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SURVEY OF THE OTTAWA ROUTE TO LAKE HURON.

Adoxg the various plans of public improve-
ment that have been propusud in this country,
is the making a navigable water communication
between the Ottawa Ruiser and Lake Huron, in
order to facilitate the settleraent of the coun-
try, and provide fur the transport of produce
from the upper Lakes Ly a much shorter route
than through Lakes Ene and Ontario.  With
this design, an act of the Legmslature was pus-
ed, providing fur a ¢ Survey of the Otlawa
river, and the country burdening on it, togcther
with the country and waters lying between that
river and Lake Huron.” In pursuance of this
act commissioners were appuinted, who enga-
ged three gentlemen, “who wae directed to
take different routes, with a view of discovening
the nature of the country, the facilitics of
transport, the quality of the =u.l, and whethcr
adapted to purposes of cultivation, besules the
great object—the waier cummunication,”—
‘The reports of these gentlemen fulfil these ob-
jects.  As these reports and the country they
describe are but little known, we shall give an
abstract of them in the present article.

The gentlemen employed in this survey em-
barked at Penetanguishine, and crossed the
north-eastern coast of Lake IHuron, when one
of them (Mr. Taylor) struck out fur the
French river, and had to pay an Indian to shew
him its entrance, “The impracticability of a
stranger finding the mouth of this niver is soon
seen. The islands are grouped together,
forming channels deep and intricate, with many

reefs and sunhen ruchs, varying in their coursce,
without any feature to disuinguish one from
another, and eatending thuusclies as far as
the ¢se cansce. The Indians are sumetimes
at u lus. tu hnow the best and necrest channel
to a reuared sputy as the islands have the same
appearaney, the greatest clevatiun not exceed-
g 30 feet, often only 15, But a channel
cuuld be marhed vut by beacons un the sunken
rocks.”  The Hudson Bay Company have a
pust near the nouth of this river. Three miles
farther up the strem theress a portage 300
yards across ; the fall is about 10 feet, river
narrow and ispeded with rocks.  *The sur-
roundiny country presents the suic appearance
as the north-cast shure of Lake Huron; the
woud 1s uf a stunted growth, and the rocks are
cuvered with mosses and lichens.™  Ascending
the river, the channel is narrow and rocky,
depili of water vacying from 10 to 20 feet, and
on cach sl a bold granice shore 60 or 80 feet
high. But few fizh 1n the river, and but little
liuntiug in the country, beaver or otler ex-
tremely :carce, deer not seen except 1n winter.
At 11 miles the fall of Petit Recolet occurs,
which i; 20 feet, the portage 150 yards, Ten
mules further is the Pectit Foucile rapid, the
ccuntry granite, covcred with a small, stunted
growth of pine, birch, and poplar.  Further vp
occur the rapids Brsson, Grand Foucile, Croix,
and Pine, whole rize equal to 57 feet, The
banhs are bold and irregular, 100 feet high, un-
duiating, covered with small wood. The chan-



