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It will be faid, perhaps, that Spain, confiding

in our affiffance, will not yield in any point in a
negotiation for peace; whereas if we take no
concern in the quarrel, the accommodation we
defire will neither be tedious nor difficult.-
Wc have already anfwered this objeffion ; the
principles which we propofe to you to decree, fhall
Icave no doubt of our intentions to Great Britain,
and will evidently point out to Spain, that our con-
ftitution only regards as obligatory engagements of
a defenfive nature; our condufl fhall have no hoflile
afpeél, which is not warranted by neceffity. It can-
not appear hoffile to the Englifh, unlefs they wifh to
be the aggreflors; -befides, if it is truc that by aban-
doning our engagements, Spain will be forced to
niegotiate a peace more readily with England, is it
not eafy to forefee, (whatever may be the nature of
fuch accommodation) the irreparable injury which
our credit and our commerce will fuflain by fuch a ne-
gotiation. It is not abfolutely the Family Compaé
vhich we propofe to you to ratify, concluded as it

was at a period, when the Kings f'poke for their peo-

ple, as if the country which they governed had been
their patrimuonial inheritance, or as if the wili of the
monarch fhould have decided on their fate.

This treaty bears the fingular name of the Fanily
Compa J?; there does not, however, exifn one of our
decrees which does not announce to all Europe, that
we acknowledge none but NMtional Compat1s. In
this treaty (formed by a French Miniffer, whom
ambition fired to repair the loffes of an unfortunate

war,)


