XVL GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA®

FLORIDA.

Held at Jacksonville, January 9th, 1877,

M. E. Comp. John 8. Driggs, Grand High Priest.

Number of Chapters, 16; represented, 4; exalted, 7; mem-
bers, 2R0; receipts, $269. ~Annual Convocation, 81st.

There is no great improvement as yet in the condition of
the, Craft, but they live in hopes of better prospects. We
will all rejoice when these hopes are reslized, as they must

be in the course of time. In his address the Grand High
Priest says:—

} “I can offer you no of the p or i diat
pective prosperity of the Royal Art in this jurisdiction, but uy
the cause is not ln the a) b{aﬁhy, indifference, or lack of zeal or lblhty
of the officers and membérs of the several SBubordinate Chapters, as I
can learn, but is the result of the general stagnation in tlll)e wvarious
branches of industry, the great scarcity of money, the increasing de-
mand made upon the time, talents and ability of every one to provide
for the cause and sustenance of tlwse l.ronnd und ndant npon
him. This want of means, I will

to
general representation of the Suf)ordmnm Chlpten at this Anmul
C%nvocation. a8 well as delay in payment of their dues to the Grand
Chapter.

* In consideration of the small ber of Subordi Chapters, the
long dmtnnoe f.hey are located from, this Grand Chsphr, ti\o h

would
P upon rep

d to the ideration of t.he Gund Clu.pter a ohsngo of the
law regulating representation.

* Without recommending any partionlar course, I would call atten-
tion to needed action of a positive nature relative to the return of a
charter when forfeited for cause, as cha ters !mg dormant, I find,
e::fr: an. influence adverse to the pmapenty and growth of our noble
¢

** And now, my Companions, while to all appearances the present
condition of the {%oysl raft is not gntx!yl or cheering, let us each
one, 88 sensible of our wants, our needs es, when we go hence
in these bright days of the New Year, blukln on the armor of endea-
vor, with the datm’mmahon that no s

teps backward shall be taken,
but that, if spared in health till our next Grand Convocation, we will

meet,mhwnhnuportot p t, and p
prosperity.”

In the matter of the status of members of Chapters whose

charters have been forfeited, the following ediot was.
adopted:—
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