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vith the wicked in the chureh cannot fail
“Their word will eat as doth a canker.”

npt good manners,” The young of the flock are often more in-
dined to look at older professors for an example, than they are to
bok into the Bible. We do think that

thould call the chureh to the action of dis
ber is not decidedly pious,

toinjure the better disposed.
* Evil communications eor.

the time has come when it

eipline to know that amem-
It is not enough fo: the church that her
nembers are doing no particular harm; she must know that they are
il doing ‘particular good ; unless this is the case, the

ting much harm as ¢ no man liveth to himself.”

The influence of inconsistent professors tends #o paralyze the efforts
if the pastor. The conduct of such persons tends to undo through
ﬂ;c week that which costs the pastor hard study and labour on the
lord’s day—they pull down as fast as he builds up—they say to the
vorld that religion isnot of thatimportance which his sermons declare
tto be—they cause the way of truth to be evil spoken of—and in
" many instances stand between the souls of their neighbours and
ltheir children and God’s salvation. We do sincerely pity that faith-
il minister who is compelled to endure such painfal drawbacks on
lis usefulness as the inconsistent impose ; but witness them he must
util they are removed out of the way.
The retaining of members of the above stamp in the church,
n incorrect view of our strength., St
nde to the Association, of members
by that if members that are re

Y are necessarily

Zives
atistical returns are annually
in regular standing. Now we
tirned in this manner ought to be in-
y then is such return anincor-

2d, are not our
ame--and not the ¢ glory
es, can only be considered

tength.  They are our weakness—our sh
i Christ.” Such lifeless, fruitless branch
bincumbrances—destructive both of the vigor and beauty of the tree.
Whenever a church holds in its connection, and returns such =
s of professors as regular members, it muyst operate to the injury of
e individuals themselves. May not such #ay, ‘1 am considered as
thristian by the pastor and the church, who know how I live ; my
cannot be at variance with christianity, or surely they would call
*10 account for my conduct. Or he may at length come to view
ligion with contempt, and infer that neither pastor mor people be-
"ewhat they profess, or they would certainly notice his delinquen-
% aud punish him accordingly. Thus one chief end of scriptural
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