. from Great Britain of paupers and other unprofitable portions of the population, the
- amount required would shortly prove to be beyond the resources of the country, and

exhaustive of its means of employment. The most disastrous reaction must follow, and
Canada become at once a burden instead of a relief to the mother country ;n respect to
lier redundant population.

There is also another point of view in which I would wish to place this subject before
Colonel Gordon. The mere transfer to this port of an indigent tenantry, without au
alteration in any respect in their condition, gives -no reasonable ground for expecting
their subsequent successful progress. The numerous inconveniences which attend emi-
gration arc sufficiently trying to every class, and, with the addition of distress and
privation, must always induce unfavourable representations by the emigrants to their
i'riends who remain at home. The result is necessarily a disinclination to follow; certainly
an indisposition to make any exertions for this purpose. If, on the contrary, the land-
lord who is interested in the reduction of the population of bis estate sbould extend bis
assistance so far as to carry forward his emigrants to the occupation of land, or should
secure their advance to advantageous employment, the sure result would be, incitement to
industry and exertion, and the strongest desire on the part of all to obtain a similar
opportunity of benefiting themselves.

I am satisfied that Colonel Gordon, on being informed of the limited extent of the
resources of the Provincial Emigrant Department, and the nature of the claims for relief
to which it is applicable, will sec that to permit the arrival at this port of further parties
of bis tenantry, in a situation so destitute as that of the South Uist emigrants, will be to
risk a result as fatal to the people as it must be unsatisfactory to himself.

I cannot close this letter without referring to the wholly different circumstances under
which a party consisting of 986 persons were sent out in the past spring -by Sir James
Matheson, from the island of Lewis. These emigrants were provided with a passage to
this port, food and clothing, and on arrival were supplied with a week's rations and a free
passage to their ultimate destination. They had embark-ed in the earlv part of the
season, and nearly the whole landed here in July, when an unusual demania for labourers
existed in almost every section of the province. . About 400 proceeded to. Sherbrooke,
Eastern Townships, where those able to work obtained employment on the Montreal and
Portland Railroad at ample wages. The remainder went forward to Toronto, where they,
also, inunxediately obtained suitable- employment

The number of persons whose emigration bas been entirely provided for, either by land-
lords or poor law unions, has been unusually large this season. They bave generally been
provided with a sum fron 10s. to 20s. sterling on landing here, which bas enabled them
at once to proceed to join their friends or to reach suitable employment.

Canada generally offers a favourable opening foi- the réception of a portion of the
redundant labour of the United Kingdom; but it is essentially important that emigrants
should arrive here early in the season; if possible, in the months of May or June. They
should be able-bodied, and prepared for labour in their several vocations, and tbey sbould
be frce from aged or decrepid incumbrances. If then they possess sufficient means. to
convey themselves without delay to the different sections of the province, according to the
openings presented, they cannot fail to secure immediate employment at ample .rates of
wages.
. I have availed myself of the receipt of your letter to express at some length'my views on

the subject of the emigration of the destitute classes, and a copy of the correspondence has
been submnitted to his Excellency the Governor-General. I bave to request that you will
bring it, at your earliest convenience, under the notice of Colonel Gordon.

I am, &c.
(Signed) A. C. BUCHANAN,

J. Fleming, Esq., Chief Agent.
Factor for Colonel Gordon, South Uist.

Enel. s in No. 2. Enclosure 3 in No. 2.

DEAi Sm, Stornoway, Island of Lewis, -October 10, 1851.
My friend, Mr. J. E. Mathieson of Glasgow, has sent me from time to time copies of

the letters which you had the goodness to write to him respecting the emigrants from this
island, and I cannot deny mnyself the gratification of writing to effer you my most grateful
thanks for the very kind interest you have evinced in their welfare, and for the care

you have taken in seeing that my instructions regarding them were properly carried intò
effect.

I consider it a most fortunate circumstance for this country, that the care of the emigrants
on arriving in the new world should be under the control of one 'so %éll' quafied by his
sound judgment and kindness of heart to watch over and promote their best interests.


