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ORIENTAL DAY IN
HOUSE OF COMMONS

Full Text of Speech Delivered by Ralph Smith in
Introducing Motion to Restrict Japanese
Immigration.

Ottawa, Dec. 17.—Yesterday might be
described as “Orienta] Day” in the
House of Commons. The greater part
of the afternoon and all the evening
were devoted to a discussion of the
question of Orienta]l immigration, the
contributors being the narliamentary
representatives from British Columbia.
In view of the genera] excellence of the
speeches, and the emphatic, unambigu-
vus manner in which the facts were
present, it is safe to say that those
who heard them, and those in the East
who pursue the spéeches, will have a
clearer idea of this very important
matter than they formerly entertained.

The motion of Ralph Smith, M. P.,
Nanaimo, upon which the discussion
occurred, was as follows:

“That in the opinion of this House
steps should be taken to restrict the
influx of Orienta] immigrants into Can-
gda, and inasmuch as the policy of the
government concerning Chinese immi-
gration has proved entirely satisfac-
tory, a definite policy should be imme-
diately put into operation looking to
the accomplishment of equally satisfac-
tory results with regard to all other
Orienta] immigrants.”

The mover, Mr, Smith, spoke at length
and as this question is one of all-ab-
sorbing interest to the people of Brit-

. ish Columbia, it would be well, perhaps,
to give his remarks in full.

He said: In moving the resolution
which stands in my name, calling upon
the government to restrict the incoming
of Oriental labor into British Columbia
with regard to the Japanese to the same
extent as they have done with regard
to the Chinese, I am fully -aware how
the discussions on thjs question have
been associated in the minds of certain
members of the House who have not
had the western experience of this ques-
tion, with the principle of provincialism
and race prejudice.

In 1902, when I addressed this House
on this question previous to the im-
position of the head tax on Chinese,
one good old Presbyterian, a consci-
entious old gentleman, in this House,
rose and said that in his opinion the
policy I had advocated was contrary
altogether to the fatherhood of God
and the brotherhood of man. Sir, it
was easy to associate a discussion of
this question with provincialism. I
have heard it stated repeatedly that
the Oriental question was a provincial
question. It is true that the agitation
on this subject is confined to Britisn
Columbia, because the effects are more
directly felt in British Columbia. I do
not think it is possible for the members
of this House to have a correct concep-
tion of the importance of this question
until they have had a personal exper-
ience of it in the west. I have known
leading members of this House, on both
sides of it, who, some years ago, ex-
pressed strong views against the anti-
@rienta] agitation, but after they paid
a visit to British Columbia and came
in contact with the actual circum-
stances and conditions, when they met
the facts face to face, they came back
to this House willing to favor restric-
tions being placéd upon that class of
immigrants. This is not a provincial
question. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say,
as a representative from British Colum-
bia, that we, the representatives of that
province, are supposed to be informed
of the actual circumstances surround-
ing this question. I desire to say to
this House that I do not support the
principle of restriction on this kind of
immigration because I think it would
be beneficial only to British Columbtia:
I want to take the broader stand that
what is bad for British Columbia is so
because its ultimate results would be
bad for Canada as a whole. I want to
take the position in this House that
what is good for British Columbia can
only be so considered when it can be
conclusively proved that the operation
of the same principle will be good for
Canada. I am prepared frankly to
make the statement:and allow myealf
to be placed on record, that though it
may appear at first sight as pecullarly
affecting the interests of British Cul-
umbia, it wili ultimately affect the
whole of Canada.

This is a national parliament, and %
am not advocating a provincial ques-
tion. If it is a good thing %o allow un-
restricted Oriental immigration into
British Columbia then it must be also
in the interests of Canada. Why, sir,
the protection of British people in Brit-
ish Columbia, the development of her
industries on proper lines, are evident-
ly and undoubtedly in the interest of
the whole people of Canada. 2

Then this discussion has been asso-
ciated by its opponents with race pre-
Judice. Mr. Speaker, there always was
a race prejudice. So far as I am con-
cerned, I have been trying all my life to
practice a belief in the equality of races
and of men, and 1 am not easily influ-
enced to do anything or to say any-
thing contrary {» the principle of the
equality of races. But no man with ob-
servation and experience will say that
there is not a race prejudice, that there
is not an Influence in that direction af-
fecting men’s minds. That influence
has to be recognized, it is a universal
principle that cannot be ohliterated by
any revolutionary process in a few min-
utes, or in a short period. Why, 8ir,
race prejudice is a part and parcel of
the inequalities existing as a conde-
quence of the depravity of the human
race, and is seen not only in the con-
flict of man aegainst man but of race
against race. The antagonisms exist-
ing in systems of government and In
economic conditions are based on the
same principle as race prejudice. I
have faith enough, however, to believe
that the words of the Scotch poet will
come true:

