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© A FAMILIAR BLUFF.

P

4}Yheu Sir Charles Tupper was speaking
n #Pr. Montague's constituency the other
oy he declared that he had said to Sir
!ﬂfrid Laurier: “I challenge you now
/o put your finger upon one single pledge
bu gave to the people of Canada that you
ave carried out.” There is no doubt
at. Sit Charles did make this challenge.
fe1s a very daring old gentleman and it
¥ quite Ms custom to make challenges of
ihis' sort. In’ fact, the more certain he

| 2

s and sweeping would be 'tge challenge.’
E:t because Sir Chafles says that ‘the
jremier sat dumb before this invitation,
» 3m not follow that his challenge was
jot taken up a score of times and satis-
fa-toriiy disposeo of. The doughty Dar-
shet goes ubout nursing the illusion that
yis challenges and his spceches are never:
irswered, and cannot be answered; but
!t\"er_\'ouc else knows to the comtrary, su
shat no harm is really done.
let is not at all impossible, nor even a
fificult matter, to prove that a good
&mny"of the pledges given by the Liberal
sarty have  been redeemed. Of course,
when -opponents of the government dis-
muss Liberal pledges they have the repre-
‘eﬁsible habit of ."inscrtiug a number of
1 s which the party ncver gav:. but
ilél:& need be no 'm‘ibsuu‘dcr'stumling 01
ﬁhtu; scorc; ﬁr‘ﬁwe pledges qf"l}m Tsberad
‘pii‘ty were announged at the great con-
yefition held as( théa) fin. 1893 and ‘ave
of " record. “They are the only pledges
vespecting whith 'f,)c'i[;'[')a ty can propeviy
&- called to accouint, ilkii} when the case
is submitted  to ghe jassize, of public judg-
ferit  the owigwas' of fultiliment
M :.be fmsn,'&} sﬁtlsfgotoryi - ln' 'thc
meantime the fﬁ?&_qgnfﬁ‘g]css blufis’ of Tory
gampaigners . will ot .be. apt to make
#ny: impressio. . ‘ :
1t cannot be denied, however, that there
Was one il‘xil,‘q'i“tunt pledge given by “the
Iﬁberals whichijthey Lave not 1edeemed.
They. committed: themselves definitely and
unequivocally to ‘the repeal of the gerry-
fhanders of 1889 and 1892—those lwo
measures which did more Lo prevent the
’/_ exercise of pulfl;ic opinion than any-
thing else. ‘They certainly tried to carry
@ut, that undertaking, and alter weeks
of - struggling against the blockade tacties
of ‘tlig opposition, they siuccecded in car-
#ying the repcal through the House of
mmons. That ' was all they could do;
had to that -extent fulfilled their
promise.’ Lveryone knows, hdayever, what
pappened in the Senate. The. partisan
sajority- in that chamber, without war-
yant or reasom, threw the measwre out.

They kucwl’_l.li;at“ without the uniir uﬂ-_

vantages given ’tllem(b_\' the gcrr'yuqu‘crs
of 1852 and 1802, their friends in the
lcommons cotild not face the etecfora® of
ntario. 1f Sir, Charles Shad this failuve
fin his mind when he Was speaking in On-
;.tario, there is not ap impartial nan in the

idominion who will think that the viream-

stance is discreditable to the Liberals of
yeflects upon their honesty..of puipose.,,
¥ There were other pledges, and no cge
:ﬁw\vu better than Sir Charles ‘that they
have been redeemed. He knows Uyt E\hé
Liberas have: :
7 Repealed the Franchise Act.
', Taken a plebiscete on Prohibition. 2
?‘?Readjusted the tariff.

Jutroduced preferential trade.
i Practiced economy. :
. .Given a, clean administration. o
' iThese, with the promise to repeal the
gerymander: ac's, -were' the undertakings
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"of the Liberal party as announced at ﬂ:é:
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please make them payable.

TTearages
no legal: discontinuance .

s of being answered, the more vocifer- |
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Ottawa convention. It cannot be: hoped
that the opposition will admit the two
last items, b_cc:uise it is part of the game
of politics to insist that the government
is extravagant and corrupt. But the facts
dletiry established a faithful and conscien-
tious discharge of obligations before the
people of Canada, all statements to the
coutrary notwithstanding.

