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The Bn.nym Question.

The St. John Gazette has, for thé
last two or three months, displayed &
greater and more unreasonable dij
position to discuss the stumpage
question unfairly ‘than any other
New Brunswick paper; and, becayse
we intimated last week that it eitler
knew little of the subject, or was dis-
posed to be unfair in dealing there-
with, it turned aside to make a per-
sonal attack upon che editor of
ADVANCE, a fact which must be tak
to mean that it is unable to treat
the matter on its merits.

The Gazette of 4th inst., criticising
the Sun's attitude towards the lum-
bermen, said that the stumpage
question was in & somewhat singular
position, and it continued as fol-
lows:—

* * “ywe think it desirable that
the whole subject should be thor-
oughly understood and, therefore,
the Qazette proposes to do its part
towards the public enlightment. It
was in 1883 that the rate of stamp-
age was placed at $1.25 aud, then,
sales took place of leases of Crown
lands for a period of ten years, based
onthe payment of ‘this stampage
rate. The upset price at which
these leases wece offered was $8 per
square mile, but, as will be seen by
the table we publmh below, the prices
obtained at public oompecmon were

far in excess of $8 a square mile, a
fact which seems to prove that the

rate of stumpage was shen regarded
as reasonable. The following list of
timber limits sold in 1883 will, we
have no doubt, prove a valuable cou-
tribution to the literature of the
stumpage question, and will enable
our readers to judge of the present
demands for a reduced rate.”

Now, as a matter of cold fact, if
the Gazette will again examine its
Crown Lands Report for 1883, it
will discover that instead of the
rate of stumpage being, in that year,
placed at $1.25, and that “¢hen, sales
took place of leases of Crown lunds
for a period of ten years, etc.,” it
was $1.00, and that it was for such
leases as might be renewed for 1884,
that the rate was to be $1.25. This,
however, is only a miror error of
the Gazette, and although it may be
wasting time to reply to a paper that
deals with so important a subject in
such a saperficial way,”we venture
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PUBLIC NOTICE.

will be wade wtho Legislature of
at the mext Session thereof for

Dol.!nrs

to suggest that after reading the fore-
going, quotstion from the Gazetie, one
would naturally expect the table or
list referred to to be that of “the
timber limits sold in 1883” and of
“the prices obtained at public com-
petition” etc. If it was an incom-
plete table or list, a paper wishing to
have “the whole subject thoroughly
understood” and “to do its part to-
wards the public enlightment” would
not follow such a preface as the fore-
going with a mutilated list, such as
that which the Gazetfe published.
What did the Gaztte do?! It went
to the Crown Land Department
Report for the year 1883 and, from
the table representing the general
sale of licenses that year, which sale
embraced 3117 square miles of tim-
ber land, it selected every lease, save
one, on which there was competition,
and so placed it before the public as
to leave the inference that.it was giv-
‘ing a fair representation of the sales
of 1883. To illustrate the character
of the. Gazette list, we may state that
while the sales of the fiscal year end-
ed 31st Dec. 1883 (the fiscal year was

000 changed in 1883 and iv embraced a

period of 14 months) covered 4071}
square miles, that paper’s list footed
up only 337 miles. The list from
which the Gazette made its selections,
however, wag, as we have already
intimated, that of the general annual
sale, which embraced 763 different
lots or licenses. It placed only 73 of
these in its list. Its reason for omit-
ting the other 690 leases was, evi-
dently, becanse it wished to conceal
the fact that there was reilly no
competition for - ninety out of every
hundred leases which, according to
the Gazette, were disposed of “at
public competition.” If the Gazette
did not thus mautilate the list and
select only the lots on which there
was competition, the public would
not so easily be made to believe that
“the prices obtained at public com-
petition were far in excessof §8 a
square mile.” It is quite true that
there was lively competition over
about 40 leases out of the 763. To
be entirely accurate, there were only
39 which were run up beyond $30 a
square mile, and those who are,
doubtless, better acquainted with the
subject than the Gazefte, understand
that it was not the value of the lands
in question that made such gentle-
men as Messrs. John Stewart and
Alex. Morrison and Scott Fairly and
James Robinson pay the fancy
prices shownin the Gazette’s list.
We think that we were therefore
justified, last week, in saying:—
«“The St. John Gazette publishes
what purports to- be a list of the
leascs of timber limits sold in New
Brunswick in 1883, for the purpose
of showing that the rate per mile
paid for all wa8 far in excess of the
upset price of $8. The Gazette
list is, however, a ridiculously
incomplete one and either shows
how little that paper knows of
the subject, or how unfair it m dis-
posed to be in dealing with it.”