When man to man the world o'er
Shall brothers be, and all that,

But we know by experience, we know

in our business operations, we know b}Nr

the ordinary competition of man
against man, of member against mem-
ber in this House, that jealousies asso-
ciated with race exist wherever we go.
Then the advocates of this principle
have also been associated with spolia-
tion and injustice. I have heard it stat-
ed by members of this House that the
agitation against Oriental immigration
into British Columbia might be consid-
ered a system of spoilation and injus-
tice. My view is that an unrestricted
system of Oriental immigration into
British Columbia is a system of spoil-
ation and injustice to the British peo-
ple in British Columbia. I do not think
that laws protecting the interests of
employees in mines. factories and rail-
ways in British Columbia can be con-
sidered a system of spoilation and is-
Jjustice.

‘While the prosperity of the country
may not consist in thé enlargement and
development of railway systems, fa®-
tories, and the operation of mines, it is
quite possible to be grinding out, by a
system of alien'and low priced labor,
any amount of high dividends and en-
ormous profits, but i# spite of such
prosperity and development it is possi-
ble that we are not grinding out these
profits in the best interests of the
country. I do not regard this condition
as a system of spoilation and injustice,
but I do regard a system which has for
its object the promotion of the person-
al and private interests of the few as
against the welfare of the people of the
country as a whole as a system of spoil-
ation and injustice. We are very apt
to be tainted and affected by the ex-
citement which is associated with this
question in British Columbia. All lev-
el-headed and sensible men in British
Columbia have had to bring psessure
to bear to restrain the explosive ten-
dencies of the province, as this ques-
tion affects them so closely. Every sen-
sible man who wanted to view this
question without prejudice, to consider
it from every standpoint, to be fair and
to take intu consideration every inter-
est, has had to use his influence to re-
press excitement and mob influence. It
has been difficult for the representa-
tives of the people in parliament to im-
press upon.the public mind of British
Columbia the serousness of this ques-
tion as it affects industrial interests.

The tendency under guch circumstances .

is to consider only local interest. The
disposition, in consequence of that na-
tural excitement is not to look at and
see the national or -international as-
pects of this question. I regard it as a
most important question, and while
some men have been ready to try to
use this question in the interest of
party politics, in so far as I am con-
cerned, I desire to say that I have too
strong an opinion ! regard to the seri-
ousness of the subject, as it is associat-
ed with the social a ustria] life of
Brit Colu d of Canada, and
as it is associated with international
considerations in every part of the
world, to sympathize with any attempt
on the part of any one to make it serve
political ends. It is an important ques-
tion. It is important because of its in-
ternational features.

We stand in this House for peace and
harmony. We stand in this House as
representatives prepared to give every
consideration to international affilia-
tions and interests. We recognize our
responsibility as representatives in this
House for maintaining the closest feel-
ings and connections with other por-
tions of the Empire. When any ques-
tion affecting a local interest is likely
to involve anything that would injuri-
ously affect the association of Canada
with the British Empire, it is an im-
portant consideration. Although tHere
may be on the surface an evil that may
directly affect a local interest with
which I am associated I am prepared
in the consideration of that question,
to look at it as it affects the interna-
tional interests with which we are as-
sociated, as well as the local. This is
an empire problem and it must be look-
ed at in the light of our Empire. What
is bad for Canada cannot be very good
for the Empire. If the settlement of
this question is good for British Colum-
bia it is good for Canada, and what is
good for Canada is good for the Em-
pire. We cannot disassociate these sev-
eral interest, and I firmly believe that
the restriction of all Orientals in Brit-
ish Columbia is the best thing for the
good of the Empire,