DR BORDEN AND THE MILITIA.

P

The Sun's Ottawa letter, which is writ-
ten by Mr. 8. D). Scott, editor of that
paper, with a view. to doing as much in-
jury to the government as possible, criti-
cizes the 1on. Dr. Borden's recent speech
on the militia and tiics to show that he
does not deserve any credit for the man-
per in’ which the Camadian contingents
were sent to South Africa. Dr. Borden
in. the course of his speech called atten-
tion to the fact that the number of
troops raised for active service in South
Africa, including the battalion stationed
at Halifax which went to reheve the Brit-
ish, regiment removed " from that place,
pnmbered about four thousand, whereas
{he number of troops-sent to the North-
west to put down the rebellion was only
some 3,300. Mr. Scott lights on this and
tries to show that Dr, Borden was at-
tempting to detract from the merits of
the militia who put down the Northwest
rebellion fifteen years ago.” Perhaps the
best way to illustrate/ Mr. Scott's remarks
is to quote what he says: i ‘

“In the first plage, we might naturally
expect that fifteen/ ycars of military evolu-
tion would = accomplish something. We
have had the military college turning out
officers during/ all that' period, and we
ought to have something better to send
to the field than we had in 1885. But Sir
Adolphe Caron was able in a shorter time
than Dr. Borden used to gather nearly
as large a force, to transport it, partly
in° winfer, thousands of miles by land,
much of the distance without a railway;
to maintain it ip he field, with many. of
the ‘units far away from a railway basc
or a base of, supplies; to follow an enemy
. fighting as the Boers fight, from behind
shelter. with rapidly changing posi-
tions, to guard a frontier of a thousand
m'les, threatened by hostile Indians and
Jargely unsettled; and to do it all with at
least equal success to that obtained by
the British forces in their early encounters
with -the Boers. The militia department
of the present day, with the larger organ-
ization, costing double the annual grant,
raised its force and delivered it on board
ship at Canadian ports,” the government
havitig no responsibility on the battle-
field or anywhere in the area of military
operations. No doubt the ‘military branch’
of ‘Dr. Borden’s department did the work
well, but that is no reason why anyone
should disparage the work done fifteen
vears ago under Sir Adolphe Caron and
General Middleton.” v

Mr.'Scott completely ignores the fact
that the militia whe were sent to the
Northwest did not require to be enlisted
because it was a part of their duty to go
to any part of Camada where their ser-
vices ‘might be 1required, whereas every
one of the anen who went to- South Afpi-
ca had 'to- bé individually enlisted and
examined. He¢™" likewise  ignores - the
fact that the troops for South Afrira had
to be gathered in one place for embarka-
tion and sent thousands of miles by sca,
that everything necessary’ for a campaign
had to be provided for them in Liaste and
that in engaging in this work, Canada
was doing something that was wholly
new; because while the Tories were in
power they never offered to send a man
abroad to aseist the, DBritish government
in any of its numerous wars. Dr. Borden
did not, as the Sun states, make light
of the work that was done by his' prede-
cossor  fifteén yvears before, on thg ‘con-
trary he gave it its proper meed of praise,
but he did right in showing that a still
creater work had been done by the pres-
ent government. We leave it with the
Sun to settle with its Teaders with re-
‘watil Lo its sneers at “the success obtain-
.ed by the British forces in their carly
‘encounters  with the Boers.” We are of
the opinion that Mr. Scotp will’ regret
baving written that seatence, because whal
have the militia of Canada to do with
any lack of success which the British {orces
encountered in the early fights with the
Boers. No Canadian was in_these hattles,
and if Canadians had been there even
the Sun would not venture to hold Dr.
Borden rosponsible for these early rever-
ses, no matter how diligently ‘it might
be wseceking to find capital 'against‘ the
present  dominion government. Nothing
that the Sun can say with regard to the
(anadian contingents sent to. South” Af-
yica “can detract from  their ‘nierits
or lessen the credit duc to the min-
ister of militia under whom theiv
great work was done. At a time when
the who'e world is praising the conduct
of the Canadian forces it seems rather in-
opportune for the Sun to be endeavoring
to show that they did nothing worthy of

applause. B

ATTACKING GREAT BRITAIN.

