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CURRENT COMMENT.

Accordirg ftIch last reports
te-w Nar bctweeu flic Araricans
and Spaniards, the former, since
f Icir landing ini Cuba near San-
fiagodo îlot fiîd flie work of sub-
duing or conquering 50o casy as
f ley anticipated. WIat would if
le il' poor Spain liad only af lier
disposai some of'flic millions
whiclî fIe Unitecd States have.
As if is we cannof but extend
sympathy fo flic bravery of thc
Spanisl Soldiers.

Wlafever flic feelings of lu-
manitv mav ho amomg ont
American neiglibors we cannot
heip d-'ploring the bloodshed
whidh it is to cause, nor ean
we look at flic so manv livos
whidli are fo hc sacrificcd wîfî-
ouf a truc sorrow for our neigli-
hors hast y action.

THE ST.JEAN-BAPTISTE DAY
AT

ST. BONIFACE.

The St.,Tohn the Bapfisf day
was ceebrated at Sf. Boniface
hast Fridav wîth aIl tIe pomp
anîd sohemnify f hat flic wet
wreaflier of the day could permait.

Thc Cathedral was tasfefully
decoraf cd wifh evergneen and
national colons. At iligli Mass
tIh ev Fr. Messier ofllciafed,
assisted by fthc 1ev. Fr. Gravel
as deacon and Re-v. Faflier Beli-
veau as subdeacon.

Theî sermon '\as given hy fthe
11ev. Father Leduc. O.M.I., Vicar
Gencral of Sf. Albert. Thec do-
quent orator spoke t'rom St. Luke
Cap.i.i. verse. 76, ,And thon
child shaîf be called the prophet
of flic lighcsf: for thon shaîf go
hefore tlic face of fhe Lord to
prepare lis ways." Not onhy did
flic 1ev. preadher show flic
great glory of St. John, but lie
was most hiappy in lis applica-
tion of tIc fexf to fIe French
Canadi-an people.

The amu-sements whieî were
iii store for tule day, lad to le
kopt in, for fhec Pournîg raiiî
xvouid not permit of any oufdoor
display of national feelings.

On account ot fli continnus
raixi througli fhe latter 'part of
flic wcek flic celebration f0 t ake
place af fhe Immactilate Conccp-
fîoîî last Sunday is postponed
titi next Sunday,'when if is hope
thc weafher wiii prove more
f-avorable to flic carrying ouf of
flic elaborate programme of the
day.

Mgr. Ritchot V. G., Adminis-
trator of flie Arclidiocse. was af
St Boniface last Monday.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURE
FOR THE SUPPORT 0F THE

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 0F
MANITOBA FROM 1sf TO 31sf.

DEC. '19 ï

Long ere f lis xve sliould have
let Our benefactors of flic Eastern
Provinces, particularly those of
flic Province of Quebec, know
what an arnount of good has
been realized vif h fhe abundant
alms tley lave given 'for flic
support of flie Catholic behools
of~ Manifoba. Let theni test as-
sured that we enferfain tIe deep-
est gratitude Ibr their generosify,
and many are -the prayers f hat
have ascended in t leir behaîf
from tIe learts of bofli Parents
and children to flic tîrone of God.
For we have contracfed fowards
theni a debt whicl ileaven aldne
<'an repay for us. To be co-îvinced
oftf is xve only have to look af
flic following figures. From flic
1sf of Jan. fo flic 31sf of Dec.
1897, 1no less flan $ 9866. 37
lave been expended for flic sup-
port of our Caf lic sdliools ont
of flic alnis receivcd froni flic
11ev. Clergy and lay-friends of'
Education. By fIat no less than
66 sdhools and 3500 children
have been assisted. But for more
complete an information w-e
would refer our readers to flic
folloxing synopsis:

From thfl1sf of Jan. fo fIe
31sf of Dec. 1897 were given:

To tlic Parohiai Scliools of
St. Agathle
Sf. Adophe
St. Anu
St. Alphionse
St. Boniface
St. Charles
St. Eust ache
St. Felix
St. Joseph
Sf. Joakim
St. Lazare
St. Laurent
Lefellier
Lasalle
Lake Dauphin
St. Léon
N. 1). de Lorefte
N. 1). (le Lourdeî
St. Jean-Baptiste
Sf. Malo
Sf. Norbert
Sf, Frs. Xavier
Oak Lake
St. Pierre Jolys
Selkirk
Winnipeg
Sundries for1
travelling etc.