The strength of the Empire depends
absolutely upon the quality and condi-
tion of the units that constitute that
Empire, and any weakness or any sup-
posed injustice felt by any people in
any section or portion of the Empire Is
something that creates a weakness In
the link connecting together the vari-
ous prits of that Empire. It is a seri-
ous question because there is an at-
tempt on the part of the Imperial au-
thorities to suddenly work out the as-
similations of alien races. The dispo-
sition of the British government is to
make settlements in the interest of
peace, of trade and of more close and
friendly relations with alien powers. It
is in tke line of the advancement of
civilization. It is the duty and the
business of this government—and we
believe it is a part of the great prero-
gative of the British Empire—to seek to
influence and to bring about conditions
of peace and friendly relations with
every alien eountry in the world in the
interest of her own commerce and peo-
ple. But, it does strike me that with
the disposition of the British govern-
ment in creating treaties with Oriental
countries like Japan there has been a
tendency to seek to bring about an
agsociation of alien races on a plan that
is more sudden than it is possible to
work it out. There is existing in the
minds of people generally the idea that
the Asiatic race cannot be brought to
suddenly assimilate with the Occident-
a] race. I know that it is generally
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supposed that the prejudice is all on
the side of the Occidental. It is com-
mon to hear the statement in Canada
that Canadians are prejudiced against
the Orientals. I could occupy the time
of this House by giving instances from
literary men who have lived in those
countries, who have written works con-
nected with the history of those coun-
tries, who have had an experience of
those countries to show the bitterness
of the jealousy existing in the mind of
the Oriental] against the Occidental. It
is not the Occidental against the Ori-
ental only, but vice versa. To say the
least, it is as much on one side as it 1s
on the other. Centuries have developed
insurmountable divergencies between
the Orienta] and Occidental races and
it may take centuries to obliterate the
divergencies which have _been created.
I am hopeful that it can be done. Still,
there are some people who do not be-
-ieve that it can. I am absolutely cer-
tain that it is not within immediate
reach, and I am also certain that a pro-
cess 0? slow and intellectual mora] de-
velopment and a change of system must
take place to bring about the eradica-

tween these two races. It is a serlous
has prophesied that it may mean a
tremendous Oriental inundation. Let
me draw a picture for this House; let
me look at two aspects of the question.
Some philosopher in British Columbia,
not confined to the man on the street,
hos prophesied that it may ‘mean a
military invasion by the Japanese on
the Pacific coast. That has never
bothered me for one minute. It is stat-
ed in British Columbia that Japanese
spies” have been making observations
and finding out, with minuteness and
completeness, the whole situation. This
has been interpreted as evidence of a
spirit and a disposition on the part of
the Japanese authorities to look to a
military invasion of Canada. Well,
Sir, so far as I am concerned, that is
too remote, too fae off, to enter into
the domain of practical politics. I have
neither the time nor the mind to deal
with a theory of that kind, and person-
ally T do not believe there is any such
contemplation in the minds of even the
Japanese themselves.

But, I want to remind this House that

vasion contemplated, a labor invasion
is easily within practical accomplish-
ment. Let me mention two things—Iin
the Orient are eight hundred millions of
starving, competing people, without the
spirit ' (except within these few later
years) without the spirit of enterprise.
Taking the Orient generally it is not
capable itself; it is not sufficiently en-
terprising to provide labor and to af-
ford a livelihood' for its own people.
That is a picture of the Orientals at
home. On the other hand Asia is easily
accessible to the Paciflec coast of Can-
ada; it is within a few days’ reach of
what? It is within a few days’ reach
of a land flowing; with milk and honey
to the minds of the Orientals, a rich
country sparsely settled, a country of
tremendously large area beginning to
be populated, a country where men are
capable of being free and proving thelr
interests; and these depressed, and im-
poverished and starving millions have
herad of this prosperous land. Can we
wonder they come to this country, and
can ‘we not see that if unrestrained;
if the barriers are thrown down, or if
the present restrictions are not raised,
that within sight there is an easy pos-
sibility of an overwhelming labor In-
vasion from the Orient into the Pacific
province of Canada?

Now, Sir, I contend, as I contended
in reference to the Chinese question,
that an argument on a question of na-
tional importance is not good if when
driven to its logical conclusion it is de-
fective in any degree. If it is good that
we should have 25,000 Orientals in Brit-
ish Columbia for the purpose of de-
veloping industrial enterprise, why
should it not be good if that principle
were absolutely unrestrained and un-
limited, and that these eight hundred
millions of starving laborers be given
an opportunity to come to all of Canada
to develop her resources? If it is a
good thing that the industries of Brit-

should have the benefit
of the importation of Asiatics into that
province, why is it not good for the
Northwest, why is it not good for On-
tario? Why should the mill &)erator
in Ontario, or Quebec, or Nova Scotia
or any othcr province, be deprived of
the benefit of this Oriental labor if it
is good for the mill gperator in British
Columbia? If it is good for British
Chlumbia to have this partial invasion
of Asiatics, then drive the argument to
its logical conclusion and say it would
be good for all Canada. If that argu-
ment holds, then, where ycu have a
labor market of 800,000,000, why should
woe not bring in Orientals to develop
and make Canada a prosperous and
enormously rich country; why should
we not go to the logical extreme and

Canada; they will open up the country,
thev will d:velop enterprise, they will
enrich the country;-let us bring them
in?

