
Short Sermon.

when the creed was said, to show thleir readiness to dofond it oven
t, death. Its placo after the reading of scripture is appropriate,
fir ' faith cometh by hîeariig, and hiearing by tho Word of God.'

After the Creed follows a beautiful mutual prayer of priest
and peoplo for each othier, founded on tho salutation of Boaz
to his reapers in the fields of Pvthlehîen (Ruth ii. 4). Then the
.")I is further braced up to devotion by the summons 'Let us
pray.' which is succecded by what is eaUed the 'Lesser Litany,'
beginning 'Lord bavo mercy upon us,' etc., and this again is
fullowed by the Lord's Prayer. After this we have a nuniber of
versicles, which were compared in the Aneient Church to sharp
'darts' of prayer sent up as it wero te tako hoaven by force.
Tieso aro taken from Psala lxxxv. 7 ; xx. 9, (Sept. Version);
e\m\ii. 9; xxviii. 9 ; and tha last is a very old forma of prayer in
the Church. To these suceeds the Colilct for the day. 'Collects,'

s ,I s Estrange, an ominent Liturgical writer, 'are so called either
becauso many petitions aro contracted and collected into one body,
or because they are gathored from several portions of Scripture.'
The CoUlect may bo said te give the special tone or colouring to tho
servic of the day. It forms tin liik between the ordinary offices
anîd tie Communion Service, and as bas been vell said,* 'in our
daily service it is contrived by tho introduction of the Colleet that
tiîro shall be a continual reminder of that Festival, which is tho
liighet (and which in earliest times vas the only) net of Christian
wor.ship.' The Collect of the day is followed by two others, wihich
are uniivarying throughout the year. The first is for peace, the
scuond for grace to tako us through the day, on which by God's
mervy wo havo entered. Hero anciently tho morning office ended,
and as it will bo profitable to enter somewhat moro deeply into
tho beauties of the collects, it may he well te roservo the cxami-
nation of the concluding prayers of this office, which are identical
with the final prayers of Evening Service, to a futuro paper.
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SCorintliians xiv. 15. -" What is il lhen ? I will pray uihl th1e
ypirit, and I u:ill pray wiith hlie undcrstandinq also: I will sing citli
!he spir, and I wll sing with the unders(anling also.

E shall no>t, I thiink, bo doing dishonour te God's Word,
if wo separato this text froin the passage in which it
lies enibedded, and apply it practically te ourselves.

1. Sonewhat reversiug the order of the text, let us
first observe that St. Paul says he will " pray with the

understandiny. And is not this, to spoal, revorently, tho conclusion
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