
varietîca have been principaily obtainedl
froin the continent.

&oil and PecuZiaritie8. - Tle two
great properties, says Mr. linynhird,
which recommcnd the Beet as a field
crop, are, that iL will succced îîpon
soils too heavy and retentîve for the
turnip; and that its eariier niaturity, and
the absolute necessity of its eariy removal
frein the soUl, to, lie etored for use, render
iL a better preparation than the turnip
upon those soils for the following grain
crop. IlAnother recommndation is, that
it improves by storing, and that it <tocs
not corne to its fuit perfection for feeding
until late in the season. When turnips
and swedes are cither consumed. or bce-
corne unpalatable, and almost usetess for
fattîng cattie, the BeeL root bas arrived
at its greatest perfection; and it may then
lie used with great advantage, as weil as
safety, for fattiug animais. Early ini the
season iL seldoin forins a large proportion
of cattie food. Sorne of the most ex-
perienced grazicrs ini the easteru COUnti3s
use white turnîps tilt Christmnas, then
Swedes tilt February or March, keeping
the Mangold. lurzel in reserve for feed-
ing in Marchi, April, or 31ay; and, indeed,
we have ourselves frequentiy reserved
Mangold for beasts as lte in the scason
as July. In the sprîng, our fatting sheep
have M1angold euL for thein whien feed-

ing off clover and rye.grass, and the box
fed beasts have a supply in the saine
manner, in addition to grass, clover, or
tares, which are daily brouglit to thesa
froin the field."

l"The neighborhood of the sea, being
the natural habitat of a wild variety of
this plant, and chemical analysis haviug
provcd the existence of a large proportion
of comnion sait iii the minerai substance
of the ash of l3eet root, (frequcntly a
fourth,) are remsons that indicate the
cause of its greater luxuriance in mari-
time situations, and which, plainly tell the
farmer upon the sea-coast, that, he may
with some confidence give this root a trial
if hie bas hitherto negiected to, do se; for
it la upon the alluvial soi, rich in organ-
le maLter, that the heaviest crops of ]3eet
root are grown."

This crop appears; to be well adapted
for culture on Ilurms 'whose heavy clay
soUls render thein lesa productive in tur-
nipa ths» what is, for other purposes,
regarded as light inferior land. 1t, there-
fore, eapecially concerna the farinera of
heavy souls, being more suitabte for these
tii.» any other tuber whatever,-all the
turnips, carrots, and even potatoea, flour-
ishlng beat on light soUls. It la this fluet
indeed upon which. partly depends the
distinctive value of thia erop, and a refe-
rence te it serves to illustrate the position
we stated. ini our introductory remarka.
For althougli iL lie quite true as a matter
of agricultural economy that wheat should
b. grown as mauchi as possible in preference

to, every lcss .profitable crop upon whcat
soîl, stili such, a crop as licoL (ap:îrt froni
thc value iL retuais iu cattie) is essentinily
nccessary for workiîig econonîically a
judicious rotation, and thus deveioping in
wheat, the golden riches of a wiîeat 8oil.

Preparat ion of the Soil. -Beet land
requires a preparation of fallowiîîg and
drilling, somnewhat similar to tînut re-
quired for the turnip; in fact the system
of Beet culture ~rcon ended by most
agriculturists doca not differ essentiaily
frein %vhat is usuaiiy considered good
turnip husbandry ; andà whcre the ians
usuaily succcssfil iii preducing a good
crop of turnips,,faits in the production of
an equ'il crop of Beet, Mr. Itaynbird
is of opinion that it may bie justty infcrred
tint the soit or clîmate is u«favorable to
the growth of tie latter. la tie case of
the Beet iL 15 even more neccssary than
in the case of turiiips, that tie preparation
of the tand should begint in autumn, es-
pccially wierc hcavy soit is ciosen for
the crop; upon stiff soils more dependence
shouid be placed upon the frost and rains
of winter for a finety pulverized seed-bed
than upon spring cultivation. If farm-
yard inalure 18 employcd, it ought of
course Lo lie pioughed in Autuînn.