Therefore I say, Mr. Speaker, in my
opinion, under existing conditions it is
absolutely necessary at this present
minute that we should consider effective
and permanent m-=thods of restricting
the invasion of Oriental immigrants,
and especially of Japanese immigrants,
into British Columbia. Now, I antici-
pate difHcullies with regard to this

policy we may pursue.
gration is absolutely restricted it is
quite possible that European and
American capital will organize and en-
ter the countries of the Orient to de-
velop them, and to promote commerce
within them. Japan ig in a position of
great advantage in that she is able to
supply every want of her own markets.
The probability therefore is that Eur-.
opean and American capital will seek
a figld in that country, and will develop
its eat resources so that in the next
decade we may expect a mighty com-
petition in the commercial markets of
the world, and a reversal of the exist-
ing commercial relations between the
west and the east. British capital in-
vested in that country with its tre-
mendous resources and with-an inex-
haustible supply of the cheapest kind
of labor, is going to present to Canada
in future years a tremendous com-
mercial competition, and that in my
mini1 will be the aspect in which the
question will have to be considered in
years to come.

If this immi-

Old ideas of Asia have to be modified
to-day; we cannot regard her in the
same light as we have been accustomed
to in the past. Asia has awakened, and
she is in competition with the United

tion of the prejudice that exists be<

whilst there may not be a military in- |

say: let the Orientals spread over all |

phase of the question no matter what |

States and with Canada in every re-
spect. We are forced to realize that
fact. Now, whenever the commercial
interests of Canada are in jeopardy, we
have no hesitation at all in deciding to
protect these interests. We are always
in this House ready to raise a barrier
of restriction with the view of placing
the commercial interests of Canada in
a position of equality with those of any
other country. One side of this House
may not be quite as ready to give that
protection to exactly the same extent
as the other side, but the principle of
comicercial protection to Canada as
against the cheap productions of other
courtries arpears to be the well set-
tled poiicy’ of ihis parliament. And
why sheuld not that principle apply to
the importation of cheap labor just as
it dees to the importation of cheap
gcods? 5

There are two things which it is very
difficult for us to understand, and es-
pecially is it difficult for people who
live in the east to understand them.
One is, that the Asiatic can always
under-live and under-sell the white
man., We have to make that confes-
siom when we come to consider this
question. The old argument we used
against the Chinaman does not apply
here. We used, fifteen years ago, to
say in British Columbia that one white
man was worth two Chinamen. Well
I never said so; I always said that if
one white man was equal to two China-
men there would not be any competi-
tion in labor, and therefore there would
not be any Chinese question. However
that may be, it is generally recognized
that to-day we have to change the
formula, and we have to be prepared to
admit that industrially and economic-
ally the Japanese comes in and makes
it impossible—either in the commercial
or industrial world of Canada—makes
it impossible for a citizen of this coun-
try to compete with him. Some people
may consider that a very serious ad-
mission, but whatever they may think,
it is an admission that must be made.
Our old conception of the inferiority of
the As:alic race in industry and com-
merce has to be revised. To-day we do
not want the Japanese in, not because
he is inferior but for very different rea-
sons; because industrially and com-
mercially he is our superior. Let me
remind the House of this—when the
agitation on the Chinese question was
strong in British Columbia you could
not get the commercial interests of
British Columbia to support that agl-
tation. Why? Because the Chinaman
was simply a 3aborer; he did not enter
into competition with the commercial
interésts; the commercial interests of
the country on the whole got a benefit
out of him, and in some sense and to
some degree the commercial interests
employed him. That aspect of the
question has completely changed. To-
day the commercial men of British Col-
umbia fear the Japanese as the indus-
trial classes ten years ago feared the
Chinaman. The Chinese coolie entered
into the industrial competition with the
man who had to work with the pick
and the shovel, the hewer of wood and
ithe drawer of water; but the Japanese
—and this accounts for the extraordin-
ary excitement and position of an-
tagonism against the Oriental in Brit-
ish Columbia at the present time—the
Japanese enters:into competition with
the commerciali.classes of British Col-
umbia, which -fact has extended the
problem from the industrial into the
commercial world. Every business man
in British Columbia to-day is just as
ready to sign the petition and is just
as enthusiastic on the subject as the
industrial classes themselves.

