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abudder at the idea of bcing false Io lier old love, 111o1391 Ili %vas noWy but
a ehadow, and she feit sincerely cnougli at the Urne that it %vould bc impeii.
aible for hier cvcr to listcn to the words of a suitor.

But, as thousar.ds of girls before lier have dono, Ilabel fond thc void
in hier licart gradually'being filled by the isnige of this rnanly, gond-1roking.
frank.spoken young farmer, and irbile she was nt firt sorcly îîuzzled to lce
whicn and how she lied crossed the line a[ devoliori to the past, ilrich had
once secmed so well defined, elhe foun.d liersei! taki.g more and more pies.
sure in IVillrid'8 company, and anxiously awaiting his visits.

This wcnt on unil nt last she heard without surprise til, Word$ tl-,at arc
rio poitt, and lied replied with a bluffh which was ail of pleasure and love,
an.d cartied no painful rtmînisccxrce of hier former suitor ; whilt± 1er rrr-
inurd reply rmade WVilfrid 1Juin the happiest youtig !ellow tri the country.

Ail tii ivili show how emb2rraissing to blabI %vas tire returii (J i.
Rodcriçk M~Taritoue, and will ju8lify tho tonle in which she -ýp ko to *Lea
young Squire. If she thought ficquently of lloderick after this iintervie,
as was inevitable, on bis part lie thought stili ofterdeî c f hcr.

*The next morning hie sirolled out with his dogs to a favorite q-ct, a
uiairig grourdc a ruilo or so fromi the MNanur, to set-, hie ~ if the vittv wai,
as beautifrit as ever; baut when hce arrived thcre lie threwv 1hiirusifait lcngi.
on the grt en sw.rrd and scarcely gave a i3ccond glance to the ltri0lpLC!. J l
lrad gont there to rneditpte, and his reverie iras o! %Iab--l.

IWho would have thoughrt," lie niuttcred, Ilh -41e ould have grown up
.ço beautiful a girl 1 1 reniemrbcr lier, cg.rtair-'y, as gotd Iukbu-. nuiv
elhe rniglt lie a princtss lar hier beauty ard rar'i4gc. E.-..d: 1 lo ,e
Marly a î'rincess duting the last three ycais who Icokcd orily fit wo trui.die a
rnop in comparison îvith Maliel :and she nîight lie scirnc saint uut or an
'Italian canvas fjr thc depth of liquid charmi in lbe.- tcs. lIalian canva3
),ah l as if any of the tawny, rih.hkd beautie~ o! the S.uil, -.vho
look, for ail thecir nguishing, as liard as nails, svcî pru. tht L:uth,
the complexions the cliarins cf a- - Oh, 1 say ! 1 arn bîJW. ini rumaistic,
ihis ivili titrer dn. clcorne what inay, 1 rucan to sec nilure (Ji' bel
and that before long. 1 may cause sorte litile isiconvenitnct, tu tfI c.actl
lent young rustic to iwhoti 1 !-nrcduced niyself ycsterday, but tit is Lris
concerti, Dot mine. N.ýow. boir shall I set about iii"

* * a * As*

One of the grooms nt the Manor was by u n ians a f sçor:r in the
village, as lie Lîad the bad reputatiori of bting cunning in:d drciui, ith
somecthing very çpy-like abDut bini ; but lie ives the son of ilire (b*d co.cii.
mani, who had dicd afler about fifty Ytars %CrVICC In 11h f ilmily, allil ai Was
kept on. To ihis min Roderick gravitaicd, as it werc, by snre strange brut
certain instinct, and by his agcncy knew a3 rruch of m s.%s iMab:î Rîiord*s
habits and movenients, ere he had bcen in horome a weeck, as was ucesiiry
for bis arrangements. Ilad it Dot been fi.î tbis valu4blo zuxrl; Iry, it ra
doubtful if fate would have so fair befricnridd Rodcrrck as toe nalec ritai te
mecet Miss Rayford on hier return frora a .isit 10 au uId scîvani, iv!1o ias
Dow a perasioner on the faim. It did not tikc much ta kccp ain agcd
woman in tht quiet, outly-ing harilets to ivhich even Lang:rrîl w.ss a nictro-
polis, and this visit she paid weckly.

Oid Hlop, as tbis retainer was callcd, was slow!>' but surely sir.kirg
frozu age and infiîuwty, and aht had no fricirds or even acquaintanccs tu
cati upon ber, so that Ma v' isit was as much prized fur tie charge and
Lrigbîness she brought as for tho weely dole. Therc had becn alvways
sornething atrange, almost wild, about old lIepzibah rvhich prcvcntcd ber
fî.za being popular with the villagers or ber Iellow-serrants, nor would shc
have been kept so long in the family but for hier having bcen MaIbcl's
tuise, and thcr.ceiorward cnîertaining almost a derotion fer tht' clid,
which appeartd Io in.case as Mabel gîew to womînrcod.

The by.roid te Upford Green, old IIepis abode, was onP bill scidoni
traversed. and its tlU, ragged hedgcit, frcquent banks anid sili more f-cqvcnt
rics, rer.deîed it as scciuded a road as nccd bc acta. 2Mabel was rctuin-

iDg after bier weekly visit, and iras walkin- slorvly ant honulîîfully ou, com-
pleteiy ab3orbed in rtflection called rip by soic rcent cvcnts, when, just
as sht arrivcd a. tht rildc3t and most solitaîy part of t1.o road, whltrc rtet
branches of a hugh clni stîetchcd almoit frOin side to side, shc was startied
by isteing tht figure o! a mani suddcnly appcar froru the sidc cf tht grcaî
trunk of thetrce, wherc Irc bad evidently b:cn biddcn, and as hte canme for
ward ahc recogniztd lioderick WVazstonc.

Tht young mani camc forward with the saine easy, confident -riiit lit
usually worc, and ciTercd bis hand.

"Mr. Rodcrick 1.' exclaimted Mabel. "This is uctairo-iou np2rt ;il
is cruel o Mt-, and yenl know it P,

IlMy dear %label," said Rodericlz, taking b>is place by lier tide with as
nrnch calmucss a3 though hie had becn addicsscd iu tht -Mostil itstering
Icanner-1, My dear Mabel, il is not cruel, and you hacir i. IWe:c 1 lu
2ct othtrwise 1 should bc tinfair te myseif, 1 shîonld bc 1)la>ir.g a falt.- par.,
and concealing tht war:neat love 1 can ever frel for arly bcinu' on carrb
and for what, M1ab.-I? To ]cave you to bccorne thc compar.ior or a wll
mcaning, honesi clown, as urifit for you, as uurabIe ta apprcciate u-"

"As yen arc 1o appreciste hi," intezrupted «:d "You show ta
your appîcciation of me t hrce yc.-rs ago, %a 1 mnust thz.k yon, 1 auppose,,
for tht delicate compliment you pay me.u iii offrîng te pick up sun amse
yourself iih a toy that yen gîew tir.-d o! thcr."

"Lt was impossible for ine Io forc3te what has occurictd, ar.d vrbîlc 'l
Iliought 1 neyer should rcturn to En;gland, or have aznything bcitcr than at
wandrcr's lifc to offer yen, I feUt 1 darcd not ask you Io ieniain borind

(To bca coatilluc'J.)
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