INVESTIGATION
OF STREET WORK

CIVIC INQUIRY IS '
NEARING CONCLUSION

Evidence Taken Last Evening
Under 0ath—Officials to Be
Examined .on Saturday.

(From Friflay's Daily.)

The investigation. into the method in
which street work. in the city is done
is nearing completion. This was com-
menced by last year’s council end
handed on to the present board. As a
result of the sitting a week ago it was
decided to ' put ‘the witnesses under
oath last night. i ¢

By “attempting to keep the evidence
withm the scope of the investigation
considerable progri:ss was made. The
council stayed with. the work until 11.30,
when the examin:gtion of the witnesses
having' compalint 8 to make was com-
pleted. On Saturday afternoon the city
officials apncernefl in the complaints
made will -have :in opportunity to be
heard and then tlie report will be pre-

red.
paome little troufple arose last night
at fhe start = to 'the part-the city so-
licitdy was to ‘gake. Witnesses objected

"to befwg examimed by him. Finally the
trouble . was oyercame by the mayor
‘and council taking up the cross-exam-
ination,

Ald. Turmer satid that he had a few
remarks to' makey before starting. Up
to date this‘had %een -somewhat of a
farce. He . proposed that ‘witnesses
should be gonfined ! to. facts. There
should be rio harangues. The council
did not wish, to sit here and’ take ad-
vice. He prciposed thgit this ‘investigzv:-
tion be gone pn with to a finish. - Iffit
was not completed thait night the com-
mittee should sit the next afternoon
and continuously day 'after day until
it is completed. He wanted to see no
farce made of if.

Ald. Raymond saidrhe wouldrlike to
see this put as a motion.

(Hig Worship safid he did not. think
that it was mecessary to put’it in the
form of a motion as all were’ agreed
on this line. He had some afiditional
names suggested to him as witnesses
by Ald. Humber. This could be deait
with later.

The council
mittee of the
question.

City - Solicitor IMann explained at
length that it wou{d be wise to have
statements .of witrlesses Wwho might
wish to appear put in concise fform by
Lim. 3

Geoage Jeeves Called,

v . George Jeewes, being called, was
asked by Solicitor Mann if%he desired
to be sworn. : .

Mr. Jeeves sa¥d he had wome for-
ward in the fiyst case to. give his
views. He was prepared to/swear to
what he had seemj, but not opinions.

The chch oath having been admin-
istered, r. Mann proceeded  to ques-
tion the witness. :

Mr. Jeeves said _he was there to
answer questions only to the mayor
and council. To them .only he would
answer questions.

Finally Mr. Jeeves said he would
make a statement. ‘This was allowed.
. Mr. Jeeves said that on a formoar
evening foremen had been askeq if
they were satisfled with the measure-
ment in the wagons. They had said
wves. That was unfair- because if they
had said no these nmen woud have
been asked “why: did you ‘'give. the
ticket for it then?’ The proper thing
to .do was to send every wagon to the
city market and have Mr. Dalby mark
it. He had himself seen wagons dump
far 'less than two yards of material.

Mr. ‘Jeeves proceeding, Ald. Frumber
said ‘that he objected to this. If Mr.
Jeeves was not prepared to swear to
what he had said previously he shoul3
quit.  The council could not g0 on
wasting time.

Work on Third Street.

Mr. Mann then asked if he was pre-
pared to say that the building of the
road on Third street from Queen’s
avenue to Bay street was done in an
expensive way because of rock blast-
ing. 52 i

Mr, Jeeves said he was prepared to
say that.

Then followed a dispute as to what
Mr. Jeeves should add to this state-
ment.

Ald Turner said they were not thers
to be lectured. They were there to get
facts.

Mr. Jeeves then outlined methods of
work in front of his place. On ono
side when a pipe was laid water was
turned in and the filling done well ths
gravel was put over it and the work
properly done throughout. On the
other side instead of the filling being
done in this way, filling was drawn
away.

In reply to. Mr. Mann, the witness
said he had seen black = soil hauled
away by Richards’ teams.

He had seen “loafing” by w 5
on Third street. The men ywergﬂ‘(‘z(ﬁxj
Ing time.” (Laughter.) He did not
know -that Mr, Cotton. was the fore.-
man,

After Third street was put in shape
it was dug up in order to lay pipes to
‘connéet with the boulevard.

