
*4 The Sea-shore
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"r^^Tf ^r®" ^ *•"' '""^ ^ mart wa. Bu,p«,ded;porter, cleared the front street of every descriptionTm»^chandise. boatmen ceased lading and unlading the.r ve^^and put out mto the middle of the stream. The centreT^f

'

nver eemed with craft, from small boats to large borgeTmcludmg the gay • flower-boats.'
* ^ '

nt'f^^ll^T^'!^
*""" *''"' """* a™o™ced the appeanuice

athwart the nver at ,ts raouth, as far down ^ the eye couldreach. Its no.se compared by Chinese poets to that of thunder^eedily drown^ that of the boatmen ; and as it adv^c^'
with great rapidity-at the rate, I should judge, of tw^t^

wall, or rather a cataract four or five miles across and about
thirty feet high, moving bodily onward •

"Knowing that the bore of the Hoogly-which scarcely
deserves mention ip comparison with the one before me-mvanably overturned boats which were not skilfully managed
I cou d not but feel apprehensive for the lives of thefloafSmutetud. A- the fc^ming wall of water dashed fun"5^rd they were silenced, all being intently occupied iikeepmg their pr^ws towards the wave, which threatened tosubmerge everytbng afloat ; but they all vaulted, as it wereto the summit m perfcit safety.

"m spectacle was of greatest interest when the bore hadpassed about half way among the craft. On one side theywere quietly reposmg on the surface of the unruffled stream

^ll I'Z
"^ \

'"''" P°"*'°" ""« P'»*l>i°g <^d heavingon the flood
;

others were scaling, with the agility of salmon,
the formidable cascade.

'

attached to the shore again, and women and children wereoccupied m gathenng articles which the careless or miskilfulhad lost m the confusion. The streets were drenched with

E*! .IT^^'f'''*
''°''""* °* ™*«' 'Pl^hed over thebanks mto the head of the Grand Canal, a few feet distant "