$ 713.00
$ 169.00

$205.00
$ 50.00
$-"76.00
$ 105.00
$ 88.00
$ 253.00
$ 155.00
$ 361.77
$ 225.0(ý
$ 66.00
$ 95.00
$ 296.50

$ 428.00

$ 1700

$ 125.00
$ 300.00
$ 100.00
$2557-00

building, books,
$ 927.0

Grand total.- $ 9866 37

These figures certainly slow
Most convincingly flic great
amount of good accomplished in
ont midst wifl fthc alnis of our
co-religionists of fIe Eastern pro-
vinces, if proves besides whaf an
injury liad been infiicted on us
by flic Manitoba Scliool Acf s of
1890 and 1894. Of late if las ne-
peatediy been stafed in flic col-
umns of some News Papers t lat
flic dawn of a new cru liad rîsen
over flic aggrieved rninorif y. We
do not wisli f0t discuss flic ques-
tion at f lis juncture. We are not
loath I o accepf as genuine evory
and ail expressions of good will
froni whidli source soevcr fliey
înay come to us, hiowever
we mnusf reserve ont fin al judge-
ment for soniefinie ycf fo co"Me.

No body is more anxions flan
fIe Cathodic minoity f0 sec flîs
burning,! scliool question ouf of
flic political arenja, tiiefroe
those fIat arec disposed fo olher
the olive branch, Mnay rosf assur-
cd that althougu \Vwe are îîotftree
f0 torsake ont constifutional
riglifs, we will nof lowever
refuse, for flie fime being, any
partial satisfaction fIat may in
some degree affenuate flic evil
under xvhich we have been
laboring ex-et sixîce 1890.
To ail wloio ay work
in this direction we effer
our heart-felf thanks and pray fo
God fo bless ont common effort s
for flic restoraf ion of peace and
larmony in the educational field
of ont fair prairie Prov-ince.

A. A. Clerrier P.P.Sup. Cath. Sdi.
To be coontiuedt.

Mr GUSTAVE DUBUC

M. A. and now M. D.

Justice Dnbuc's second oldesf
son lias refurned home froni
Montreai lasf week. N ot oniy is
Mr. Gustave Dubuc welcome
home but wve cannot liail his
retnrn writhout exfending our
best wislies to him.

Those wrho are better ac-
quainted with Justice Dubuc's
family wiil reeniber tle great
success achieved at fIe Univer-
sity Examinations by Josephi,
Gustave, and Lucien, as stu-
dents of the St. Boniface
Collezo. Not only did every one
take lis degree of B. A. but they
also carried scholarships and
medals of honor. The one how-
ever who perliaps met wifh tlie
greatest success in ail branches
of stu4.y is Mr. Gustave ýwho
during lis course was the hap-
py winner of no less flian 4
scliolarships and 4 medals. And
now after attending the Mcdi-
cal Facu]ty of Lavai University
in Monitreai he refurns to us
witli an additional M. D.
attached f0 his naine. W\e are ini-
formed from the most reliable
authority fliat lie las passed lis
exarainations w ifl great distillc-
tion.

Those wvho kniow thp success
of lis elder brothar at the Bar as
a loyer, cannot anticipate but 9,
grlorions carreer for voung- Gus-
tave in the wicfe field of
medicine.

Our liearty congratulations do
w e extend to Mr. and Mrs. Jus-
tice Dubuc as w'ell as to
G-ustave's ALMA MATER the'
College of St. Boniface.

WEJGHTY WORDS

GOI.DWIN SMXITR EXPRESSES

HI5IsELF PLAINLY AND TREN-

CHANTLY ON THE PROPOSED

ANG.LO-AMERICAN

AND THE SPMNI

ALLIANCE

NISHI- WAR.