Now, let us see what has been the
experience of other countries in which
restrictive legislation has been tried.
The United States was okliged half a
century ago to adopt restrictive legis-
lation against the importation of Chi-
nese; yet, strange to say, there are
more Chinese in the United States to-
day than in any other single country In
the world outside of China itself. The
United States has also been placing re-
strictions upon Japanese immigration,
very important and very strong restric-
tions, and when the people of the
United States thought that under the
operation of this restrictive legislation
the whole question of Oriental immi-
gration was settled, there arose, about
a. year ago, in connection with the
regulation of the public schools in San
Francisco,” an agiéation which started
a movement from one ‘end of the
United States to the other, which has
had the effect of bringing to the minds
of United States statesmen the abso-
lute necessity of further regulations on
this question.

In Natal, where there has been re-
strictive legislation against Asiatic im-
migration for many years, the Legls-
lative Assembly at its last session
adopted anti-Oriental legislation of the
most drastic kind. There has been
similar legislation in the Australian
colonies and in New Zealand. Just a
year ago a Chinese ambassador visited
the Australian commonwealth, met the
members of the Australian government
and discussed with them the question
of removing the restrictions on Chi-
nese immigration, and what happened?
When the parliament of the Australian
commonwealth met six monthsg after-
wards, instead of diminishing the pres-
sure of the Asiatic exclusion law, they
decided by a unanimous vote to carry
out to the last possible degree the regu-
lations against Oriental immigration.

Take the case of the Transvaal, which
shows how far-reaching is the opposi-
tion to Oriental immigration. There
are no Chinese in England or indeed In
the British Isles, but suddenly, by a
combination of circumstances which
placed a large number of Chinese la-
borers in the Transvaal, there arose the
mightiest poltical force that has exist-
ed in England in modern times.” The
Rt. Hoa. Joseph Chamberlain., in ths
midst of the great conflict that was
raging in South Africa, promised the
laboring people of England that the
acquisition of the Transvaal would pro-
vide an outlet for the surplus labor of
England at high wages, as it would
bring the invaluable mines of that
country under British control. He was
returned to power on that proposition
and made a settlement witn the Trans-
vaal in the interest of the British peo-
ple. Did he send the surplus labor of
England to the Transvaal? The same
government negotiated, under an in-
denture with the people of China, for a
supply of servile labor from China
from the mines of the Transvaal. This
does not seem to be pertinent to the
subject, but thig is the point I wish to
make, What did the English people
think of that transaction? What hap-
pened the moment they discovered that
they and their friends had to compete

in South Africa with this servile Chi-
nese labor? They had never experi-
enced the competition of Chinese labor
before and knew nothing about it. But
because British interests were being
affected economically in one part of
the empire, there arose in England the
mightiest political force of modern
times, which on that same question
swept the Conservative government out
of power, and the Libera] government
was elected on the oromise that it
would change the condition of affairs
in the Transvaal by giving that colony
legislative authority to pass an or-
dinance doing away with Chinese labor.
This is a clear evidence of the feeling
of the British people on this subject
when they are brought into contact
with it.

‘What is the history of this question
in Canada? Just twenty-five years ago
the member for the district which I
have the honor to represent in this
House, Mr. Gordon, the member for
Vancouver Island, submitted to this
House the following resolution:

“That in the opinion of this House it
is expedient to enact a law prohibiting
the incoming of Chinese to that portion
of Canada namead British Columbia.”

Sir John Macdonald requested the
withdrawal of that resolution on the
promise that he wotuld appoint a royal
commission to investiga*s the question.
That commission was appointed in the
following year, the commissioners be-
ing the Hon. the Secretary of State
and the Hon. Justice Grey of the Su-
preme Court of British Columbia. At
that time the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way was under construction and hun-
dreds of Oriental immigrants had been
brought into British Columbia for the
purpose of working on that railway.
The commissioners reported to the
House that it seemed to them that
that work could not be‘carried on
without the assistance of Chinese la-
bor. Now, Sir, I am not prepared to
criticize the condition that existed
twenty-five years ago. I am not pre-
pared, even for a political reason, be-
cause a Conservative government was
then in power apd its ministers stated
that in their opinion Chinese labor was
a necessity to the construction of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, to take the
ground that they were mistaken iIn
their judgment.