Even the Gazette, prejudiced as it
is against the North Shore, will l
realise that when it published a list |
showing, that the leases therein I
mamed brought an average price of !
$48.08 a square mile and prefaced
it with the matter above gquoted,

those who look to it for authority
on the subject would infer that that
was a fair representation of the rate
at which the timber lands were sold
“at public competition.” Taking
the true list, however, without the
Gazette’s mutilations, it will be seen
that the average price paid for the
whole 3117 miles disposed of at the
general sale of 1883 was a fraction
less than $12.34 - per square mile.
The @azette is, therefore, unneces-
sarily tetchy in its article of 7th inst.
in which it characterises the fore-
going paragraph from the ADVANCE
as “discourteous,” The lunguage
applied by the Gazette, during the
past three months, to the North
Shore lumbermen has been anything
Lut courteous, and when we found
official returns published in mutilated
form in its columns, evidently for
the purpose of deceiving the public,
there was no discourtesy in our in-
timating that it koew little of the
subject, or was disposed to be unfair
in dealing with it. We now feel
justified in saying that it is neither
well-informed on, nor disposed to be
just in dealing with the stumpage

question. .

Mesting of the Legislatur:.

The Local Legislature is to meet at
Fredericton to-day. There will be the
usual guard of honor, furnished by the
Military School, and the accustomed
artillery salute will, no doubt, wake
the echoes for miles around the provin-
cial capital. It is seldom that the ses-
sion opens at 8o late a date, but it was
unavoidable, this year, on account of
the general election, the consequent
government changes, and the course of
the opposition in causing a second con-
tested election in Northumberland.

The indications are that there will
be a small number of the bitter class of
oppositionists, with' a fair following,
the maintenance of which will depend
on the ability with which it is led. So
far, the Opposition has no defined pol-
icy, and the identity of its leader has
not been disclosed. This uncertainty
in the matter of a policy, and failure to
select or announce a leader, may either
be taken as an indication that the ele-
ments to be reconciled require the care-
ful manipulation of a master mind yet
to be discovered, or that such mind is
already directing a policy of astute in-
activity, which will develop into a
formidable confronting force when the
Government essays to lead the House
to business.

The people are interested in having
a creditable opposition. They have
confidence in the Government, bul re-
cognise that the best guarantee of a
good government continuing in the
path of political rectitude, is to have
an opposition, respectable in numbers
and ably and honorably led. 'The gen-
tlemen of the Opposition will,probably,
be sufficient in numbers to satisfy the
public, if not themselves, as a fair esti-
mate makes them compose about one-
third of the whole House. This is
satisfactory, and everybody will hope
that there will be sufficient disinterest-
edness manifested in their earlier
councils to prevent their half dozen
leaders from marring the party har-
mony necessary for the fullest develop-
ment of their usefulness to the people
in the discharge of their important
functions.

The Government, too, will do well to
be patient and considerate in dealing
with the opposition. There ought,
however, to beno undue leniency shown,
should any attempt be made to retard
the public business. The date of the
opening of the Legislature suggests
that the session be thoroughly devoted
to business from the start. There is
no good reason why there should be
the delay which usually takes place in
considering the address, for as a session
progresses there is always, necessarily,
more or less loss of time, while there
does not seem to be any good reason
why the address, which is, after all,
little more than a formality, should not
be disposed of in the most summary
manner. We, therefore, hope, in
reporting the proceedings of the Legis-
Iature next week, to be in a position to
state that the address is passed bya
Government majority almost, if not
quite as large as the whole opposition,
that Departmental reports are submit-
ted, the estimates tabled, bills being
advanced and both Government and
Oppuosition bending their energies loy-

sion—Messrs. Stockton and Alward
even smiling as sweetly and approving-
ly as they were wont to do last session
upon Premier Blair, the redoubtable
Hanington, repeating his honest de-
claration that the Government’s man-
agement leaves him little to find fault
with, the turbulent and statiscical At-
kinson—mellowed by the inexorable
logic of the elections—giving his time
to the cultivation of his social privi-
leges, and the new opposition members,
who, after the election, went about the
country with yellow valises and crook-
ed trails, like erratic political comets,
sobered down by practical legislation
and their dignified environment to re-
flections upon the vanity of great ex-
pectations, and the realization that
even great men cannot monopolise the
earth, while an M. P. P.—even a
brand new one—is only as good _and
respectable as other men—all depend-
ing on how he behaves himself.

LecistaTive CounciL:—Tt is an-
nounced that Hon. Jas. Holly, M.
L. C. has resigned, or 18 to resign his
seat in the Legislacive Council and
that Hon. 1. McLellan is to be ap-
pointed in his place. The Sun and
its followers are, of ‘course, making
an outcry against the arrangement,
but the Globe says:

“No good objection can be offered

Children Cryfor |

to the course pursued by Mr. Blair
with regard to Mr. McLellan’s ap-
pointment to the Legislative Council.

ally to' the necessary work of the ses- |

i boats.

member of the government, so that
St. John shall have representation.”

Lot Them Alone.