.

The Sun continues to countenance and
assist the ehiemies of Great Britain by pub-
lishing Mr. 1. N. Tord’s cable despatches,
in which everything possible is done  to
iminimize Great Britain's achicvements and
to magnify any disaster or Joss she may
suficr. 'In his despatch, which was pub-
lished in the Sun of yesterday, Mr. Yord,
avhom the Sun claims as ils own corres-
pondent, took occasion to attack Lord
Salishury’s policy with respect to China
and to cndeavor Lo magnify Tussia at the
expenee of our mother country. After the
amount of howling and screeching that
the Sun has indulged in at the expense of
Mr. Tarte, what will its readers say to the
following extract froin its telegraphic
colunns: :

“Salisbury has not disclosed any object-
ive points beyond protection of the Brit-

has not started out Wwell, for the relief
force commanded by Seymour has returned
to Tien Tsin’ after being thwaited and baf-

Russian column with other foreign contin:

ish legation and commercial interests. He'

fled in an’ attempt to reach Pekin, and ‘thé”]
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gents has rescued it. : England has taken
a’ subordinate part in.the bombardment
of the Taku forts, and European forces
have rescued an expedition which was
badly planned by the British admiral. Sal-
isbury will now fall back, without doubt,
upon the Kurcpcan concert, and the in-
itiative will be taken Dby Russia. The
| American government, unlike the Euro-
pean powers, scems to know its mind, and
this is a great advantage. It provided a
small contingent for Seymour’s column,
and another one was under fire with the
Russians before TUen Tsin was relieved,
but both were sent into China under defi-
nite: instructions, and there was no engage-
ment to do anything more than co-operate
with the other forces in the protection
of - the life and property of foreigners.
American activity will end awhen its lega-
tion is safe and the lives and property of
Americans in China are protected.” :

We think that most readers of the Sun
will peruse the above with a great de-
grec of indignation. 1It.will be observed
that instecad of Admiral Seymour being
commended for his gallant attempt’to re-
relieve the embassies at Pckin his efforts
are treated with. something like contempt.
No inention is made ‘of the fact that is
stated in the Associated Press despatches
that for fifteen days Admiral Seymour’s
column was surrounded and fighting with
thowsands ¢f ' enemies; that for ten
days they wecre on quarter rations, and
that no troops have ever displayed more
heroisin than the little force which: Mr.
I,. N. Jerd, correspondent to the Sun,
speaks of with so much contempt.

Then we are told by the Sun that Eng-
Jand bas taken a subordinatc part-in the
bombardment of the Taku forts. That
is, we suppose, stated for the purpose of
{hrowing more contempt on our mother
country and exalting the Russians and
Yankees at her expense. We believe that
Great Britain was as well represented at
the bombardment of the Taku forts as
any other power. If the whole British
Chinese fleet was not present at the "oc-
casion it was due to the fact that China
has a pretty long coast line and that Great
Britain has to watch other parts of it,
besides the mouth of the Pei Ho River. A
great deal is made of the fact that a Rus-
‘gian column rescued Admiral Seymour’s
gallant little army, but the truth of the
anatter is that all the great ;Suropean
powers, as well as the United States were
represented in the corps which rescued
Admiral Seymour from his dangerous po-
sition. Moreover, Admiral Seymour’s
force was not a British force alone, but
cons'sted of detachments from:the forces of
the several powers. To exalt Rus-
§ia as the great rescuer of this force
could. only. be dictated by an anti-British
spirit; the same spirit which induced the
Toronto Mail, the chief organ of the Con-
servative party, to say in 1879 that if the
national policy was unfavorable to Brit-
ish connection so much the worse for Brit-
ish connection. Mr. Ford, whose contri-
butions to the Sun are so highly valued,
appears to be as. stupid a creature as ever
was wrapped up in the skin of a news-
paper correspondent. He tells- the readers
of the Sum, with a great degl 'of confi-
dence, that the American forces have been
sent te China under definite instrugtions
and that American aclivity will end®vhen
the American legation is safe, and when
the lives and property of Americans in
China ave protected, Does this mean that
the United States intends to withdraw its
missionarics; its official representatives and
its merchants from China as
soon as the men who are
now in  danger are relieved? Was
there ever a more silly observation penned
by a mdn supposed to'be worlhy of being
a iewspaper representative. The reason
the people of the United States have sent
an army to China is to protect their com-
meree, and that commerce cannot be pro-
teeted until China has given proper guar-
antees that such an emcute as the recent
one shall not again place the lives of for-
cigners in danger in her capital city.