What I say is that that was the
foundation of the importation in large
numbers of Orientals and that the
Commons reported ir favor of it.
vears later the government of the Iate
Sir\ John Macdonald put on a head-
tax of $50. Th was the year 1886.
All through this period the people of
British Columbia were petitioning and
protésting against Chinese immigra-
tion. The whole question was sup-
posed to have been settled up to 1899,
when the matter was brought by the
British Columbia members very strong-
ly to the attention of this government.
This government doubled the head tax
from $50 to. $100, and the following year
it appointed a royal commission with
instructions to inquire and report In
order that this question might be fin-
ally settled. They made their report.
I think in 1902, and they revorted im
favor of a $500 head-tax. The govern-
ment carried out the suggestions of
that commission. The people of Brit-
ish Columbia had never asked, through
its cepresentatives, for aay larger re-
striction. There is not a petition in
this House, ever made to any federal
government for any larger restriction
than the imposition of a $500 head-tax
on Chinamen.

But there is an important argument
in connection with the Japanese immi-
gration. The Japanese has become a
factor in British Columbia betweéen the
time when this commission began its
inquiry and the date of its report. In
1898 there was no Japanese question in
British Columbia. The Japanese began
to come in at that period, and before
this commission got through it had to
consider the question of Japanese la-
bor in that province. In 1901, at the
last census, there were 4,300 Japanese
in British Columbia. But I find in this
~eport somethirg very .important. of
which this House and the government
ought to be reminded, and that is that
during the sittings of that commission,
the Japanese consul in Vancouver vol-
untarily proposed to the commission to
use his influence in favor of the regu-
lation of the Japanese influx into Brit-
ish Columbia. The commissioners re-
ported that as the Japanese authorities
had voluntarily consented to regulate
the immigration of their people into
Canada, it was important that this
should be understood as a settlement
of the question, at any rate for that
present time. And I think I am right
in stating that, on the strength of that
report, and based on the regulation
which the Japanese consul had volun-
tarily accepted, the reeommendation
was made to this government that in
consideration of this understanding
there was no need for legislation
against Japanese immigration; and no
legislation was passed that time or
since:

“The emigration of Japanese has for
the present practically ceased, only
fifty-six having arrived at Canadian
ports in the last six menths of 1901.
This is doubtless owing to instructions
given to local authorities by the Min-
ister of State for Foreign Affairs for
Japan instructing them to prohibit en-
tirely the emigration of Japanese la-
borers destined for Canada or the
United States.
favored by a copy of these instruc-
tions, through the Japanese Consul at
Vancouver, which is as follows:

Department of Foreign Affairs,
Tokio, Aug. 2, 1900.
To the Governors of the Prefectures:
You are hereby instructed to pfohibit

Two.

The commission was |

entirely for the time being the emigra- |

tion of Japanese laborers for the Do-

minion of Canada or for the United

States. VISCOUNT AOKI,
Minister 6f Foreign Affairs.

The commissioners appreciated that
instruction and reported to this gov-
ernment that they did not consider it
at all necessary to pass any legislation
sc long as, that* understanding was
maintained. The question, to all prac-
tical intents and purposes, was settled
up to 1906. Speaking only for myself,
I want to state plainly to this House
that from the period- when the $500
head-tax was imposed on the Chinese
and from the time when there was an
understanding between this govern-
ment and the government of Japan, by
reason of which no legislation was im-
rosed against the Japanese—from that
period up to last year, when the treaty
was considered and endorsed, I am not
aware that there was any serlous Japa-
nese or Oriental question in British

| knew
| been brought into
| The reason he presented was very far-
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Columbia. Some will agsk: Did not the
legislature of British Columbia seek to
impose restrictions during all this per-
iod? Is it not true that the legislature
sought to impose regulations or restric-
tions, from year to year, during the
very period when you say there was a
complete settlement, and was it not
through the influence of the Imperial
authorities on the Dominion govern-
ment that these provincial acts were
disallowed? I want to say that there
was no public agitation in favor of any

commenced.