Mr. Jeeves did not “know of any
workmen having received-a bribe, With
respeet to the statement that work-
men might be ®fraid to give evidence

, weoneamme

then went into ' com-
whole to consider the
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hiere, Mr. Jeeves said that Mr. Pike
had told him that he had mentioned
the fact to the city engineer of some
one being willing to give evidence. The
engineer had said: “Don’t you think
the man wouid be foolish to do it. He
might want work again sometime.”

Ald. McKeown asked with respect to
the statement that Mr. Warwick be-
longed to a ‘‘crooked service.”

Mr, Jeeves said that he had based
his opinion upon the service being
crooked from his reading of the his-
tory of his country. He had nothing to
say about Mr., Warwick. He knew
nothing about him, and had nothing
to say against him. He was only
speaking of the service in general.

Ald. Humber wanted to know why
he had said Mr. Warwick was incap-
able,

Mr. Jeeves said he had based this on
the fact that he had seen workmen
drive sets of stakes that had to come
up again., Mr, Warwick should have
known they were incorrect.

A, Stedman’s Evidence,

A. Stedman, being sworn, some dis-
pute arose as to the method of pro-
ceedure again, and witness objected to
the line taken by Mr, Mann. .

Replying to the mayor, witness said
that he believed the cost of work had
been one-third more than it should
have been,

Replying to Ald. Humber, witness
said that he as foreman telephoned to
Mr. Warwick. . There had. been delays
in getting materials, Mr, Warwick said
he got off well. Witness had gone for
two or three days without seeing the
superinterident. Witness further swore
that Mr. Warwick did not visit his
work twice a day. He knew several
cases of the mixer going to the job and
the material not being there. Asked to
name instances, he mentioned Hillside
avenue, Upper Pandora street and Sim-
coe street,

Ald. McKeown asked for the basis for
his opinion that the work cost a third
more than it should,

Witness said that that was a ques-
tion of opinion., This was partly due to
walls being made heavier than neces-
sary.

Ald, Humber wanted to know if the
Sand & Gravel Company had made the
excuse that they had not teams,

‘Witness said the company had, and
he had offered to supply them with
teams. Cement sidewalk should be laid
for 15¢ or 16c a superficial foot.

In reply to Ald. Stewart, witness said
he put in eight hours a day.

Ald. Stewart wanted to know if wit-
ness did not put in a lot of time in
connection with a private company
with which he was connected.

Witness said during the whole time
he wa® on the city work he did not ab-
sent himself from the work four hours
altogether,

In reply to the mayor, witness said he
had full charge of the men under him.
He hired all the men except one.

The mayor wanted to know if he had
ever complained before being discharg-
ed of the waste of work.

Witness said he had complained to
Mr. Warwick, He objected to the word
“discharged” being uséd. The gang
was “laid off.”

In reply to Ald. Fullerton, witness
said that when he was short of cement
he sometimes sent teams and borrowed
from other foremen, He had got it from
Etcher, Jones and others. He had wait-
ed for a week after ordering cement
from Mr. Warwick, Within three hours
after Mr. Warwick ordered the cement
from Rithets the material was de-
livered.

In reply to the mayor, witness said
that he had put the men to work mov-
ing rock which had to be done, but
which he would not have done just at
that time,

{ W, G. Kegler.

W. G. Kegler, manager of the Sand
& Gravel Company, was called as a
witness, In reply to the mayor he said
there had been 110 incohvenience to any
extent through sWortage of teams., He
dealt with Mr. Skillings only in secur-
ing teams, ‘b S

In reply to Ald. Fullerton, witness
said that after October there was no
delay in filling orders: He did not
know about it before that time. His
company saw that Mr, Skillings filled
the order. Very seldom were com=-
plaints received from the foremen after
Mr, Warwick gave the order,

Witness had understood that Mr.
Stedmen had teams to supply and on
some occasions had done so.

A. Pike Testifles.

A. Pike, of Nanaimo, who had been
in charge of cement sidewalk work in
Victoria up to June, was.called as a
witness. In reply to the mayor he
testified that he had trouble in getting
material at times. It had been worse,
he thought, last year than in former
yvears. He had, as foreman, been un-
der no disadvantage other than he
would have been in contract work. He
got as good work as if he had been
working. for a private person.