As for Lord Salisbury, we are of the
opinion that Mr: Ford has not sufficiently
entered into his mind to know what views
he holds with respect to China. We think
it will be found that heé is quite as well
aware of what he wishes to be done; and
what ought to be don¢, as is President
McKinley, and although it may please the
Sun to abuse the British government and
to attack British policy, as cxemplified by
the present premier of Great Britain, and
to cxalt American policy at ils expense,
we doubt whether the loyal people of St.
John will: appreciate that form of detrac-
tion or commend such Hesslan tactics.

THE KHEDIVE.

v

The Khedive of ligypt {8 wmeeting with
a warm reception in England, which he is
now visiting, but whether he deserves it
or not is another question. There is a very
strong impression that the Khedive in
Limes past has not been a friend to Brit-
ish rule, and that he has intrigued with
the French for the purpose of gelting vid
of his British advisors, Still, it must be
remembered that the Khedive was a very
young man when he ascended the throne,
only eighteen years of age, and he is a
yvoung® man stilf for he has only atlaincd
the age of twenty-six. It is to be presum-
ed that-he is learning wisdom from his
experience during the past few years, and
that he now sees that the true friends of
];fg_\ pt ave the Britizh and not the French.
The extension of the Kzypiion territories
to . their former boundaries, by the re-
occupation of the Soudan, is an achicve-
ment which ought to. um&e his present
Kgyptian advisors stand well.in his eyes.
It is safe to say that if the French had
uuuupi‘cd the same, position in Jigypt as the
British did, no, Khedive would noav be on
the thaone, but Egypt would have bccou‘ne
a F¥rench colony. Whether the existing
system of Tuling’ Egypt is Id‘estin‘cd to’be

ture to'decide,.: The Khedive receivés an:

THE SEMT W REELY!

permanent may be'a qu"éa'_’t\iun' for’ the fu- |

income of $300,000 a'year, anil apparetitly

3

he does nothing: te earn it for he is not
‘a potent factor in the government of
Faypt, although he ‘is nominally. its head.
Still, it may be that it is wise to kecp
the shadow of a sovereign on the throne
for the purpose of quieting the suscepti-
bilities of the Egyptians, who might not
like to sec their native ruler wholly de-
posed. We trust that the Khedive may
cnjoy his visit to Fngland and that on his
reiwn to .]'733'1»1.» he will give no further
cause of suspicion with regard to his en-
tire friendliness to Great Britain and the
officials who rule in her name iy Egypt.

DOMINION DAY.

P

‘ Smday- . was the 33rd anni-
versary of the union of the four
original ~ provinces of Canada into
a confederation, A great many men
are still in-aclive life.in St. Jolin who
took part -in the work which led to this
union and were prominent on one side or
the other in the clection which brought it
aboiit. Yet a whole generation has pass-
ed since then, and the emtire aspect of
affairs has changed in Canada to such an

‘extent that there is very little resemblance

between the dominion as it was, when it
first came into existence 23 years ago, and
the dominion as it exists mow. The union
of the Canadian provinces, although it
geemed to be a natural and proper result,
from the fact that they were all under the
British flag and lay close to each other,
was opposed by many good men on the
ground that the smaller provinces might
not receive full justice from the larger
ones. Local jealousies also caused many
people in the maritime provinces to hesi-
tate before tying their destiny to that
of Canada, but in the end the larger views
prevailed, and the union was accepied not
only as inevitable but proper. Ilowever,
all the anti-confederation fecling whkich
cxisted in Canada a few yeais ago has
now whoily died out. No man talks of
the dissolution of the wnion, but every
man is proud of the progress that Canada
has madle, along'cver'v line of endeavor,
during the period that the dominion has
been in cxistence. When the dominion
was first organized it embraced only a
comparatively small area, New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia, Quebec and Ontario. There
was then some talk of acquiring the Hud-
son Bay territories and join'ng them to
Canada, but no man in that day dreamed
of uniting the eastcrn provinces to Brit-
ish Columbia, or that the new confeder-
at'on would extend from ocean to océan.
The men who desizned this union and car-
ried it out were empire builders in the

itruest sense. They were men of fore-

thought as well as mer of ability, and in
future ages their memory will receive due
credit  for what they did to establish
Pritish power on tliis continent and to
lay the foundation of a young and vigort
ous nation. No man who traces the his-