We have two letters on the subject
of the quarrel now going on between
the two Miramichi Liberal Counserva-
tive papers, which we hope the writers
will excuse us for not publishing. Our
principal reason for not dealing, to any
great extent, with the quarrel isin
order that the parties immediately con-
cerned may have it out between them
in full view of the public, who will
have the better opportunity of realis-
ing how little there is, after all, that is
of importance to them in the
issues of the wrangle. So far as we are
able to judge the dispute is over purely
personal antipathies, and it may be
taken as an eruption from the political
disease that occasionally = manifests
itself in this,way, and has long kept
Northumberland iu her present posi-
tion in her relationships with the Do-
minion. If the chiefs of the Liberal-
Conservative party at Ottawa take
any interest, whatever, in this county,
it must be one of pure amusement over
the attitude of their real and professed
friends, and the peculiar ideas of the
latter in regard to the utility of organi-
zation as a weapon of warfare against
the former. These party bickerings
may be interesting to a few of the
managers and their adherents on each
side, but they are to be deplored be-
cause no party that has its energies
wasted by internal dissensions can be
effective in promoting the larger in.
terests of public utility which should
be the first, and, indeed, the only care
of party organizations. If measures,
instead of men, were the rallying-
objects of our politicians, we would
have very much less of such recrimina-
tion as that now going on between the
organs referred to.

Tho Skefington-MacDougall Epi-
sode.

The charge against Mr. Geo. S.
Skeflington, I. C. R. detective, for as-
sault and battery on C. B, MacDougall,
editor of the Pioneer, at Campbellton,
and his conviction, is one that the rail-
way authorities should, in justice to
the government, and in justice to Mr.
Skefiington, as well, probe to the core.
1f Mr. Skeffington has been libelled in
the Pioneer and wrongfully punished in
the court at Campbellton, as he claims
to have been, the government should
defend hie, as their official. If, on
‘the other hand, Mr. Skeflington—with-
out any reasonable excuse, or a shred
of authority—entered the Pioneer
office, and made an attack on Mr. Mac-
Dougall, the editor, and used the lan-
guage sworn to in court, and uneontra-
dicted by him, he is all to blame, and
the government will do decidedly
wrony if it pass the matter over lightly.
An officer in the employ of the Domin-
ion Government is supposed to bea
peace officer—not a man who will enter
private offices, and make a bully and
blaczguard of himself, by threatening
to 'ake charge, and assaulting and
tigh ijng with citizens. We Fobseive
that the Moncton Times, the St. John
Sun, and other tory papers have “been
very careful not to publish the convic-
tion of the detective, and it is said that
certnia prominent officials of the I. C.
R. attempted to smother up his pecu-
liar conduct. The truth, the whole
‘truth and nothing but the truthis
what is wanted in reference to the
whole matter.

Jottings From Ottawa.

(By our own Correspondent.)

Orrawa, March 12.—The solid busi-
ness of the session has been reached.
Deputations and delegations of all
kinds are centering on the Capital.
The Premier and his colleagnes are
besi:ged morning, noon and night by
hungry office-seekers and contract
jobters. The minister of Customs has
large parties of business men to re-
ceive—some want more duty put on
certain articles, while some want it
taken off the same things. The farmers
flock in to interview the Minister of
Agriculture, and hundreds lie in wait
for the Minister of Railways, all cry-
ing out for ‘‘subsidies.” Everyone
wonders how Sir John A. can keep
sich ayoung appearance, with his
| thousand and one tormentors around
him, yet he manages to keep a cheer-
ful face, and a smile even for his bit-
terest enemies,

Nova Scotis has almost a monopoly
ofthe railway subsidy business just
now, no less than four opposing par-
ties being in Ottawa at the present
time, all bent on getting the Domin-
ion Government to recognize their
respeotive companies.

The agreement between the Minister
of Finance and the bankers, that
notes of chartered banks shall be ac-
cepted by each other in auy part
of Canada, as currency, will havea
| good effect. As it now stands all New
Brunswick or Nova Scotia bank-bilis
are liable to a discount on presentation
in the Upper Provinces, and particu-
larly is this'so among merchants and
shop keepers, who exact 10 to 20 per
cent discount, while they will take
American bills or even silver in some
places at par.

The report of  the Fisheries Protect-
ion Service: has been laid before the
House by Commander Gordon, R- N.
It shows that the fisheries are protect-
ed by a fleet of four sateamers and two
schoonérs. The Yankee mackerel fleet,
which visited Canadian waters during
1889, numbered 62 vessels, whoss
catch amounted to 6,777 barrels.
The mackerel product compared with
other years, was light. The number
of wen employed in the sea and shore
tisheries of the Maritime Provinces
last year was 6,169 in sea fishing in
boats and 34,167 in shore fishing in
There were 1,163} miles of
nets mn use. Capt. Gordon reports
that great difficulty is experienced in
distinguishing between Canadian and
United States fishing vessels, and he
suggests that the difficulty might be
overcome by either licensing or other-
wise controlling Canadian fishing ves-

Mr. Holly retives to make a place
{ for the ex-Provincial Secretary,
whose services to the leader and to
the government entitle him to con-
sideration, and justify the action to
be taken. No doubt it is intended |
that Mr. McLellan shall become a

sels, in order to compel vessels to carry
distinctive signal flags.

