
CItAPTER XX.

0f a11 the batties that w-ere fought durîng

The batu of Biridge- the wir, none could be
i,%tter, or Lutudy's Lane, compared with tlîat cf
and its results. Lundy's Lane for the

obstinacy beth cf attaek and defence ex-
hibited on botu sides. At Chippewa the
contest w-as dccided priacipally by musketry,
but at Lundy's-lane the Amnericans, for the
first time, venturcd te cross bayenets -ith
]3ritsli treeps, and the issue cf the combat
thoa tauglit tiuem, w-hatever their moral
courage, tlîcir physical inferiority te Blritish
and Canadian treops.

This battle muny almost be styled an imi-
promptu engagement, inasnîuch as the
American «encraI, in ordering the advance
in the first instance, w-as without correct
information, as te the force opposed te him.
This ive learn frein Wilkinson, w-ho distinetly
states that it w-as reported te «enerai Scott,
'ltlîat the eaeuny could net be in force," and
tlîat, conseqîîently, that efileer ",pressed
forward with ardor,"' te attack the British.

If ever oae araîy w-as fai-ly beatea by
another, the battie cf Lundy's-lane furnishes
uis witl sueh an instance; that is, if remain-
ing in possession cf the field w-hile your
adu-rsary retreats precipitately and in dis-
order, Le considered as a preof of victery;
«encorait Prumend w-as attackcd by a
soperier force, and, through the gailantry of
hi8 treops, lie net ouly sustained bis posi-
tion, but, on the ncxt mornin g, w-lien Gencrai
Ripley* received instructions frein «encrai
B3rewn te make another attack, lie -as found
so weli preparcd te repel it, that the attaek
was net muade; the front, tee, shown by the
British being bo formidable, that a retreat,
on the part cf the Aunericans «w-as found
necessary, tlîis retreat net being, as Ameni-

*Wilkinson, vol 1. Appendix 9.

can 'writcrs s.'precnt., orderly, but markedl
with the destruction of military stores of
various kziuds.

That the Amierican loss vças seve*e can Le
proved by the fortunate admission of Ingersol,
wlio says, t "Those whvlo liad sunk exhaustcd,
those geone te take care of the wounded, the
numbers who, in ail batties, stray from
their places, those loft in camp w-lien the
rest went eut te battie ; ail those diminu-
tiens loft, in thcjudgmcent of reliable officers,
not more M/au a 17ousand fighi1ùq mien
emibodied, wlien tlîey wcre miarched baek to
Clhippewa." That the loss wvas se sévere,
we, cannot, for a moment believe, -whlen w-e
considcr the nunibbérs cf the Ainericansi
ciîgagcd ; w-e can only, therefore, look on
this statcinent of Ingersol's as an attenipt at
an excuse for the retreat of a superior body
befere an inferior.

If ever a w-riter carncd a pension frora his
devotion te Lis " ceuntry's cause," Ing-ersel is
that mari. Nothing lias sufllced te withstand
the onslaught cf Lis pen on the eharacter
and morale of the B3ritish, and a few extracLù,
taken in connectien with Drummond's desý-
pateli, will net be fou-id unamiusing. We
are first informed, page 99, that; ',General
Brewn, -when the victory cf flridgewater,
se far as could Le judged frein ail cirenin-
stances, wua complote, was witlî difficulty
supperted on lus herse as he retired te Chip-
pewa" We presume that Mr. Ingersol on
reading ever tlîis paragraph considered it
necessary te acceunt for Gencral Brown and
his army's retreat te Chippeiva, aceordingly
on page 100, w-e llnd it stated tliat "The
struggle w-as ever. Pride cf succcss w-aa
supplanted by bodily exhaustieri, ansiety

-t page 99, Ilistoricai sketch cf the second