In reply to Ald. Mable, witness said
that he did not think that the street
work had cost one-third more than it
should.

Replying to Ald. Henderson, witness
said that in connection  with the work
.on Rockland avenue there was chang-
ing of grades, This was no fault of the
engineer. If it were done by contract,
the work would have been done ac-
cording to the grade given.
bad been a change made the cost
would have ‘fallen upon. the city, When
the city did the work there were no
extras which affected a saving. The
contractor would have made money,

Ald, Humber wanted to know. if wit-
ness thought Mr. Warwick a practical
man. 5

Witness said that he did not
lieve that at the first Mr.
was the man for the place.
not know how it was now.

Ald, Humber asked why he left the
city service.

Witness said that he quit because he
was ashamed of the cost of the work
for the city. It had cost too much.

Further explanation of this was
made by witness. He told of the way
work was done on Park road. He had
been getting one side ‘of the street
ready for cementing. He could have
done the cementing on the other side
So as to save money. The superin-
tendent said that the mixer was to do
that work. It was a waste of time to
keep so many men as he had on the
work intended., He had told Ald. Hen-
derson that time was being wasted,
but the aldermnan had not done any-

- BT

be-
Warwick
He did

thing,
Witness was then examined at some

If there|
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length with respect to changes in
grades. He said that it was often ne-
cessary to change the grade in this
city. The changes were made to suit
the properties.

Witness said there was often a lack
of material. He instanced what to him
was a lack of judgment on the part of
the superintendent. Instead of keeping
men a few hours overtime on Friday
night to establish the plant ready for
work commencing Saturday morning,
it was left until Saturday morning.
There was thus a loss of work., M.
Warwick generally visited him on his
work every day.

In reply to Ald. Ross, witness said
that he left the city’s employ because
he was not allowed to carry out the
work ,according to his way of think-
irg. He had refused to have the gravel
distributed for the mixer. Mr. Topp
and Mr. Warwick had visited the place
and witness said that he would nst
sanction having cement wheeled 250
feet up hill from a mixer. Mr. Topp
had said that discretion should b2
used in using the mixer.

Mayor Hall asked if witness was not
opposed to the mixer.

Mr. Pike said he was. It was not
gcnerally used on sidewalk work. It
was all right where a large amount
was capable of being used, as in pav-

{ ing.

Mayor Hall asked if it was not the
duty of the foreman to see that ma-
terial was on hand.

Witness "said it was. He placed the
order with the superintendent. He
said he never left the order until ths
material was needed, but ordered it
in time.

Witness said that when the duties of
the superintendent were read to him
(witness), he had said that he would
not take the post. They were too
great. He thought that if the - city
engineer was left to do the work of
kis office and the aldermen did not take
the office of engineer it would be bet-
ter.

Ald. Henderson wanted to know if
any alderman had tried to act as en-
gineer,

Witness said he believed he
Henderson) had done so.

Further questioning resulted in wit-
ness saying that the grade of the street
in front of Ald. Henderson’'s place had
been changed. Witness said that the
grade should have been left higher than
it was. If it had been done so Ald.
Henderson would have had to go down
to reach his house. If a man bought
a property in a hole cheap there was no
reasoen why the grades in front of other
rlaces should be altered to assist it,

Ald. Henderson said he could show
that he never had anything to do with
ordering the grade altered.

Witness said he could not be made
1o believe this,

H, Cole had an objection to raise
against the way in which the retaining
wall was going away,

John Etcher.

John Etcher, formerly foreman on ce-
ment sidewalk, was the next witness.
In reply to Ald. Humber witnesg said
he saw Mr. Warwick sometimes once a
day, sometimes twice a day and some-
times not for a day or two. He said
that he had told Mr. Warwick that
there would be 25 yards of gravel to
move from Cormorant street to Store
street. After this Mr. Warwick had
ordered other gravel for Cormorant
street. In another case he had refused
filling and persisted he would inform
the mayor if the material was brought.
He had left the city service because he
could not get material regularly. He
was most generally short of gravel. He
had no complaint to find with the men.
With seventeen men he had put down
only 300 feet of walk in two days. That
should have been done in a day easily.

