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SURVEY OF THE O-ÉTAWA ROUTE TO LAKE IIUtOzN.

A31o.No the vartous plans of public irnpro'.e-
ment that have been prupoud in tluis countryv,
is the making a na%. igablu uvatcr coiîuumunicati.ii
between the Ottavva Riv er and Lake Huron, in
order te facilitate tluc -uctt1iuent of' the cultuu-
try, and proide fur the transpurt ut' prodiiîc
from the uippcr Lakebu L-y a iiuoch shurter rouîte
than throucgh Lakes Erie and Ontario. Wîtlî
this design, an act utf tlie Legîslatture % i)a-
cd, providing for a 1,Survey of tue Ot*aawa
river, and th:e country borderîîîg on ît, togvther
with the country and vwatcrs 1) ing bût%% cen tlîat
river and Lake Hluron." In pursuance of tliîs
aet commisý:ioners %% erc appoiîtcd, v'.ho caga-
ged thrce gcntîcuieïn, "-vvuu %%(,e irc.tied to

the nature of' tlîe countr%, the facilitics ut'
transport, the qualîty of the twul, and iv liuetlicr
adaptetilto pîirpo>es ut'culti'. atiun, bebc.i.c tlie
great obct-thc w aer cuiî,îîiinctîn."-
The reports eof tlîese gentlemen fuilfil the-ue ob-
jects. As these reports and tlîc cuuntry they
describe are but little kno%%n, ve shall gîve an
abstract of them i n the prcsent article.

The gentlemen cmployed in tlîis sur,.ey cm-
barked at Penetanguishine, and crossed the
north-eastern coast eof Lake Hluron, %% lien one
of theni (Mr. Taylor> struck eut for the
French river, and bad to pay an Indian to thuvv
him its entrance. Il The imprtcticabilîty or a
etranger finding the mouth of thîs river is toua
3een. The islands are grouped togother,
forming channels deep and intricate, vvuth mnany

receland bunKen rucks, %ar'. i in tlieir course,
u'itliutit d113 fu.îture tu. d.in oib ne front
,tiiutlier, and c>.tcnding, tiiiisctus as far ns
tic ,vc cati Ec... The In.dîans are sumetiilues
at L luý.. to knott the bc.,t nnd nccrcst channel
tu. IL re.tu.rcd :qitit, uaj the îýlanq]b ha% c the saine

a11ern.,the greateb~t clev ation flot cxceed-
ing .30 fcet, tuften only là. Bat a channel
cui1t1 be iiiarked out Ly becacuns un the s-unken
rotk.* 'l'lie Hudson Bay Company have a
pu..t near the niuuth of tliu. ritcr. Tlirc miles
f,trthcr op the btreaiL tlire ià a portage 800
yards acrotss; the fall is about la feet, river
narru%.' antliii îîîîcd vtitlî rock.,. --T'le sur-
ruuii..,ng coîîlîtry preàuntà tlîe .aii.e appearance
as the nurtlî-eut shure uf Lake Huron ; the
v ood is uf a btunted grovvthî, and the rocks are
cV'. .rtél v% ith nosbs and licliciis." Ascending
tie rî'.cr, tic clîannel is narrow and rocky,
tleptUr utviîtcr '.t'ryiiigfrorn 10 to -'0 feet, and
ou iach idu a hold grani.c bhore 60 or 80 feet
hiigh. But fcvv lizi in the river, and but littie
lîontîîîg in the couintry, beaver or otter ex-
treniely , cnrce, dccr flot ser exccpt in vinter.
At 11 miles the fali of Petit Recolet occurs,
%%luîch i.; 20 fcct, the portage 10 3 ards. Ten
atulei further us the Petit Foucile rapid, the
ccuntry granite, eo% cred v% Ali a -,mall, stunted
gruth utf pine, bîrcli, ani poplar. Fturther tp
occur the rapi.'s flris.,on, Grand Foucile, Croix,
andl Pîne, vvholc rit-e ecqual to 57 feet. The
banks arc bold and iurregular, 100 feet high, un-
dU;at1rng. COVCred Witih Z-1111 Wood. The chan-


