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cally every civilized country in the world. When the Congress met ini

London iii 1881 there were about haif the number present and the work

was done ini fifteen sections. On this occasion there were twenty-three

sections.
The Congress was opened by Prince Arthur of Connauglit, who con-

veyed to the Congress the greetings of Ris Majesty, the King, and thus

we see the highest citizen in the greatest empire in the world, taking an

interest in the welfare of rnankind where vital interests are most deeply

frit.
Sir Edward Grey, in eloquent language, bade the Congress welcoîne

in the naine of the Goverument. Hie said that "Medicine and Surgery

are et., near the study of what the lay niind would cail the secret of the

universe as any coneivable form of science could bie."

Sir Thomas Barlow, on risîng to, deliver his presidential address,

wvas grceted with xnarked enthusiasm. Many Canadians have met him

and know what a rare type of the true gentleman lie is. Great as hie is

as a phy,ýsician, lie is atil greater as a man. lie dwelt at some length

011 thev g reat work of Lister and Koch, and showed what the world owed

to thep practical mnan on the one hand and the scientist on the other. if

these t-wo names be taken together it wil be possible to, estimate the

enormous progress made by xnedicine and surgery during the past fifty

years. Lister gave us antiseptie surgery, and Koch that knowledge of

bacteria that has enabled nations to figlit successfully many infections

and epideinie deases.
Another feature that stands out is that the people are now becom-

ing miore and more alive to the great advantages of scientific researchi

and wvise experiment. At flrst this was too mucli for the ordinary mind

to grasp, but the "dry liglit" of science can 110w be borne by the human

eye. So it cornes that the wealthy are now endowing research labora.

tories, where the keenest minds of the day are interrogatiiig nature, and

makinig lier divulge her secrets for the good of men.

But, surely, there is another influence fromi such a congress. Several

thousand educated and scientifle minds meet. They imbibe new ideas

and then tliey return home. Surely we may expeet that they will use

their influence, as was urged upon them, to prevent war. The medical

profession is for the saving of hf e and the healing of the nations.

The iRght Hon. John Burns, in his great address before the Con-

greas, among other things, tlianked the medical profession for what it

had doue în lowering the death rate. Hie said:

The doctors were entitled to thanks for the improvements tliey lad

effected in the science of the cure and prevention of diseases, empliasized

by the resuit of the combined application of medical and sanitary science