James Cotton,

James Cotton, foreman
gang, was sworn. He had been on the
cement mixer. He said he had lost
time owing to lack of material. It was
especially noticeable that cement was
not delivered promptly when the teams
were engaged on the hauling of the
water pipes. The work could not be
done cheaper than it was done under
him,

In reply to Ald. Fullerton, he said he
only lost half an hour on Third street.
He had waited three hours for cement
on. Simcoe street. The men were not
paid during that time. Mr. Cotton be-
lieved the mixer was an advantage
over hand work. The men did not
wheel the cement farther than 300 feet
or 320 feet. He was using twenty-three
men, while if there was no mixer it
would take thirty men:

In reply to Ald. Henderson, witness
said questioner had not interfered with
him. No other alderman had interfered
with him,

Or; the conclusion of this evidence,
Ald. Raymond moved that the investi-
gation close, He believed that the com-
raittee could report. -

Ald. Turner seconded the motion,

David McNair,

Ald. Humber asked that David Mec-
Nair, of the Truck & Dray Company,
be heard. It was decided to hear him
before the motion to close the Investi-
gation was put.
~Mr, McNair being - calléed explained
the point with respect to the complaint
of Foreman Cotton about ‘delay in get-
ting cement on Simcoe street. . He said
that his teams had hauled cement there
in the morning. Grave] was placed on
the middle of the street and his wagons
were stuck. The foreman refused to
help him out.

‘Ald. Stewart thought that before the
investigation closed the officials should
be heard. ’

A. Kirkpatrick,

A. Kirkpatrick had complaints to
make about Cross street. Since Sep-
tember or October work had been com-
menced on the street. The grade was
then changed. Then there was a lack
of material. He had complained to the
mayor and to Ald. Henderson. A steam
drill was brought by two teams and
two sheds were put up. He had go.
two contractors to measure the roék.
These men put the rock at about 52
feet. Mr, Pusey put it at 200 feet. The
boulevarding department then came in

(Ald.

of a street

and water pipe was laid only about |

nine or ten inches deep,

The committee rose and it was de-
cided to sit again on Saturday after-
noon at 2 o’clock,

GOVERNOR'S VETO FLOUTED.
‘Nashville, Tenn., Feb. 4.—The -bill
prohibiting the manufacture of intoxi-
cating liquors’ in Tennessee was passed

by the Hougg ;g.dg‘v,_‘gy“- the sovere
- e ¢ 2
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‘GRAIN CONFERENCE IN

'SESSION AT CALGARY

Possibilities of Pacific Coast
Route—Premier Ruther-
ford’s Speech.

Calgary, Alta.,, Feb, 4—The grain
conference opened yesterday with Pre-
mier Rutherford presiding. One hun-
dred and fifty delegates from the prin-
cipal towns and boards of trade in Al-
berta, D, R. Ker, of Victoria, and dele-
gates ‘from Vancouver and New West-
minster, accompanied by Wm. Skene,
representing the British Columbia, gov-
ernment, were present.

In welcoming the delegates to Cal-
gary, Mayor Jamieson said:

“I consider that the object of the con-
vention is of the greatest importance
to Calgary, to the district and to the
province of Alberta. I believe that the
solution of the shipment of Alberta
grain lies in securing a more satisfac-
tory route of outlet than has yet been
offered, and I believe that the route lies
via Vancouver and the Pacific ocean.
Of course, export in that direction will
be further facilitated by the opening of
the Panama canal in 1914.”

Vice-President Toole, of the Calgary
boeard of trade, referred to the object
of the convention as solving the prob-
lem of placing Alberta grain on the
world’s markets at a minimum cost of
transportation, so that farmers will get
the largest returns possible, The gov-
ernment of Alberta had called the con-
vention largely owing to the action of
the C. P. R. in encouraging the export
of grain via the Patific coast.

He read a letter from Premier Mc-
Bride couched in terms indicating that
the British Columbia government is
fully alive to the importance of the
question, ?