.tory of Canada bucl; io,,tﬁc first union of

the proviaces can dapy that co.feder i
has beén a very great success. Were they
to contrast’'the Camada of 33 years ago
with the Canada of I:toduy they could not
but be struck with the immense advances
that have been made in every 1espect, in
railways, in commerce and ia material
wealth, and in all ”t’}il'-lt goes Lo make ‘a
nation since the umjon was first efiected.

We have grown very largely in popula-
tion and in area, but we have grown still
more in the truc national spirii, and we
have made Canada known and respected
all over the world. . Everyone recoznizes
in the Canadian dominion the right hand
of the mother country, the greatest of her
colonies and. the future heir of her great-

ness, a land to avhich the whole British
racc might emgrate and buld up a new
empire. A land cof such magnificent re-
sources that at some [uture day it may
become the home of 270,0.0,060 pcople.

'ADMIRAL SEYMOUR'S COLUMN.

—

Admiral Seymour possesses one ualily
which a good many of the commanders in
South Africa scem 16 be deficiens in, he
knows how to write a “esputea that ix
clear and intelligible. The account which
he gives of his attempt to reach Pekin,
which appeared in our columns on Satur-
day, is-a very plain and full statement of
a brave effort in the face of enormous
difficulties to rescue the cmbassies at the
Chinese capital. It is a conspicuous proof
of the bad editing of the Sun and of the
bad spirit which prevades that paper that
on Saturday it allowed Mr. 1. N. Yord
to say that the British government had 1e-
ceived only ¢ight words from Seymour,
and that the accounts of Scymour’s cper-
ations and the conduct of the column that
relicved him are still “vague and con-
fused.” Mr, Ford must have put that in
out of pure spite, because there never was
a clearcr statement than that which Ad-
miral Seyvmour issaed. We can ahuost
follow him as he fousht fiom day to day
to endeavor to rcach Pekin, and ve can
view with the eyes of imagination his re-
turn when he was beset with enemies and

. . i
when his brave troops were oa short rations |

and in danger of being completely over-
whelined by the hordes which surrounded
him. Admival Seymour conducted hinvelf
through all these operations like 2 brave
and competent commander.  His- iosses
were heavy and it is a notable fact that
the los:es of the British in killel and
wounded were greater than those of all
the other nations combined. Jt is eusy
to see’ from these figures by whom the
fighting was done, and . the manuer in
which the Chinese hosts were Leaten baci.
There was something dramatic as well as
heroic in the manner in which Admiral
Seymour, beset by numerous enemies, sic-
ceeded in capturing the Chinese arsenal
with its immense store of provizions aund
arms, and holding on to it until the re-
licving column reached him. It was a clear
stroke of genius and.stamped the admiral
as @ man fit for amnv emergency -and
worthy to lead' brave British sailors and
warinés under- any circumstances.
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most reasonable.

King Street,
Corner Germain.
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Thousauds of peop
Then the trunk should be roomy, convenient and durable. Our
trunks are all that. Moreover, they are all new, and prices

above line, and of very fine finish.

-
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~ TRUNKS AND

SUIT CASES—We have'a special line of suit
* frames, hand sewn and copper riv
russet..

Excellent vaiue.  Price on
We have .another line of suit

eted.
ly $6.00.

BAGS.

le live in their trunks ‘#};Il summer.

cascs of heavier leather than the

Price $9.73.

Other lines ranging in price from $1 2.00 to $135.00.

$1.90, $2.20, $2.55.

lined.

KIT BAGS—Leather lined.

Solid leather English
with canvas linings:

TRUNKS—Metal covered; oval top with tray.
S5.25. ‘

Leather covered, oval top with tray.

Canvas covered, flat top with tray.
Steamer Trunks, extra well made.

