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PLEA IN MITIGATION BY THE DEFRIDING OFFICER

¥r., President and Members of the Courts~

Gnr, Gezellk joined the Army in Toronte when he wes 18 years
H ollow the Army a8 & career, &nd he wae

{nfluenced in joining the Army by his fether's example, His
» was 8 member of the ! D + to the war for & good

of age. wished

yesre, end he served h th F. He went Overpeas,
gined the renk of RS he Roynl Cenedian Artillery.

he came to Shilo, where he did
hig basic training ruring the course of the basic training,
ap you will sber, ve had the big floods in B.C., and Gogelln,
together with e group from £hile, went to
steyed there for six weeks or more, living
the flood, After about six wesks, they came back to Ghilo,
snd found that their gquerters had been tsken over by Reserve
Yorce soldiers who were there for & week's camp, and instesad
of coming beck into nice quarters, they found themselves in
tents egein, It was raining this particular week, and this
cauged & bit of resentment in the minde of these young
goldiers, so a group of them went sbeent, Gezell included.

He went home to Toronto, and told his folks he was on & 1
day leave, At the end of thet time, he started out for £hilo,
but fear of the consequences caused him to chenge his mind
and he remained sbsent. Onr. Gazell admite he hes made &
mistake and he iz sorry for it.

T would 1like to eall the attention of the Court to the fact
thst Onr Gazell is e young men, and this being the first time
he had been ebeent from home, perhaps his decision wes made
from inexperience.

In passing sentence, I would 1ike the Court to take into con-
gideration the faet thet Gnr Gezell hes been in custody ewaiting
trisl for nearly sixty deys. This is nesrly half as long es he
has ectusl days of service in the Army. — —