were not making a political football of
this question, but what I do say is that
during the period I have stated, from
1902 to the beginning of 1907, there was
no public demand for any increased
restrictive legislation against Orientals
coming into British Columbia. So far
as I am concerned, I understand, when
I endorsed that treaty in January, 1907,
that it was in the public interest, so
long as Oriental labor was provided
against. I endorsed that treaty be-
cause there was no demand madé upon
me in my district in favor of increased
restriction and because I understood
that that immigration was absolutely
regulated by the understanding be-
tween the federal government and the
government of Japan, and that the
practical results of that understanding
were quite as effective up to that period
as if there had been positive enactment.
Where is one thing more which it is
important to mention. The Chinese
question had become entirely obliter-
ated, as the "ead-tax had operated al-
most to their entire exclusion. Let me
give the House the figure. The tax was
imposed in 1903. In 1904 only three
Chinamen came into British Columbia.
Of course I am estimating the number
of Chinese immigrants, by dividing the
amount of tax collected by 500. There
were only $1,500 collected in 1904, which
would give only three Chinese. There
were only eight Chinese immigrants in
1905. In 1906 there were twenty-two,
and in 1907 ninety-one. But from the
first day of January, 1907, up to the end
of October of the same year, T am sur-
prised to find there were 829. Before
I am through I propose to try to ac-
count for this sudden increase.

For five years it was aTmost prohibit-
ed, the passage of that law and the
imposition of the tax almost completely
stopped this immigzstion. But in this
present year we see that 829 Chinese
have paid the head-tax to get into
Canada, a matter with which I shall
perhaps deal later on. After the en-
dorsement of the British treaty by this
parliament a very sudden change oc-
curred in British Columbia. The Hin-
dus had then been coming in for a year
before, but their appearance, although
it created some excitement, was never
considered by the commercial and in-
dustrial interests of British Columbia
generally as being as serious a ques-
tion as the importation of Chinese or
Japanese. There were two reasons for
this: The Hindu was not a commercial
advantage to the average employer, he
was not as suitable a workman, he
could not be employed with the same
percentage of benefit and interest, and
in the second place neither the condi-
tions nor the climate nor the surr$und-
ings were suitable to the individual
himself. Thus the competition of the
Hindus in British Columbia was never
expected to be very sirious. But the
strange thing-is that in this very per-
iod of 1907 nearly 900 Chinese paid the
$500 head-tax to get into Britisk Col-
umbia and enormous numbers of Japa-
nese came in in the same period. I
shall give to the House a statement of
the importations of Orientals into Can-
ada for the last seventeen months. Ac-
cording to my calculations and infor-
mation gathered from the immigration
department of the government, nearly
9,000 Japanese entered British Columbia
in less than sevenfieen months; 1,000
Chinese came into British Columbia in
the eight months of the present year,
and in the past, seventeen months 4,800
Hindus entered British Columbia. I
wish also to give a statement of the
number of Hindus alone -entering Brit-
ish Columbia in the whole period, as I
do not think it has ever been presented
to this House.

1904-i
1905-6. .

45
.. 387
..2,124
8 months of present year..1,956

4,512

According to the best information I
can gain, of that 4,512 British Indians
who came into British Columbia, 1,421
left for the United States, leaving a
balance of 3,091 remaining in British
Columbia. Thus we see that 9,000 Japa-
nese, 1,000 Chinese and 3,500 Hindus
have come into that province, according
to my calculation, although I have not
been able to arrive very definitely at
the numbers. Still there are undoubt-
edly many thousands of Orientals in
that province.

It seems to me importgnt to find out
the cause of this. How was it that a
certain class of Oriental labor was able
to pay $500 a head to come into this
country? How was it that such a num-
ber of Hindus were brought into that
province in the same year? How was
it that such a large number of Japan-
ese already in British Columbia, were
brought in in the same year 1907? The
hon. leader of the opposition (Mr. R. L.
Borden) when he was in British Co-
lumbia spoke about this subject in
Victoria, and I nad the honor of listen-
ing to him. He suggested—he did not
think I should put it even more mildly
state very emphatically, in fact
I think I should put it even more
mildly and say he insinuated—but at
least he left the impression that he
the reason why Japanese had
British Columbia.

fetched, and subsequent official corres-
pondence and events have demonstrat-
ed that his theory was absolutely
wrong, his reason was not a reason at
all. He suggested the extraordinary

reason that Mr. W, T. R. Preston, who

| was tragically described as a discred-

|

who had been superinten-
dent of immigration in Great Britain,
wno was not believed by his own col-
leagues, who could not be believed on
oath, Wwas the cause of the Japanese
immigration into British Columbia. ~ I
h Mr. Preston. I took
the opportunity during the investiga-
‘Lot ur M. Preston’s work in connec-
tion with the labor bureau in Eng-
land to cross-examine Mr. Preston my-
self and I must admit that I am not
absolutely sure that he did not do more
than he was ever paid for doing and
was understood to be doing in con-

ve no brief for
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then I suppose hon. gentlemen

that those who would promote 1}
terests could not be believed or

so perhaps it will be of no use t

the orders in council by which he
appointed commercial agent to J
until six months after the cont
were made in British Columbia
which the Japanese were brought
this country. I think it is fair to
that much in Mr. Preston’s defence T
am not criticising the statement «f
the hon. the leader of the opposition
(Mr. R. L. Borden) for the sake of do-
ing it, and I would not have referred
to this except that it has been brought
up in the Conservative press as a good
argument and it shows that it must
have been difficult for my hon. fri

to find a reason.