“There are great possibilities for
Alberta in the shipment of grain west-
ward,” continued Mr. Rutherford, ‘“be-
cause the ports of Vancouver and New
Westminster are open the year round.
I do not think that the C. P. R. would
encourage the movement of grain in
that direction unless its officials believ-
ed the rate would be a success. I tell
you the government of Alberta ig sym-
pathetic with the objects of this con-
vention, and I believe the government
of British Columbia and the people of
that province are sympathetic. It is
our desire to secure the sympathies of
the government at Ottawa, for the
western  expbrt. route is the one which
1 believe to be in the best interests of
Alberta and British Columbia.

There are barely one million acres of
land in Alberta under cultivation, and
it is said that there are one hundred
million acres here fit for grain growing.
The agricultural lands extend beyond
the northern border of this province.
The winter wheat areas are extending
further'nogﬂ} every ‘year, though at
further north every year, though at
pregent thg-largest-area- ‘cultivated in
that variéty’’of grain lies to the south
of Calgdry.'t%

E. HiaH
the Albertait
and-busifiess’

%5,

; of Vancouver, assured
irmers that the elevator
nen of Vancouver would
r power to furnish them
with every facility to promptly handle
and forwardgall crops.

J. A.'Cunnihgham, of New Westmin-
ster, proposed the same for his ~city
and also hearty co-operation .in ter-
minal, elevators and other needed fa-
cilities,

William Skene, of Vancouver, men-
tioned that he had recently learned
that the amount of grain shipped
from Portlaniid and Puget Sound to Liv-
erpool equalled the grain exports from
New York and Philadelphia, and all ex-
ported from the. coast originated with-
in a radius of<600 miles of the ports of
exit. Mr. Skene urged that this being
the case there should be nothing allow-
ed to stand .in the way of exporting
the'grain of Alberta via British Colum-
bia.

A. Price, gencral superintendent of
the C. P. R., furnished the convention
with statistics showing that while in
1908 the increase in grain production
in Alberta had been immense, the
railway had increased its movement of
the crop 183 per cent. In April last
year the C. P. R. had a large surplus
of cars at nearly all stations in the
west. The company did everything
possible to encourage the movement of
certain commodities ,during . the lean
months, but on the western division
there were forty-six engines and
thousands of cars idle. Mr, Price
urged these figures to show that it
would be manifestly unfair to expect
railways to build enough cars to move
the entire grain crop of the west dur-
ing a few months, and then have the
equipment idle for the remainder of
the year. After September first last
yvear the grain ripened and simultan-
eously coal started to move, all the
traffic falling on the railway in a heap.
Eecause of a shortage of coal for win-
ter, some' preference had to be given
the movement of fuel, otherwise the
greatest suffering would have result-
ed on the prairies. These were some

Now Ready
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of the causes leading up to the car
shortage.

“There will always be a car short-
age,” concluded Mr. Price, ‘“‘so long as
Alberta continues to grow grain in an-
nually increasing volume as at pres-
ent.””

Mr, Price mentioned that last fall
the C. P. R. established a record for
car mileage for America, East of Swift
Current the company .averaged with
grain trains fifty-one miles per day,
including all delays.

D. R. Ker, of the Brackman-Ker
Milling Company, Victoria, urged that
one great advantage of export via the
coast was that the haul to Vancouver
from Alberta was less than half the
Cistance to Fort Willlam, and there-
fore cars of grain could be moved to
export port twice as fast west as east.
Speaking as an elevator man, Mr. Ker
said: “Instead of Leing put to the
enormous expense of sacking grain for
export we hope to be able to ship to
the Pacific coast in bulk, and se save
hundreds of thousands of dollars to
the farmer.”

Mr, Price interpolated the informa-
tion that the C. P. R. could haul cars
of grain to the coast twice during the
time it would take to haul them tn
Fort William once.
< el
COLLECTOR ,OF NEW YORK PORT.
Position for William Loeb. Junior, Un-

der Taft Administration.

Washington, D. C., Feb. 4.—Friends of
Wm. Loeb, jr., secretary to the. Presi-
dent, made the definite statement to-day
that he is to become collector of the port
of New York at the beginning of the next
administratjon. The position, it is said,
was offered to Mr. Loeb some months
ago by Mr. Taft, and accepted by him.
Mr. Loeb, it is also.stated, is to become
the confidential political adviser of the
next President on New York matters.