I3ystander, in dle Toronto Sun:
-Once more flore is an alanm of-
a coalition of Europeaiî powers
againsf Etigland. IThis f ime f hereNs good reason, if Cabinet Minis-
fecrs proclaiînana Anglo-Saxon
combination againsf flic resf of
flic world. Sudh an announce-
ment is manifesfly a challenge
f0 ail the rest of-flie nations f0
combine in t loir owu defence;
and combine thliy undonbtedly
will. TIen will come f haf gene-
raI wTar, whicli since flic enor-
mous augmentation of arma-
monts, lias been alwrays impend-
ing over civilizafion. If is, af al
event s, nof unlikely fIat flic fire
which lias been kindled by flic
attack of flic Unitecd States on
Spain may spread. This human-
ity wil owef0 a set of unprinci-
pIed politicians in fthe American
Congress and of sf iii more un-
principled journalists iii the
American press. Optimism lias
rafler a liard case to prove.

Mr. Chamberlain declaration
of his, desire for an American al-
liance is a virtual violation of
fIe neutralif y to which lis Go-
vernuftef lias pledged ifself in
tIe present war. If is not unlike-
ly fIat had Mr. Chamberlain
been in thc Cabinet of Peel, Rus-
sell or Palmerston, le would, on
flic morning affer his speech,
lave received a nlote intimating
f0 him that thie Governmcnt
could nof he responsible for fIe
sentiments f0 which.lile lad
griven expression and flic polîcy
whichlile lad proclaimed. Syni-
patly is due f0ontu Imperial
Federationists who, a few
mouthls ago, wrdr lookîung up fo
Mr. Cliamberlain as iýheir pro-
pliet, and who now sec hima sud-
denly listing flic Stars and
Stripes. People wlo know Nhim
rather botter than fhey do, liow-
ever, xviii not be at ail surprised.
H1e is flic cleveresf man in
Englisli public live; but le
coules from Birminghamn, and lic
plays to win, xvithouf leffing
principle stand f oo mucli in lis
way. If is doubt fui wlcthler aux

question as to flie justice of tlie
case presents itself very
forciblyto lis mind.

He sees, or thînks lie sees,'
f lat American connection is
now flie winninig card. Hie
wouid be perfectly at home and
would f ake a leading place in
Congress.
r No one cau desire more heart-
ily than ftle Bystander that G-reat
Britain aîîd America sliould be
the hest of friends. 11e lias even
given offense to soîne of lis rea-
ders by wliaftliey.flought lis
too-A.merican. leanings. But
wliat lie wants to sec is friend-
slip, flot conspiracy. The pro-

>posaI fIat Great Britain should
formn an alliance wvith the United
States for the purpose of domi-
ncering over the world, under1
pretense of establishing uîîiversal
peace, is in tIc first place utterly
dhimierical. The two nations,
devided from each other by the
Atlantic, thougli kindred in oni-
gin and language, have not ob-
jecta enough in common or suffi-
cient identity of ideas and senti-
ments fo ensure f liir permanentf
co-operation, whatever demons-
trations of unusually cordial feel-
ing the present crisîs may have
callcd forth. In the second place
the infallible consequence of'
this An-lo-Saxoti leagrue would
be a coalition of tIe other nations
a-ain st us, and instead of en-
tlironing univ-ersal peace, we
should l)rovoke n n i v e rs a 1
w a r. It would be ascnib-
i n g extraordinary force to
mere identity of extraction if we
were to assume that if would
form a solid and perpetua] basis
for an exclusive, yef worid-wide
confederation, especially when
if is considered that the materials
for flic confederat ion comprise a
perfectl deluge of alien elements,
Celtic and of~ varions other races,
and wonld besides include flirce
hnndred' millions of llindoos.
Mr. Chamberlain is always fiy-
in- lis kites, and some day, if le
does not t ake care, lie will brîng
down fhe ighting.