BAGS—Leather bags with good “frame and ‘lock: 44, 16, 18 inches. Price

Better lines in russet and olive shades, $2.69, $2.935.
finished bags in black, russet,
Price $3.35 and upwards.

Solid leather English finished bags, same colors as above line; leather
Prices $4.65, 5.00, 6.00, 7.00, 9.335.

Prices $3.00, 5.00, 10.75, 1 1.75.

GLADSTONE BAGS—Prices $4.65, 6.00, 6.45 to 12.00.

! G

Prices $6.735, 3.235.
Prices $5.25, 6.23, 7.75.
Prices. $6.735, 7.00. !

Solid sole leather trunks with all necessary compartments for travel-

ling. Will last for years. Price $27.

TRAVELLERS ORDER BOOK AND
every commercial wan should have.
carrying these cases. Solid leather.

STATIONERY CASES—What'
We are the only people in the city
Prices $4.65, 5.00, 5.40.

YOUR MONEY PRACK IF DISSATISFIED.

REATER OAK.HALL,
SCOVIL BROS. & (0,

ST. JOHN, N. B.

SIR CHARLES TUPPER,

e

Sir Charles Tupper las tilen 1
parture from Ottawa and pone to England
where he expects to rewain for sgme
weeks. This may le acc pted as «ff in-
dication that he does uot expect the elec-
tions to come on s»on, or perhajs it ay
mean that he is t king less intirest n
public affairs in cons>quence of some pros-
pective change in the leadership of his
pariy. Sir Charles Tupper has leen the
leader of his party for four years and a
half, but we cannot say that in that time
he has great'y advanced the welfare of
the paity in which he cla‘ms to take such
an intercst. There is reason to thiik that
if he had remained in Engla: d it might
have stood in a be.ter position today than
it mow oceuvies, and that it would have

befallen it. At the same tine it must be
admitted that if Sir Charles were t) with-
draw from the leadership, it would be ex-
treaely difiicult for the Con:ervalives to
fill his place. Oue has on’y to 1ok at the
depleted front seats on the o position side
of the house to realze how b.d is the
plizht of the Conservative party with re-
spect to leadership or even men of ability?

leadership. would not be at all acceptable
to many of tiie Ontario memb rs, and cer-
tainly his chances of eing accep ed have
nu&.imm'ovcl duriiig the pre-ent session.
Mr. Haggart, Mr. Montague a d others

on thut side of the lpu-e are of course
not to be thovght (}Af party leaders, be-
cause they have Done of the qualities
that are required for that tryinz position.
sad as the leadersh'p of Sir Charles Tap-
per is any other leacership fron among
the Conscivatives now 'in the House of
Commons wor'd be infinitely worsc.

SCHOOL TEACHERS' PENSIONS.

The co-operative spitit of the age, which
lics at the basis of our insurance system,
is steadily ;'cuclxillg out into new fields of
service. The Utopia of the future, so in-
vitingly painted by enlightened social re-
forrmers, has this as its central and vital
principle. Among the forms in which it
has been tried in some communities is that
of creating a fund upon which school teach-

crs could depend, when unfit
for continued employment at their
vocation; and without claiming

to' have given the matter special thought
\;—e—r‘-glmi{‘.tlﬂ-—upii‘xion that therc is noth-
ing to prevent the aulnp‘tion of such a mu-
tual pension system i Canada. The sug-
gestion, if it has not already been con-
sidered, is at least worthy of attention by
those who arc most directly concerned.

In some of the states of the American
Union such a system has been in opera-
tion for ye;u-s. It has been based on the
axsessinent plan,  and the experience thus
far realized goes to show that everything
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' sion of %600 a year find that $25 is all that

escaped some of the disasieis which ‘have 1

Mr. Foster, who, no doabt, aspires to the .

depends upon the prudent administration
of the accumulating fund. In one case
which has come within our knowledge the
rezult has been disappointing. The school-
pension fund in Chi-
‘examined

teachers’
cago has lately been
by an actuary, and found to be :
utterly insoivent. About 6,000 persons have
Loen contributing to this fund, expecting
to receive a pension amounting to
half their salary on retiring. There i3
now an impairment of over $600,000, and
{hose who supposed they would get a pen-

they can hope for. The conclusion “which
{his result confirms is that nothing is more
certain than life imsurance when scientifi-
cally managed; nothing is more ruinous
when undertaken by incompetent and ig-

ncrant persons.