I wish now to come to the real rea-
son of the importation of a large n
ber of Orientals within such a
period. We have some informat
The government sent Mr. Mackenzie
King as a commissioner to British (o-
lumbia to look into this question, and
I have before me two of the con-
tracts that were made, part of the evi
dence given before the commissi
that account absolutely for the imr
gration of the Japanese into British
Columbia at this period. These con-
tracts were made with the Wellington
Coal Company and the Canadian Pa-
cific Railway Company. As regards
the Grand Trunk Pacific, I cannot
speak so positively. I have looked over
the evidence tu see if the Grand Trunk
Pacific had made contracts
them in, but I did not find it. 1
over the evidence conscientiously, and
according to that evidence I found that
two contracts were made, one by the
Wellington Coal Company and the
other by the Canadian Pacific Railway
and these explainh fully the large influx
of Orientals into British Columbia, t}
yvear. I desire to call the nature of
these contracts to the attention of the
government. I do not think it ought
to be possible for contracts to be made
to bring Orientals into this country, or
to bring in skilled labor of any kind,
unless these contracts are authorized
and supervised by the government. T
hope the government will give
consideration to that opinion. These
contracts do not constitute a volun-
tary agreement between free and inde-
pendent' men, but between an irre-
sponsible company and corporate
wealth in Canada. I do not think that
any financial company ought to be au-
thorized to bring in servile labor to
Canada. Who compose the Wellington
Coal Company? The Wellington Coal
Company is presided over by Mr. Duns-
muir, the present Lieutenant-Governor
of British Columbia. I am not asso-
ciating that position with the company,
I am simply stating that the Duns-
muirs were the principal owners of this
enterprise. Now the Wellington Coal
Company was an enormously subsi-
dized company for the purpose of
building a railway from _Victoria to
Nanaimo on Vancouver Island. It has
received a cash subsidy of $750,000, and
1,900,000 acres of land, free forever from
taxation. The Wellington Coal Com-
pany entered into negotiations with
certain Japanese who were at the head
of an organization called the Canadian
Nippon Supply Company, to bring in
500 Japanese laborers to work in the
coal mines.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to say that
while there is an intense feeling in
British Columbia against the coming
in of Japanese, there is a special ob-
Jection to the employment of Japanese
in coal mines. Every bit of restrictive
legislation in the provincial legislature
has been particularly directed against
the employment of Orientals in coal
mines. No man who knows anything
about coal mining can be ignorant of
the cause of this legislation. Twenty
years ago there were many serious dis-
asters in the coal mines on Vancouver
[sland, which were traceable to the
employment of Orientals. The Welling-
ton Coal Company and the Nanaimo
Coal Company came together twenty
vears ago and made an agreement that
they would never again employ Orien-
tals in their mines. But here is a con-
tract made to bring in 500 Orientals
vearly, for five years, to pay their
wages over to this Canadian Nippon
Supply Company, who will in turn pay
them over to the laborers. Here are
conditions in this contract making the
company responsibie ror consequences
if the white men strike against the em-
ployment of Japanese, thereby bring-
ing Japanese labor directly into com-
petition with white labor. Then the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company
made the same contract for the same
period, to bring in 2,000 Japanese. I
want to say that I am entirely opposed
to the possibility of such contracts be-
ing made in this Country, unless, as I
have already said, they are entirely
supervised by the government. I think
also that this principle should apply to
the contracts regarding all Kkinds of
labor. I hope the government, in fram-
ing their immigration policy, will ex-
ercise discrimination in allowing immi-
grants to come into this country under
contract. I think legislation should be
immediately passed forbidding the
making of contracts in Canada to bring
in labor from other countries.

Now, I will come back to the treaty.
The British treaty was ratified by this
parliament because it was thought it
would be in the commercial interest of
this country. It was not a question be-
tween Liberals and Conservatives,
every member in this House agreed
that it was a treaty commercially . in
the interest of Canada, and was likely
to develop trade connection with
Japan. My explanation has Dbeen
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given. I was as anxious as any mem-
ber of this House to make arrange-
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