The bill introduced into Parliament
by Mr. Charlton, M. P., *““for securing
' the better observance of the Lord’s
Day is a measure of greatimportance.

tcher’s Castoria.

The t of the Bill is really to se-

.
J

l, cure the observance of the first day of

| efforts to be made in Parliament.

the week as a day of rest, on the
ground of physical and moral necessity
in the interest of labor. The Lord’s
Dy alliance, consisting of members of
all denominations, are seconding the
The
manual
day unlawful, ex-

first section of the Biil makes
labor on the Lord’s
cept in the caze of household daties or |
works of necessity and charity.
prohibits the offering of goods, wares ‘
or merchandise for sale, ur the purchase

of the same on the Sabbath. It pro- i
hibits tippling in any tavern, saloon or

public house, also brawling or appear-

ing in publicin a state of intoxication,

or distutbing the public peace on Sun-

day. Horse-racing, foot-racing,scock-

fighting and all public games that in-
volve manual labor in preparation, or
fishing or hunting are pronibited. The
seventh section of the proposed aci
prohibits the publication or sale of
Sunday newspapers. It requires that
canals shall be closed on the Lord’s
Day, and that post-offices shall not be
opened for the transaction of business,
save for the reception of mails. The
tenth section is an important one, re-
lating to railway traffic, and provides
that on the Sabbath Day, local freights,
except perishable goods shall not be
moved in Canada, that empty cars shall
uot be moved from place to plice, that
cars shall not be loaded, and that pas-
senger trains, with the exception of
one mail train each way, one mikk
train, on each road, and two- through
passenger trains each way o1 trunk
lives whera American connections !
wake such necessary shall not be run
on that day. The tenth section pro-
hibits Sunday- excursions by rail or
boat. The penalties provided by the
bill are fines up to $400, half of which
goes to the prosecutor or informer.
The last section of the Act exempts
Indians. There will be considerable
discussion on this Bill when it comes
up for its next reading. There appears
to be a wide difference of opinion as to
whether it is too ‘‘Paritanical”
arbitrary to pass such a strict law.

The act of incorporation -of the
Moncton and Prince Edward Island
Railway and Ferry Co., as promoted
by Mr. Landry, M. P., enacts that
the company may construct and op-
erate a riilway of conmtinenta! gauge
from the railway of the Buctouche and
Moncton Railway Company, in or near
Buctouche, to a point on deep water
at Richibucto Cape, or to some place
adjacent thereto ; and also from some
point at or near Cape Wolf, in the
county of Prince, on the shore of
Prince Edward lsland, opposite the
county of Kent, to & point of junction
with the Prince Edward Island Rail-
way. The Company may, in connec-
tion with its railway,construct, acquire,
maintain and employ steam fzrry boats
with all accesso:iss to ply across the
Northumberland Straits, for the pur-
pose of carrying cars, freight and
passengers over the same, and may
alzo acquire, hold and mortgage water
luts for the purpose of its husiness,

It is expected that definite infor-
mation as regards the fisheries question
and the Behriug sea affair will be laid
before Parliament next week. Hon.
C. H. Tupper is still in Washington,
where negotiations are still progreasing.

The two-rowed barley,ordered by the
Government, and known as ‘‘Carter’s
Prize Prolific,” will be ready for
delivery shortly. Itis offered to the
farmers at therate ot four dollars per
two bushels. It was thought at first
that the seed would he distributed
freo, probably owing to the fact that
the Government delivered it free, but
there were difficulties in the way of
such a distribution, such as parties
applying for seed who had no intention
of giving it a fuir trial, as well as there
being many Who would not be satisfied.

It is now generally conceded that
there will be another session of Parlia-
ment befors the Dominion election,
and this wlll give many M. P's Limzé(
make some amends to their constitu-
encies. A great many will have to ex-
plain their vote on the dual language
bill. the Orange Incorporation Act,
the Jesuit's Estates Act, as well as
many minor points which will not be
forgotten in the next eighteen months
or so.

or

From the number of enquiries that

the Hon. Peter Mitchell is making
daily in the House regsrding the ne-
gotiations at Washington, some are in-
clined to think he is quite anxious
over the result. Anen% the debats, as
pnblished in last week’s ADVANCE, in
referring to the deepening of the Mir-
amichi, the hon. gentleman’s remarks
thereon needed to be heard to be fully
appreciated. Cold type fail o do jus-
tize to the scene.
Sessional festivities are still the rage,
and the number of dinners, at-homes,
receptions, and the like are too numer-
ous to keep track of. The visitors to
the Capital and society in general are
determined to make the best of the
generons hospitality shown.

o}

Political Notes.