Maiturial Applications.-Some writers,
adoptîîîg spring preparation on light soit,
recommnxed a broadst sowing of 1 or 2
cwt. of guano or superphosphate of lime
inxmediately previous te spiitting the
drills upon the dung, whîle otiers are
contented with a good application of
ordinary manure suppiemented by steep-
ing the seeda for 48 bours in urînary
water, sudds or lees, and drying îvith,
quick lime-a process which is said. to
hasten the decoanposition of the albumen
of the sced, and thus give vigor to the
young plant by a free supply of food.

There dan bie no eoubt, howcver, that
guano and cheniical, ianures have a pow-
erfut action upon Beet, which, partakes in
a great measure of the habits of other
Chenopodliacein, required gross feeding.
For exanîple the best spinage we ever
saw was grown by continuai applications
of gas 'water; the commion goose, foot la
one of the few plants that really luxuriate
on the dung-hîl.

Sowing of the Seed and Sumimer ail-
ture.-The land being prepared as above
directed, the seed ia te bie sown in the
quantity cf 4tbs. te an acre. The seed
being arger, ought te hie covered rather
deeper Lan that cf the tumnip h
crop mnust bie horse and hadhoed
in a careful manner, very much la the
way of turnips, the plants being at the
saine tinie singled eut te a distance of
twelve or elgiteen inches, more or less,
according te, the nature of the soit and
consequent uize cf root that may be
cxpected.

During the suminer, horse and band-
hoeing must be repeated at lntervala,and'

ail weeds carefully rcmovedl. It is not
recomnnînded te eirth up the drills, be-.
cause it is found tliat the tap-root de-
v'elopes itself better and cleaner from
lateral fibres when thuis process is nlot
adopted.

Cobbctt hai; given smie observations
regarding the garden culture of Beet that
merit reproduction here as suggestive of
some points iu the management of the
fieid crop. Hle says "lte have fine l3eets,
the ground should bie dug very dceply,
and ruade very fine. There ouglit te bie
no clods in iL, especially for the tap-rooted
Beets, for ciode turn asidle the tap root
and spoîl the shape cf the Beet.-
No fres, dlug by any meaus, for that
causes sille shoots te go out in scarch of
it, and thereby makes the rooit forked
instead of atraight; and, as in the case of
carrota, a forked root is neyer considered
toe a good one. ** Beets mayble
transplanted, and will in that way geL to,
a very good sîze, but they are apt te lie
forked."

CapaWiti*es of the Cop for Dairyj
Peirposes, and Ù8t Influence on the Pro-
-- c-io cf .3ik-Ch Ieet root la cf
extensive utility for farm and other pur-
poses. Recently iLbas beenvery warily
recomniended te the attention ef the
dairynien, as net oniy affording an excel-
lent food for milch cows throughout the
wintcr, and much superior te turnips
during the spring and early sumumer, but
on account cf its beneficlal effects in
greatly increasing the quantity cf milk.
It has been objccted that when cows are
toc, exclusively fed upon Beet the milk ln
watery and tuan, but it lias net !eeu
show» that ln the ordinary metiods of
feeding, even ivien large quantities of
Beet are given, any great dcterioration
arises. There n bie ne doubit, iowever,
that 'when cows are fed largely upon the
leaves cf Beet, as was the customn te a
great extent for many years, the milk
became watery, and deficient in creain;
but ne experienced fariner recommendi
that practice at the present timne either
with a view to increased produce or pro-
fitable feeding, for the cutting cf the
leaves greatiy deteriorates the roct, both
in absotute size and nutritive quaiity.
The effecta cf the Beet roct as cow fend
appear beneficial froin the experlînents cf
Bloussingault, the great cheinical fariner
cf Beechebronne.

As Food for Pfgs and Skeep.-While
its value as a dairy plant h as chiefly
drawn attention te this crop, that charac-
teristie must net hoe ailowed te echipse iLs
other points cf importance la farm econo-
my. Donaldaca tells us that in a raw
sate there is ne better food for store pige
and young cattte, and a practical author-
ity te whom we have reterred for infor-
mation states that ia Lie cas cf the garde»
Beet, wbich he bas used as pigfood, the
an*mais reliai it better thi»au moa any

ebt Mournlil ni geritulturt fur Itobit $t0fia. 21


