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to that end ; and without claimig it as a riglt, We ventured. to suggestthat byaenabdingusto throw open the north.western territ r ieso free seule,Ment, and by piding us inenlarging Our canais and prosecuting internaiproductive works, atd by promoting an extensive plan of emnigration fromwulde nto te ansettild portions ofour domain-permanent securitywould bc more quckly and sure y and economically secured than by
ariy other ineans, We did flot fail to, point out lîôw ihis mniglit be douewithout cost or risk to the British Exchequr, und how greatly it woudlighten the new burden of defence poposed to be assumed at a momçnt ofdepression by the people of Canada.

Much discussion ensued on all these points, and the resaitarrived1utwVas tlat if the peple of Canada undertook the worrs of defence t atdwest of Montreal, and·agreed to expend in training their militia until theunfion of all the Provinces was determed a surmn othleis than is now ex-pended annually for that service, lier Majestyss Gvernent would con .plete the fortifications at Quebec, provide the wholearmament for ail theworks, guarantee a oan for the, si necessary toecostruct theworksundertaken by Canada, and in the event of wary cndertake the defence ofevery portion of Canada with ail the resources of t te Em hdpire.

The question having arisen as to the time and order in which thesepropositions should be subittedfor the approval of the imperial and Pro-vincial Legi atres, it appeared thattno action could be taken upon themuduring the present year; and it was therefore deerned inexpedient to com-Plicate the confederation question by changiug the basis of the Quebeccnference reslutions whichmight result from the present adoption ofthese propositions. Te further consideration of the defensive works wasaccordigy deferred for the action of the Government and Legislature of
the proposýýed British North American Confederation b ut the assurance ofHer Majesty's Governmient was at the sanetuea given, that if crurn-stances arose to render an application expedient by Canada alonifrimmediate prosecution of the works of defencenby applcaton woud bereceived in the most friendly spirit.

Ona the subject of the Amnerioan Reciprocîty Treaty we entered intefull explanations with the Inipera tpTMinisters. e exnlainedrh d ttageously the Treaty had worked for Canada, and the desire of aurpeople for its renewal ; but we showedat the same ture how ruehmore advantageously it had operated for American interestsmaneiweexpressed our inability to believe that the United States Goveramentseriously contemplated the abolition of an arrangemedt by whieh they hadso greatiy increased their foreiga commerce, secured a vast nd lucrativecarrying trade, and obtained free access ta the St. Lawrenc and ta theinvaluable fishing-grounds of BritishAmerica- and that on the sol gdrondthat the Provinces had also profited by the Treaty. We explaigroundimmediate injUry that would result to Canadan interests fron the abroa-tion of the Treaty; but we pointed out t the sane tirne the new and uti-mately more profitable channels into which our foreign trade must, intiiat evei, be turned, -and the necessity of preparing for the change if


