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T HF, production of iron and steel in Canada is pro-ceeding apace. At Sydney, Sault Ste Marie, HIam-

ilton and one or two other places, the industry is already

of considerable importance. Yet Canada is importing

N E WE R Avast quantities o! iron and steel,

1N E1 R A showing that the demand is mucli
I N IR O Ngreater than the snpply. Neyer-

theless there are those who predict that before many

years Canada will be an exporter of iron.

Tfli valne of iron ore deposits is, well ilnustrated by

the story of the iron mines sold by Mr. J. J. Hi te the

Steel Trnst. These are situated near the south shore of

Lake Superior and are among the most valuable iii the

United States. iYnder the deal which Mr. Hi made with

the Trust, lie gets a royalty on ail ore taken ont. It is

estirnated that this royalty will average seventeen mil-

lion dollars a year for fifty years at least, which will

make a tidy profit for Mr. H11l and bis associates.

New deposits are being opened up in Canada, and one

o! those recently uncovered is said to be equal in value

to those which Mr. 11il1 acquired. This Moose Mountain

range is described elsewhere in this isnue. It fa only a

short distance !rom the Georgian Bay and conseqnently

nlot far by rail from Toronto, Hamilton and Montreal.

Perliaps this winter, certainly by next spring, this ore

wïll be coming forward by the train-Ioad. Machinery is

being installed at Key Inlet, the new Canadian Northern

harbonr on Georgian Bay, to liandie 8oo tons o! ore an

hour. By this means alone, several train-loads a day

conld lie sent away by the lal#e route. luI addition

sev'eral train-loads a day could be bandled over the new

Canadian Northern line whicli in a few weeks will lie

completed between these mines and Toronto.
This increase in the supply o! available iron ore means

nxnch for the country. Iron mines mean more than gold

or silver mines because of their perxnanency, because o!

the greater amount of labour required in the prepairmg

of the ore for markiet, and because o! the consequent

growth of allied industries. If tlie supply of coal does

not become troublesome, Ontario will in ainuther five

years be an iron-producing district of considerable im-

'portance. Nova Scotia mnust look to lier laurels, even

thougli she possesses an unliinited snipply o! coul and

splendid shipping fadilities.

IF the people could be sure that 'Mr. Bordes f in

faveur of ail the reformas which lie advocates and

that ail bis followers would support him fn carrying

these reformas into eflect, there can be no doulit tliat Sir

MR.'BODENIS Wil!rid Laurier's term, of power

MR. BOROEN'wonld be terminated at an early
P L AT F R M date. The people wiil not believe

Mr. Bordes; thev will listes wîtli unconvinced iînds.

They will go away feeling that tbey bave beard a strong

palitician speak, but they wîll put little, faitli in bis
promises.

Tbis is not to say that Mr. Bordexi's reputation for
trutbfulsess is not of the first order. ln this respect,
the public lias had littie if anY comnplaÎnt to make of the

Leader of the Opposition. This peculiar situation is
simply the resuit of a lack of confidence i political lead-
ers, which ia cliaracteristic O! tlie North Atnericani conti-
nent. Did not the Liberal Opposition, between 1891 and
1896, advocate many refornis wliicb they bave sÎnce

abandoned ? Did not the Conservatives have an oppor-

tunity, in the same period, of effecting some of these

refornis, which their leader now advocates ? Will any

person point ont a political leader of recent times wio,

was either able or willing to redeem ail his pre-election

promises ?
If Mr. Borden were made premier to-morrow, the

people have no guarantee that lie coule eflect the reforms

which he advocates. There is no reason to believe that

lie cbuld carry even the majority *of bis own party for

government operation of telephone and telegraph lines,

for civil service reform, or for managing the government

railways by an independent commission. Thei first of

these reforms is opposed by the Montreai "Gazette," the

leadîig Conservative organ of the Dominion. Civil ser-

vice reform. would be opposed by every Conservative

partisan throughout the constituencies. An independent

comumissioni to manage the Intercolonial is not a reforni

to be expected fromn the Conservative party.

There is no doubt of Mr. Borden>s anxiety to support

public reform, the only doubt is as to bis ability to

carry his party ns far as lie himiself is wiiling to go. If

lie wonld cail a convention of bis followers-rnemlbers,

defeated andl prospective candidates, and Ieading worlfers

-and have them ail approve and soleminly declare for

these reforms, the pnblic might be convinced. At present

they are skeptical, and with good reason. That the

Conservative party bas been improved by eleven years in

opposition there is no doubt. That the. Conservative

party would make a strong effort to rille well if returned

to office, there is no doubt. That Mr. l3orden would

forrn a strong cabinet if called upon, there is littie

donbt. That Mr. Borden is personally growing in favour

with the public, there is no question. That Mr. Borden

is a great reformer who would do or die is stîli serîouslý

questioned by the average elector.

To Conservatives, this may seexu a pessimistie view

of the situation, but it is well that Mr. Borden and bis

lieutenants shouald sot be inisled by the ciieers of their

enthusiastie 'but soinewhat insincere followers into be-

lieving that the country is with them. when it is not.

Their day of victory will corne, but there is an immense

ameunt of work to lie accomplished before the golden

sun of public approval shines above themn with tAie full

glory o! a noon-day splendour.

J LIGE D. P. BALDWIN, who recently spoke before

4the Lawyers'' Club at the Chautauqua Assemibly on,

"The Commercialisation of the Law," made seline sev .ere

remarlis which may apply to conditions in Canada, as

weil as the United States. While
A N E T H f C A L refiecting in i nflatterflg terris

R E V 1 V AL uponxthe lawyer who is auambu-

lance chaser, Judge Baldwin ýstated : ,But, wbile there

lias been a dedline in some features of the Iaw it is no

worse than other professions. What is the literature of

to-day and who are literary giants ? Where wÎll yOu finil

a great novelîst in this country ? Where are olir great

poets ?"
"Wbat we need is an ethical revival. We need hliglier

standards in all onr professionial and personal activities.

The law, În particular, must lie uucolinmercialised. LaW-

yers need to pay n'ore attention to logic, oratOr yt cul-
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