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-courge was more particularly intended
- amonget the absentees. It is quite true
that discourses exhibiting learning and
dloquence and warmth are calculated to
draw hearers ; but is also as true that
an attentive congregation will encourage
a pastor and stimulate him to work with
hearty earnestness and zeal. Come
then, Sabbath after Sabbath, For this
is a duty which you cught most regu-
larly to perform, and a privilege too
which you ought most highly to value
and most diligently to improve.
And this leads me to say that it is
your) duty to strengthen the hands of
Your minister, by co-operating with him
in eyery good .work. As christians are
you not soldiers of the crogs? And as
such is it not jour plain and solemn
duty, under {the great Captain of your
fsalvation, to fight bravely, zealously and

preservingly ~against all wickedness ?
He who acts otherwise must be treated
as a coward or deserter. In order to be
Jost and ruined for ever, it is

him, to the injury of hie comfort and
usefulness. But listen not to idle

marks, from what ever quarter they
may come. We will feel assured that
{(_mr minister will endeavour to perform
his duties faithfully and conscientiously ;
but to expect that he should never orr
and never come short would be tolook for
more than can be expected from mortal
man. And we also feel assured that he
will be| more sensible of his own unin-
tentiongl failings than you can be, and a
great /deal more sorry for them. It
wo.md be wrong then,—nay it would be
unjust to him, and unjust and detrimen-
tal to yourselves to take offence at every
upmtemionnl failing, fault or omission.on
his part. He may not at all times dis-
ch'arge his duty to your satisfaction. But
this - may often be owing to you (not
knowing all the ~circumstances, or to
your forming wrong views of what his
duty is and indulging unreasonable ex-
pectations. Men are often quite alive

ary for any one to commit very heinous
crimes; all that is needed is, to sit still
and do nothing. Bewake then of a do-
nothing christianity. “ To do no harm,
says Baxter, is the praise of a gtone, not
of a‘man.”
One officer in & company alone cannot
do much; and so your pastor requires
and looks for your co-operation. You
have influence and many opportunities
for doing good; use them all in your
several spheres and stations, in drawing
the reckless and ungodly to this house
and into the fold of Christ. With your

. minister consecrate all your talents,—all oth

the powers of your bodies and il the
faculties of your souls in advancing the
kingdom of your Lord and Master.

And let me exhort you to beware of
Mnl‘)i:f any dl?:sling of distrust and
causeless prejudi ingt your pastor.
In these days of nﬁmnmmy 'wmi-
mosity , thers may e MADY who would

|

Oh then be up and doing.

to their neighbours’ faults,

blind to their own. "Wh;n l?e}:z;sz
thou the mote that is in thy brothers
eye, and considerest not the beam that is
in thine own.” ’

And it is your duty to act liberally
towards your pastor, that he mav live
eomfonn!)ly and without anxiety whilst
persevering io his good work. As the
A;:ostle Paul s.ayi,l-—il‘ If you have sown
unto you spiritual things, is it
thing if we shall reng:u' youracErr;“ll
t.ln'ngs.". But I believe that in fulfilling
this .obhgauon, you shall be in the future
as in the past, rather an example to

ers.

Butabove all these things let me exhort
you to be frequent in prayer and su
plication for the influences of the spirz.
to fit your minister for -his work and
bless hig labours and to prepare your
own hearts for profiting by them, ‘It is
a praying people that makes a success-
ful mipister, And hence itis that the
Apostle Paul pleads,—* Brethren pray
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