STOCKBROKERS FAIL,

New York, Feb. 4.—Stewart & Lock-
wood, stockbrokers, of this city to-
day assigned for the benefit of credi-
tors. The firm dealt in unlisted se-
curities and were members of the To-
ronto, Ont., stock exchange,

LAMBARDI COMPANY
DELIGHTED PORTLAND

Italians in Grand Opera Ac-
quitted Themselves With
Distinction. -

Next week at the Victoria theatre one
of the greatest attractions of the sea-
gon will be presented. - It is the coming
of the Lambardi Grand: Opera Com-
pany, which will appéar here Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. and
Wednesday matinee. The Portland Tel-
egram in referring to the presentation
of “Lucia” in that city by the company
says in part as follows: °

Portland heard Donizetti's master-
piece “Lucia di Lammermoor,” - inter-
preted as it has never ‘heard it sung
before, Little attempt was made to
embellish “Lucia’” with splendor. of
stage settings or. gorgeousness of cos-
tume, Hence, stripped of such discon-
certing elements of operatic production,
the tragic themes of Donizetti’s grand-
est arias were allowed to sink into the
hearts of the audience with all the
power the splendid artists of the cast
had at -their command; heavier pro-
ductions and scenic effects, such as a
Henry Savage might have insisted oa,
might have dimmed the inirinsic ef-
fect of somé of the stronger numbers.

Perhaps some of the secret of the
strong appeal which this sombre opera
had upon its auditors was due to the
fact that Italians as a race have not
vet degenerated to the point where
they set commercialism above art, They
sing because they were born to sing,
because the goddess of music is their
patron saint, and so sang Zavaski, so
sang Battani and so sang they all, at
the, Heilig,

Schooled under the same.great mas-
ter that has given the operatic stage
the Lucia of Tetrazzini, chief interest
in the principals was of course aroused
in Tamanti Zavaski, who sang the lead-
ing role. yDisappointing at first, this
frail bit of womanhood did not look
equal to the exacting demands of the
task before her. Realizing perhaps that
she had aroused the doubts of a criti-
cal audience, she quickly found her-
self, until in the passionate fdrewell
due with Edgardo (Battini), she
brought out with the very acme of
dramatic feeling and technica] perfec-
tion the commingling love and sorrow
which is the theme of this number.
From that time on she commanded rapt
attentionr and unstinted applause,

SUSPECTED MAN HAD
FORGED PASSPORT

American Arrested at Moscow
Charged With Associating
With Revolutionists.

Moscow, Feb, 4.—The police of - this
city have arrested a man who passes
avith an American passport bearing the
name of Richard T. Stevens, of Wash-
ington, D .C,, on the charge that he was
aseociated with revolutionists, Stevens
had been under surveillance for several
days prior to his arrest. A forged Rus-
sian passpert bearing the name Vladi-
1eir Keshinefisky was found in his pos-
session, when he was taken into cus-
tody. The police notified the American
consul here of the arrest. Stevens tvid
the consul that-he was born in Galicia
and that he had lived eight years in
America. He explained that his pass-
port was obtained threugh his father,
Theodore Stevens, of ' Washington.
Stevens speaks Russian fluently,

RAID AT COCKFIGHT. §°
One Hundred Men Arrested and Dead ani
Dying Birds Captured.

Buffalo, N. Y., Feb. 4.—Sheriff George
Carly to-day raided a cockfight on the
outskirts of the city. Over 100 men were
arrested jand 75 dead and live birds were
captured. The - prisoners include men
from Ohio, Pennsylvania, Canada and
down state points, &7

| around one block.”

VICTORIA WEST PETITION,

Residents of District Want Mary
Street Opened Up. .

(From Friday's Daily.)

Residents of Victoria West are press-
ing strongly for the opening up of
Mary street. A petition largely signed
has been presented to the city council
This petition is as follows:

‘““We, the undersigned property own-
-ers and residents of Victoria West, pe-
tition your honorable body to blast out
the rock on Mary street, between Ed-
ward and Henry streets, so that at
least a sixteen-foot roadway may be
openéd up between .these points.