The legislature will meet on Thurs?
day. Of the members elect the follow-
ing have not hitherto occupied seats in
the assembly: Mr. Anderson, of
York; Messrs. McKeown, Smith,
Rourke and Shaw of St. John; Mr.
Melanson, Stevens and Powell, of
Westermoland; Messrs. O’Brien lndl
Robinson, of Northumberland and
Mr. Porier, of Gloucester; in all eleven

X.

Ieli

q\uallhcahons for this important post, welll He, too had raised stock in New ! polloomen
no question will be raised.

]

captured Deputy United

He is a Zealand—So he told Pelly. His father, lsum Marshal Stackpole and Deputy

lawyer of high standing and ability, | he explained to his companion, Wasa | | Sheriff Parker, of North Berwick, #nd

who has had the advantage of three ‘ colonel in the English service.

years experience in the legislature, '

during which he gained a xepuf.ationl
for fairmindedness and industry. He

wiil fili the position with dignity sad

impartiality. His very many friends

in and about Frederiction will hear with

pleasure that he is the choice of the

government for the important office in t
question.—F’ton Herald.

THE Advocate tells us that when the
right time comes Northumberland wiil
dispose of Mr. Tweedie. This is a
good safe way to put it. The date
is sufficiently indefinite. Once an old
man died, and one not mang—years
vounger said: ““When I wai a boy
that man turned me out of hiskshop.
1 turned around and said ‘I wished he
was dead,’ and I've kept oa wishing\it
ever since and fetched him at last.”—
F’ton Herald.

-

Ilas it never eutered the mind of the
opposition sheet that it is just possible
there may be enough justice in the re-
quest of the lumbermen for a reduction
of stumpage to entitle them to be
treated with common decency ! Ought
it not to be possible to discuss a pro-
pusition made by businsss men without
cailing them robbers and applying
to them every other epithet that a
preverted imagination can conceive !
—F’ton Herald.

A Romance of Crime

AN ALL EGED NOBLEMAN AND A MURDER-
MYSTERY.

YOUNG ENGLISHMEN SAID TO BE ENTICED
TO CANADA TO BE MURDERED FOR
THEIR MONEY.

SENSATIONAL ARRESTS!

Niacara Farws, N. Y., M 4.—
Quiet Oantario county, just over\the
border, has. been estartled from itsfac-
customed serenity by a murdér foul
and mysterious., If the anuthorities
succeedt in following to the eund the
clew which they are now chasing they
will unearth a crime which for cold-
blooded purpose and villainous design,
has only a parallel in the Preller- Max-
well tragedy in St. Louis.

The local interest in the tragedy,
which was first aronsed by the discov-
ery of a dead body in the lonely woods
in Princetcn on February 21, and the
identification, after the exhuming of
the remains on Saturday, rose toa
fever height when Reginald Birchell
was arrested here yesterday.

This morning Dominion Detective
Murray placed Mrs. Birchell under ar-
rest, and topight tha couple are pris-
‘®ners in the Clinton jail, held for the
cruel murder of Frederick Benwell.
Douglas Pelly, the other wmember of
the party which set sail from Liver-
pool just a month ago to-morrow, is
under the serveillance of the Canadian
police.

The story of Birchell's cmieer in the
Dominion, and the dark tragedy which
is now couplel with his name, is one
that Emile Garborian would love to
handle. Itisthis: In the fall of 1888
a youny Eoglishmnn, with his wife
came to Woodstock. He came with
the avowed purpose of learning farm-
ing but he Ciit not take the plow, and
in May last decamped with his spouse,
leaving several credirors behind. He
claimed sometimes to be Lord Somer-
set, at other times to be sou of Lord
Somerset of England. His champagne
bills were enormous; he spent mor iy
freely. His wife looked like a la/' of
culture, and lived as would a7 4y of
the world.

He dirappeared as mysteriously as
he came, in May of 1889, and has not
been heard from until now. The im-
pression that he made on the suscep-
tible commuaity of Woodstock was
that his name was Birchell, aad that
Somerset was his father’s title, His
letters were usually addressed R. Bir-
chell, care Somerset & Co. In 1889
Birshell wrs adjudged bankrupt in
England.

