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Department of Crown Lands,
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= QUEBEC, 28th JULY, 1880.
JAMES G. SCOTT, Esaq, R,
Secreldyy, Quebec and Lake St. John Railway,
”~ QUEBEC,

i = v

Sir,—In answer to your letter of the 20th instant, requesting that certain information

be furnished to the Quebec and Lake St. John Railway Company, relative to that section

of country traversed by their proposed railroad, I have the honor to inform you that

the territory to be thus opened comprises an area of about 6,300,000 acres, which
may be divided into two regions, having, with regard to soil, distinct physical features.

o St. John and Chicoutimi basin, formed of an
posit, to be within a short period henefitted
mity be set down at 8,500,000 acres.

1st.—The supetficies of that part of Lak
exhgsive and alnost continuous alluvial de
by {he cohstruction of the contemplated milway,

2111, —Tkat of the Batiscan region, cut uf by large streams and lakes intermingling in
their courses, and running in opposite direttions: some in-Lake Saint John, others in
the Saint Maurice, and in the River Saint Lawrenée, with restricted areas of alluvial
flats, covers an extent of mbout 9,800,000 acres. Both sections of country being shewn
and distinguished by letters A and B on the map of the Province of Qugbec ﬁerewith

accompanying,

Out of the first of these sections, 2,200,000 acres can be counted on as well fitted for -
colonization and farming. Of the second, 'about 800,000 acres will be found arable, and
that principally along the line of the projected railway.

Up to date, 475,310 acres have been sold by.the Crown for purposes of settlement :
387,681 acres in the Lake Saint John and Chicoutimi territory, and 87,679 acres in the
County of Portneuf, af the Southern extremity of the Batiscan region ; forming, with the
174,000 acres of Siegniorial grants, included in the same County, a total of 649,310 acres
alienated. :

hich can be obtained, ubou—t 180,000 of the
or less improved, and settled upon; the
hich 8,000,000 acres are under license or.

Up.to the present, from the best data w
6,300,000 above stated have heen cleared, more
remainder consists of forests or wild lands, of w!

. permit to cut timber.

The predominatir’ng forest trees covering the greatest part of this extent of territory,
are the spruce, tamarac, white pine, eypress, (a kind of pitch pine of a dwwyfy species),
white birch, black birch and cedar, As a rule the spruce is found the most abundant, and
other trees in accordance to the order in which they are now given. .

d
Wheresoever settlements cnl}nolt. on account of the' soi!, extend o:'er a whole country,

as in the Batiscan region, theso d lands, if jud y ged, will be found an
everlasting source of revenue; as is well established in Canads, that tracts of land covered

* with spruce, fit for saw logs, can be cut over every thirty or forty years.

1 regret exceedingly that the reco ds of this office do not contain information; such as
t idea\of the amount of timber, which in the {erritory

« to enable you to form a correc
above described, has been, and can be rived from a given area.

1 have the honor to be, 3
8ir,
~ Your obedient Servant,
(Signed,) E. E TACHE,

Assistant Commissioner
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