“Our reason for asking this to be
done at the present time is found in the
fact that the drillers are now at work
on Wilson street, at-the corner of Mary
street, and all tools and materials are
already on the ground for the work. -

“All the people living west of Cather-
ine street are put to considerable in-
convenience to reach the postoffice,
drug store and railway station at Vic-
toria West by reason of the closed state
of Mary street, and it is simply impos-
sible for rigs to reach the houseg of
this -section without going completely

DEVELOPMENT WORK IN
METCHOSIN DISTRICT

Enthusiastic Meeting Held at
Colwood Wednesday
"+  Night.!

Wednesday. night at the Metchosin hall
tiae Colwood and Metchosin Development
Association, which has been in existence
for upwards of two years, held a meet-
ing preparatory to the meeting to be held
here to-day in . the interests of the
Vancouver Jsland Development Associa,-
tion. There was a large attendance of
ladies and gentlemen. A, W. McCurdy
had intended to be present from this city,
but unfortunately was unable to attend
the meeting.

Mr. Heatherbell, the president of the
association, took the choir, and, after
stating the object of the meeting, called
upon H. Dallas Helmcken, XK. C., to give
his views on the question. -The speaker
pointed out the fact that the Colwood
and Metchosin Development Association
had already done effective work in ad-
vertising their district; that no doubt
their capable representative, Mr. Helge-
son, would show to the Victoria assocta-
tion the good work already done by this
association, and that the same means
would be employed to bring forward to
the notice of the public the importance of
the area covered by .the local associa-
tion; that he had met Hon. Captain Tat-
low, who had authorized him to state
that, although the government had not
yet reached a conclusion as to the way in
which the asseociation could be assisted,
he was favorably inclined to the view that
good material would be utilized by the
government and handed over to the clerk
of the bureau eof information, and thus.a
splendid wvolume could be compiled and
sent out by the bureau of information.
This statement was well-received by the
audience. :

After the meetinig was over singing and
dancing was indulged in. - Amongst the
singers ‘were: Mrs. Roy Troup, Mre. Wm.,
Fisher, Mrs. Bannister, Mrs. Sweatman,
as also Messrs. F. T. Mason, Phillips,
Davies, Coates and Henry Helgeson,

The instrumental portion of the pro-
gramme was supplied by, Mrs. Heather-
bell and miss Weir, Mrs. Stevenson and
Mr. Thwaites, and Miss Skelton; who also
accompanied the various singers most ac-
ceptably. At the conclusion & hearty vote
of thanks was tendered to the Victoria
vigitors for their able assistance in the
programme.

It is also the intention of the ladies of
Colwood to have a dance on the 15th
inst. at the Institute.

PRINCE PAYS PENALTY
+ OF FAST DRIVING

Servia’s Heir Injured—Auto
Crashes Into Electric: .
Pole.

B et

Belgrade, Feb. 4—George, the Crown
Prince of Servia, has suffered another
auto accident, as a result of his indul-
géence in fast driving. To-day he is
nursing a cut face and a sore head fol-
lowing a collision “between his car and

an electric light pole. The impact was
so severe that the car was wrecked and
ihe prince hurled into the glass front.
While his escape was narrow he was
able to return to the palace on horse-
back,

TOLSTOI'S. WORKS.
«Moscow, Feb. 5.—A& 1local publishing
‘house is planning to bring out the long
awaited complete edition of the works of
Count Leo Tolstoi, an undertaking that
up to the present time has been impos-
sible in Russia because of the censorship
and difficulties in. the matter of paying
royalties. . Under the present arrange-
ment royalties to the amount of $250,000
b will be paid in annual installments of
$25,000. It is declared that with the ap-
proval of Premier Stolypin the censorea
works of the Count will' be included in
this edition, which will number about %5
volumes. ,
o %

NAVAL COURTMARTIAL, .

Decision in Case of Captain of U. S, 3.
Georgia Is Not Yet Made Public,
Gibraltar, Feb., 4—~The courtmartial

that is trying Capt. Edward Qual-

through, of the battleship Georgia, oa
charges preferred by lear-Admirai

Wainwright, that he was under the in-

fluehce of intoxicants at a reception

given at Tangier by Samuel R, Gan.-
mere, the American minister, reached

a decision this afternoon. The outcome

however, wiiji not be made public until

the findingsdave been approved by Ad-
miral Sperry.. vhich probably will he
some time before the ficet saiis frow

Gibraltar, in other words, in two or

three days.

BIG Y. M. C. A, CONFERENCE.