' He is an exquisite, and if the instep
and hands are the true insigoia of blne
blood Birchell’s blood must be the blu-
est. His finger nails’ are carefully
kept, brilliant as sea shells. It is
little farming that they have seen, for
the flesh upon them, apparently, is as
soft as a glrl’s. His hair is as dark as
a raven’s wing, his forehead is broad
and low, and his lip is covered with a
light moustache. The unose is as deli-
cate as a cameo, and from far above it
gleam a pair of blue eyes,

When your courrespondent saw Bir-
chell this afternoon he was dressed in a
fashionable suit of English tweed, from
one pocket of which the corner of a
embroidered handkerchief suggested
that Mr. Birchell liked not only royal
purple but fine linen as well.

As for Reginald Birchell'® wife, she
is a fair-haired, blue-eyed little crea-
ture, with an air of relinerent from the
top of sher pretty head to the tip of her
dainty shoes, and the soft voice and
charming manuer of speech character-
istic of the English well-bred women.
Now, what connection have these two
mysterious persouages with the dark
tregedy of the Princetown Pines? Lis-
ten to the story that Douglass Pelly
told today for-the firat time: He and
Bonwell came together for the first

time, and each had a slignt acquaint-
ance with the Birchells.
Pelly’s story Birchell tried to induce
him to go with him to America-

According to

Pelly

When
the party arrived in New York on Feb.
14 they put up at the Metropolitan
Hotel. On Saturday Pelly called on
some friends of his—the Forrests— who
lived on Fifth avenue, and Benwell
presented a letter of introduction to
somebody in the Equitable building,
whose name Pally has forgotten.

The four left Jersey City by the 8.56
train that night for Butfalo. Here they
put up at the Scatford house. Benwell
and Pelly had rooms near each other
on the second floor, the Birchells had a
room on the floor above. Birchell all
the time was talking about his farm—
the destination of the party. But
Birchell explained it would be better,
perhaps; if he went ahead in order to
put his place to rights, and it was ar-
ranged that Pelly and Mrs. Birchell
would remain behind.

Birchell invited Benwell to go with
him. Benwell accepted, and early on
t\he morning of March 17 they went
mny together, and since Benwell left
the Stafford House in the gray dawn of
thét Monday morning no one can be
found who ever saw him again. The
tramn left Buffalo at 6.28 a. m.

In the evening, shortly before 9
o’clock Birchell returned alone. When
he wus asked where Benwell was he an-
swered that he had taken him up to
Woodstock, and that he had not ,liked
the place and could never live there,
and he had sent Benwell further up
into the country.

Birche'l, in building his casiles in
the air for the delight of Pelly, also peo-
pled it with a list of retainers, among
whom was Manager MacDonald. Mac-
Donald exists, but he is local agent of
the.London Colonization Association,
and was never in Birchell’s employ.
MacDonald yesterday to his face called
Birchell a fraund and a deadbeat. Bir-
chell only smiled in his Chesterfieldian
way.

When Birchell returned he told his
wife and Pelly that the farm would not
be in a habitable condition for two or
three weeks to come, and svggested
that if he set up a defence—and that is
very necessary—it will be that he could
not possibly haye gone up to Princeton,
where the dead body of Benwell was
ciscovered, and returned again by 9
o’clock. But the rucning of the trains
was such that he would have had eitlier
five or seven hours in this lonely spot.

Princeton is less than a hundred
miles from Buffslo, and they would
have atrived there about 9 o'clock
while a half hour's walk would have
brought them to the spot where the
body was fouud. Paris another sta-
tion, could be reached by an hour’s
wilk and it is here where Birchell pro-
bably took the tiain back for Buffalo
about 4 p. m. These twelve hours
while Birchell was away are the only
oues since the party left Liverpool that
have not been minunetly accounved for
up to the finding of tho body.

Andnow as to the motive for the
crime: Was it a deftly played game on
Birckell’s par to get possession of Ben-
well’s gold,
«Clifton jail the victim of as remark-
able a chain of circumstantial evidenve
as was ever forged about a human
being?

The three arrived at Suspension
Bridge on Tueaday night and went to
Clifton. For a week or so the Bir-
chells and Pelly remained about Clif-
ton and the Falls. Birchell kept put-
ting off the visic to his farm and the
funds of both were apparently very
low.

Last Thursday, as they were walking
along the river, Birchell asked Pelly
if he would not like to go down the
bank. Rickety steps led down the em-
bankment. Asthey were going down
Birchell called Pelly’s attention to some
overhanging icicle:. Pelly said he be-
came suspicious and went back.

A few nights later, while crossing
Sugpension Bridge in a heavy blow,
Birchell told Pelly to get on the other
side of him, but Pelly refused. From
this out he distrusted his friend and
went armed. [Pelly became anxious
abont Benwell, and Bircholl told him
Benwell had gone to New York.
When the story~»of the murder was
printed Pelly was sent to New York.
He could notfind his friend, and re-
turning to Clifton, founl Birchell un-
der arrest.

Birchhell and his wife have been pro-
nounced by the coroner’s jury, guilty of
the murder of Benwell—Mrs, Birchell as
accessory after the fact.