The atfempf of fthc Americans
to land in Cuba fiîiled through
want of Cuban co-operation. Lnt
lias becoîne prcfty evident that
tlic reports of flic insurgent force
on which flic American Senaf e
based its proposal f0 recognize
tIe Cuban Repnblic werc fa lIa-
cions, and f lat the insurgent
force really consists of guerilla
bands, not very numerous and is
prnicpally composed of negroes
and mulattos, wîfh a foreign
leader, who 'whimsically comn-
pares huiseîf as a liberator to
Lord Byron the liberator of Grec-
ce. But. besides this, if may be
remarked that fthc objeef of t he
Junta lias always been flic re-
cognition of a Republic, of which
fhev w'ould be flie masters, and
probably flic vendors in due f ime-
They have said, expressly, tliey
wvould not figlit heside flic Amer-
icans for any objecf other f han
recogni tion. Now, flic nommna-
tiorn of' General Fifyliu-hl Lee as
Governor of Cuba plaiîniy points
to arinexation, not; to recognition.t
and this may possibly accountI
ini part for flic slackness of Cabant
conféderaf ion.

If is not asfonishing, thaf
writers whlo appeal fo higI pnîn-
ciples of moralify shonld be
fouud to jusfify a war of revenge
for flic destruction of flie Maine.
Revenge may be, as they say, a
generons, thougli it is lardly a
Christianî emotion but not wleîî

of barbariansflot for the conduet
of a civil ized nation.

As Was said before, there is no
sense or justice it reproaching
the Spaiiards of the liresent day
with the iniqlisition, or the Ar-
mada, aily more than there \vouid

ibe in reproaching Engylishmen
wvith the executi7on f ahoi
priests, or the People of Mass-
achusetts with the P)ersecution
of Quakers and the execution of

Lwitches. The fine liundred Span-
Siards wlio fell dead or wounded
under Dewey's murderous fire
liaà no more t0 do with the autos
da fe than thev had with the
murder of Julius Caesar. Spain
contracted the bigotry whicli
once was hier reproacli in the
long strugg-le with Mlahomminet-
anism, Moorish first and after-
wards Turkish, in whicli she was
the champion. and to no small
extentthe martyr of Christendont.
Let by-g-ones he by-gonies, and
let us attend to the facts and
merits of the case before us.

Difflomatists, eveni British di-
plomatists, and it may be diplo-
matists at Ottawa, see things dif-
ferently from plain people. lut
the present case di ploxnatists and
diplomatic journafs in England
seem to be looking less to the
merits of the case before tliem
than to American co-operation
in, the Chiliese question, to the
prospect of Enropean coalition,
and other contingencies of that
kind. The plain mail looks at
the plain case of justice. An
ancient and illustrious,' but de-
cayed and enfeebled nation,' in
its unquestioîîable sov ereign
right, is assailed by a nation
overwhelmingly~ superior in
strength to 'which it has, doue
no0 wrong. Offering everythilig
in the way of concession which
it cau possibly olfer wi1thout the
sacrifice of its honor, it is comn-
manded, amidst a voile of insuf-
ferable insuits, to sacrifice its
hionor also by hauling down its
fiag. Rather than do this, it ga-
thers its decrepît limbs together
to strike a blow in hopeless fight.
It lias the plain man's sympathy,
and the sympathy is welI hes-
towed. WXithout undervaluing
d ipl1omina cy, it May be
said that the natural love of
n glit and hatred of wrong' are
worth a great deal more to lin-
manitv than the statecraft of al
the Foreign Offices in the world-

SISTERS EVER WATCHFUL.

We hiear of another band of Sis-
~eswoaegoiîîg to Klondike

Lo nurse the sick and minister to
the dying in that bleak region.
Mlany a miner, far from home,
w'ill bless these noble, self-deny-
* ng women, Who will assist tliemw ith ahl the faitlifulness of a
mother in the hours when the
shadows of the greaf beyond will
lie heavy on their souls. The
divine character of the Catholic
Churcli is manifested in a strîk-
.ng manner in thc self-denying
labors of hier religions, for, thougli
there are others who play flic
part of fthe Good Samaritan,
lirougli purely philanthropie
notives,there are notre who from
pure love of God are willing to
sacrifice thier lives in caring for
lis suffering creatures. At the
present moment, too, Sisters are
n readiness to give their services
on the battlcfield or in the mili-
tary hospitals, var. Their mis-