Colorado Springs, Colo., Feb. 4.—Repre-
sentatives of Christian workers from all
parts of theé country will ke heard ‘in
this city at the 22nd annual conference of
the Colorado Y. M. C. A.. which will cover

VALUE OF CABINET
REPRESENTATION

VANCOUVER PROVINCE ON |
COMOX-ATLIN SITUATION

Conservatives lli-Advised in 0f-
fering Opposition to Hon,
W. Templeman. ™

The following despatch from Victoria
sppears. in the Vancouver Province
(Conservative):

“Despite the action of the British
Columbia Conservative Association in
Vancouver yesterday in endorsing the
candidature of Mike Manson in Comox-
Atlin as opposed to the Libera]l candi-
date, Hon, William Templeman, Con-
servatives in the riding are widely die
vided as to the wisdom of a contest,
and. it is felt by many of.them that
Manson has a poor chance of being
elected. Many leading. Conservatiyes
here and elsewherée would have been
better satisfied if Mr. Templeman had
been allowd to take his seat by accla-
mation, .

“T_hey‘ point out that Templeman's
defeat at the recent election'in: Vic-
toria was due solely.to the fact that
he represented the federal govermment
point of view ‘'on certain guestions and,
as the representative of the govern-
ment, could take no other attitude than
he did. In other words the personality
of Mr, Templeman was not in-any way
involved in the contest, and neither his
defeat nor the defeat of other Liberals
throughout British- Columbia - resulted
in anything more than the creation of. a
feeling of. moral. satisfaction in the
hearts: of. British Columbians, seeing
that the government they opposed has
Leen sustained. The defeat of the gov-
ernment candidates has served no pur-
pose whatever beyond. this, and the
possible defeat of Mr, Templeman again
can Serve no purpose, the net result of
it being to deprive British Columbia of
her only cabinet minister.

“Prominent ' Conservatives here .ars
asking themselves if it is worth Brit-
ish. Columbia’s while for theesake of
again asserting a principle that has
already been triumphantly maintained
at the polls to deprive British.Colum-
bia of the.services of the one ‘man-in
British Columbia’ who can’ haye the
ear of the government for the next
four or flve years and can exercise
his influence in the interests of this
province, in many respects at any rate.

““As the government’s policy in the
matters which were the live issues in
the last eampaign is already fixed and
determined, the defeat or election of
Mr. Templeman can.not .affect it in
the slightest degree, but there are
many material matters of importance
‘ta:British Columbia * in  which This
voice would be ‘all-important. As one
of the most prominent -Conservatives
in  British Columbia remarked last
night when the result of the Vancou-
ver meeting was telegraphed over:

“‘Well, in my opinoon British Cal-
umbia has done enough for principle.
It is time for her now " to show
a little common sense. “There iz no
use in our cutting off our noses to
spite our faces~ If Templeman wasn't
a cabinet minister it wouldn't matter,
but we would be crazy to lose this
chance. "We must put country befora
party this time.’

“All of which means that the Con-
servatives of Comox-Atlin and of the
coundiry are not, as ‘*has been repre-
sented, a unit in offering opposition to
Mr. Templeman. The Liberals of the
riding are lined up in a solid phalanx
for the - government .candidate, and
what with this and the defection ~in
the Conservative ranks it is felt'that
Templeman’s chances for election are
bright., He is good-natured and kind
personally, is the soul. of honor and
truth, makes few enemies and above
and beyond all is a member of the cab-
inet which is safely enthroned for the
next few year: Mr. Sloan, too, has.a
large following of personal friends in
the riding who wil] leave no stone un-
turned. to help him through with his
arrangements.” &

HON, J. W. HOWARD RECOVERING

Brother of Ear! of Suffolk Frost Bittem
While Hunting in B, C,

New York, Feb. 4—It was stated to-
day at-the Waldorf Astoria, where the
Hon, James Westcourt Howard, only
brother of the Earl of Suffolk, was
last night reported dangerously ill from
exposure, due to 2 hunting trip in B. C.,
that the patient’ was.gréatly improved.
His frost bitten feet ‘were causing him
considerable pain, it was 'said, but it
was believed an operation would be un-
necessary, and that Howard would bs
able to continue his journey to‘England
in a few days,

~
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