Benwell’s father is a retired colonel of
the British Army. Pelly’s father is a
church of Eogland oclergyman. Mrs.
Birchell’s father is a traffic superinten-
dent of one of the biz London railways.
Birchell is said to have graduated at Ox-

or is the prisoner in the

hustled them to the police utation,
followed by a howling mob. A general
riot is feared.”

Defonce of the Doctrines of tha
Presbyterian Ohurch.

A REPLY TO ARCHBISHOP O'BRIEN’S LENTEN
PASTORAL,

Our publication last week of the Lenten
pastoral of His Grace the Archbishop of
Halifax, has called forth several contri-7
butions on the subject of creeds, We
make room, this week, for one of th«?\,
sent us by a clerical friend. It is an ad-
dress delivered 10 St. Matthew’s Presby.
terian Church, Halifax, on Sunday even.
iog 23rd ult., by Rev. Dr. Pollok, as
follows :—
A document signed C. O'Brien, Arch-
bishop of Halifax, has been published in
all the daily papers and thus becomes
public property. This is the text upon
which I propose to make a few observ,
tions. Ae this pastoral is directed qdite
a8 much to those who are called Ca. vinists
as to the faithful, it can- be no aggre-amn
for one of those addressed to make a few
remarks upon it.
The discussions which have arisen .in
connection with the revision of our con-
fesrion seem to have furnished in this case
the principle theme. The pastoral- as-
serts that ‘a confession which needs re-
vision cannot be God’s message’; which is
quite trae and is no reproach to protes.
tants, who are most careful to distinghish
betwden the divine and the human—the
words of God and man—between heaven
andearth. What confession is God’s
message? And what creed ie God’s mes-
sage? If the decree of Nicaea, the most
important and most respectable of the
ancient councils, was God’s message, it
was more by accident than by the ortho-
doxy of the members; for subsequent
events proved that the majority were
either Arians or semi-Ariane. Was the
decree of the third council, called
ecumenical (though delegates trom the
east and weat were not present till after
the decree had been passed) eatitled to be
called God’s ménuge ? When the pro-
ceedings were Talled on by intimidations
and threats of persoral violence? Even
at Chalceddn where the orthodox creed of
our churches received important confirma-
tion and the Two Natures were fully re-
cognized, there were scenes of violence
little bebind that at what Leo I called
“the Robber Synod of Ephesus,” Were
the acts of the ecumenical council of 680
God’s message ; in which
POPE HONORIUS WAS OSTENTATIOUSLY CON-
DEMNED AS AN ACCURSED
heretic ?—a tit preparative for his con-
demnation by his own successor Leo II as
one ‘qui profana proditione immaculatum
fidem subvertere conatus est.’ The doc-
trine of the Westminster confession is :
That all creeds and confessions, ancient
and modern, are the work of synods and
councils, which must err in some degree ;
because they consist of men who are falli-
ble as individuals and because the mere
fact of convention does not release them
from this ioherent imperfection. The
only doctrine which has perfection and is
free from all error and consequently has
supreme authority, is that of Christ and
his apostles, Christ, who spake under
the Old Testament by prophets and under
the New through his own veiled glory--
By his own word and by his Spirit given
‘to the men, whom God the Father gave
him, If churches; or councils, or ecclesi-
astics add to this heavenly and well tuned
voice one, which is merely and often
grossly human, they do so under a heavy
responsibility. There can be no more
vital question for sinful mortals than Has
God spoken to the human race? If so—
how and where? And where is his mes-
sage? Whenever and wherever that
voice is heard, the greatest kings and
philosophers must bow down before it.
But to try and fasten upon it under any
pretence the vagaries of human reason and
superstition and call: them divine and ab-
solute and unchangeable truth, that ad-
mits of no revision, is one of the greatest
crimes,

The Pastoral speaks of ‘pur divine faith,
whose creed develops, which can never be
revised or changed.’ This probably
means, that wheu a dogma has oance been
adopted,

IT CAN NEVER BE DISCARDED,
But how can it ‘develop without chang-
ing? How can the théory of unchange-
ableness be reconciled with this theory of
development ? This means simply, that
the R. C. church is changeable in taking
on dogmas, but unchangeable in taking
them off. And wherein does this develop-
ment differ from the ‘progressive ortho-
doxy," whose promoters the pastoral
much commiserates ? What is dootrinal
development but progressive orthodoxy ?
There can be, no end to development
when doctrine is helped on by the assump-.
tion of new authorities from age to age.
The R. C. creed has developed so much
that we can no longer recognize the teach-
ing of Christ and the Apostles. It has
added dogmas and oeremoum without:
end, sacr te, ls, indul-
gences, penances, festivals, saints’ days,
calendars, relico, pilgrimages, shrines,
purgatory, prayers to the dead and for the
dud—n formidable body of doctrine ; an
canon law and a ritusl which has

ford. He and his wife are .now sus-
pected of being the couple who were the
fellow passengers with and trayelling
companions of a man named Leafy who
came to Halifax ina steamer a year or
more ago, bound for Toronto, and whose
remaius were found mnear Campbellton.
They are also suspected of baving been
concerned in the disappearance of other
persons under circumstances somewhat
similar to those surrounding the Ben-
well case. There is no adequate punish-
ment for such a fiend as Birchell appears
to be.