MISREPRESENTING THE GOVERNMENT.

—

The Sun, under the heading “A British
cxampe,” attempts to draw an unfavorable
comparizon between the conduct of the
government of Canada and the conduct of

the British government with respect to
maflters which it claims require investiga- :
tion. It states that - when charges
were made aginst the British army hos-
pital service, and it was stated that the
soldiers had suffercd owing to the lack
of sufficient equipment, the government |
at once announced that it would assent
to the appointment of a competent com-
mittee of physicians and others to in-
vestigate the whole matter. The Sun goes
on to say that if such a matter had been
brought up in the Canadian parliament
the government would have resisted all
efforts to hold an investigation, and when
forced by the current of public opinion
to take action would eitl‘l\r have appoint-
ed a partisan committee to whitewash the
wrong doers, or a committee with restrict-
ed power who would not be permitted to
get at the facts. This statement of the
Sun is not true in any particular, but as
we have long since ceased torlook in that
quaiter for truth, it does not cause us the
slightest surprise. The Liberal govern-
ment of Canada has never resisted any
fair demand to investigate any matter in
the public interest, but the conduct of
the opposition has been such that it was

frequently impossible to tell what they

wanted, because if one thing is conceded
they claim that what they wanted is some- ‘
thinx élse. [ '
In the West Huron election case they !
demanded a committee and a committee i
according to the Sun’s interpretation |
of it would be a partisan committee, that |
is, it would be composed of Liberals and
(onservatives. The government appointed
a judicial commission, a committee of
jvlidge,-:, who were altogether = removed
from. politics, and they gave it the am-
plest powers. ‘Llris-did not satisfy the op-
po'siti'on._ What they wz,msted was ‘the

thing which they now call a partisan com-

mittee. They wanted a committee before

which Mr. Powell, of ‘Westmor-
land, and other men of similar
"culibre  could  air  their eloquence
w  that the people of Canada

might see what able men they were. In
the cmergency rations case the government
appointed not a judicial commission, but a
committee. They gave the opposition the
amplest opportunity of bringing in evi:
dence. The whole proceedings of that

committee have been laid before the coun-
try, nothing has been held back. Yet the .

Sun nas the indecency to falsely .charge
the government with attempting to hold
back the facts. For the credit of jour-
nalisin, even Conservative journalism, ws
may say that until the present editor of
the Sun took charge of it there was al-
whys some attempt to act fairly and hon-
estly towards its political opponents. Now
under the changed conditions there is no
wuch thing as fair play, honesty or truth
to be found in the Sun.

Mr. Bourassa is said by Tory journals
to be in Manitoba working up an anti-
Dritish feeling. The stalement is a sheer
invention, inasmuch as Mr. Bourassa has
been steadily at Oitawa for many weeks
past. Lhe obscurity of such an announce-
ment, however, is shown by the fact that
Mr. Bourassa has mot, meither in-xml-
ment nor out of it, uttered one word in
hostility to Great Britain. Like thousands
of men in kngland, he merely questions
the justice of Britain's cause in South
Africa. {

Speaking at Hugci'svil]c last week, Mr.
Bergeran said:

“Where c;uuld oue find a happiei people
than the IFrench-Canadians, enjoying, un-

der the British flag, the free exercise of*

tl!eil‘ religipn, of their dear mother tongue,
of the their French laws.”

That settles Mr. Bergeron. The Mail
and Empire and Montreal Star will read
him out of the party. Just fancy his
talking about “their dear mother tongue!”
That's almost precisely what Mr. Tarte
said in Paris.

One of the great heresies enterlained by
Conservatives is that Providence operates

i only on their side. When they were in

and times were good they took the credit
—when times were bad they attributed the
circumstance to Providence. Now that
the Liberals are in and times are good they

' 9 . .
i say the fact is entirely due to Providence.

If times were bad they would say the
cause was the Grits,

The Liberals arve said by the chief Tory
organ to be “violently opposed” to prefer-
ential trade with Great Britain, The peo-
ple of England are probably content to
put up with this form of opposition as they
see it in practice, rather than have the
preferential policy which Sir Charles Tup-
per favors.
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