Hxoiting ohozlen Scenes.

A Biddeford, Me., denpttch of Mondny
says:i—

—not very many changes certainly in
a house of forty-one members. Of
those who were in the last house,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Ritchie, Mr. Young
and Mr. Black did not offer for re-
election. Hon. Mr. McLellan, aud
Messrs. Quinton Glasier, Emmerson,
Morrissy and Hutchison were unsuc-
cessful candidates. Mr. Perley was
not in the former house and Dr. Lewis
resigned during the term and was re-
placed by Mr. Emmerson. None cof
the members of the former house wore
elevated to the legislative council,
before the election, a thing almost
without precedent, and only one mem-
ber, Mr. Ritchie retired with an office.
—F’ton Herald.

1t is understood that A. S. White,
of King's county, #ill be the govern-
ment candidate for Speakership of the
Assembly. Concerning Mr. White’s

had bean connected with some atock-
raising| scheme in New Zealand.

\Vhen Birchell learned that his ardor
became alinosc importuning; he wooed
Pelly as a lover would a girl, and pic-
tured in terms of gold the Eldorado that
awaited him. He glowed in his de-
scriptions of the perfected stock farm
he owned in Woodstock, Ont., told of
the pleasant pasture lands, the stock
that was waxing fat upon snem, and
then capped his tale by saying that all
his stables were lighted by electcicity.
No castle in Spain was ever wmore
flimzy than were Birchell's holdings
for he never uwned a foot of land in
Oatario. Yet Pelly was inoculated
by the charm of the thing. He gave
Birchell $800 and Birchell in return
was to pay his passage accross and then
hand over to him a gemeral percentage
of the stock farm’s yield.

‘Did similar wiles magnetize Ben-

~ Children Cryfor

Em— et e~
Pitcher's Castoria.

“Thete is great excitement here over
the municipal election. One hundred
special polica officers and twenty-five
deputy sheriffs are on duty. The votes of
men whose naturalizition papers were
issued by the munioipal coart in alleged
violation of the United States laws, are
being challenged iu every ward. In the
first half hour after tha“polle were opgn-
ed, four arrests were made. Sgecial

barrowed its splendor from every possible
source. The development is much lo,
and larger than the original and the ‘
tion is : Whether is it better to ‘revise’
and get nearer to the divine original or to
‘develop’ and get as far away from it as
not to be able to see it at all—to get near-
er to God by finding out exactly what he
has spoken or togo farther away from
God by adopting a mass of ordinances
which bury out of sight his own institu-
tions. i

The pastoral speuks of those who sre
teachivrg the doctrine of future trial f
such as heve not had a sufficient oppor-
tunity in this life as a ‘progressive ortho-
doxy’ that is not to be confounded with
the

CATHOLIC DOCTRINE OF PURGATORY.’
[Catholicity cannot be afirmed if the dog-
ma of purgatory, if the well-known rule
is maintained il semper ubique et ab-
omnibus.] It also sgys that ‘the only
probation ground for man is this world.”
The two doctrines are indeed in one re-
spect different for the advocates of a ‘pro-
greesive orthodoxy’ advancs their ill-
supported theory in behalf of the heathen'
or the neglected ; while the dootrine of

officers are working in sympathy with the
men whose right to vote is quvgutloned
The Sheriffs are arresting the men as
fast ar they are challenged. In oue ward,
two sherifs arreated a challenged voter,
but clubs were drawn and the special
officers and the crowd liberated the
prisoners. In another ward Deputy
Uaited States Marshal Obed F. Stack-
pole drew a revolver when the crowd
interfered with his arrest of a prisoner.
Stackpole succeeded in holding his man
and also caused the arrest of a special
officer who interfered. At 10 o'clock
warrants were issued for the arrest of the
Sheriffs, and ten minutes later the local

purgatory is in behalf of Roman Catholics
themselves —for bishops, archbishops and
popes and the whole body of the faithful 5
and if the R. C. divines were/as consider-
ate as the probationists they wuuld admit
Protestant heretics to purgatory and thus
give them a ‘sufficient oppnmnf(ty. but
they consign them to hell with .all their
belongings without either pity—or purga-

tion. But as neither party in thll com-
parison has any authority in_dj reve-
lation for its views, and revelation alone
can give us any information with ,respect
to a future world, it need only be observ-
ed, that the theory of the probationista is

much more reasonable uu....‘. Oathi




