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JPERA DAYS OF TWENTY YEARS AGD

N 3T. JOHN ARE VIVIDLY RECALLED

Local Theatre Man Discov-
ers Singer Who Amused
St. John People.

A visitor to Boston last’ week had
occasion to call upon the theatrical out-
fitting firm of Wolff Fording & Co,
and after making arrangements for his
purchases was referred to the head of
the firm, Mr. Wolff. Upon completing
negotiations the address St. John, N.
B,, brought a look of surprise to the
face of the white-haired theatrical ount-
y fitter.

“Are you from St. John, New Bruns-
wick?” Mr. Wolff inquired.

Upon being informed in’ the affirma-
tive the Boston man said:—“Why I
sang several seasons with the Baker
Opera Co., and other organizations in
that good old city about 20 years ago
and still have a number of very dear
friends living down there.” f

The St. John man was naturally very
much interested and himself recalled
the glorious days of the opera compan-
.jes mentioned and was delighted io
find that Mr. Wolff .was the irresist-
able comedian such a general favorite
with St.. John- people at that time,
associated in mich of his team-work
with one éequally funny, Woolly. For
more ‘than a half-hour the merchant
and his customer chatted merrily over
old theatrical times in this city and
judging from his speaking voice the SL.
John' man came to the conclusion that
Mr. Wolff could still sing a rollicking
role with the same resonance and ar:-
istry that helped make him'so popuisr
a generation ago.

_He has prospered greatly since t2av-

ing the stage and quite unknowa to his
interested customer up to the tire of
his personal visit business dsalings had
been going on with Mr. Wo!f’s firm
for several years. The cx-comedian
was glad to identify his customer as
coming from this city and at once the
business relations took on an intimacy
mutually pleasant. Wolff, Fording &
Co., occupy a large building in Elliott
street, Boston, and is the leading em-
poriim for theatrical accessories east
of New York.

ROBT. MANTELL IN
IMPRESSIVE RO LE

His Richileu in “Under The Red
Robe” Is Highly
Commended. =

New York, Nov. 16—“Under the Red
Robe” is the third production in New
York’s newest and most beautiful pic-
ture house, The Cosmapolitan, once the
dingy old Park Theatre. The colonial
setting for “Little Old New York”
has given way to a Louis XIII inves-
titure which is unquestionably one of
his master-pieces. Throughout the pic-
tire when' the interiors of the palaces
of the king and Richelieu are called
for, Mr. Urban has wrought with un-
stinted magnificence and historical ver-
acity.

The pity is that, for once, Mr.
Veiller has let a none too absorbing
romance go beyond the proper limits.
None of his centfifugal fashioning of
close-knit plot has stirred the gentle
current of this picture, which, with the
addenda of prologue and intermission,
wound its way close to the midnight
hour. Maybe, when sufficient tucks
eud pleats have been taken in its
flowing amplitudes, as would cut it to
the two-hour requirements of the or-
dinary picture theatre, it will match its
scenic splendors with enlivening tale.

The beginning and the end of the
picture are set in old Paris and it is
doubtfil if a more superb picture has
been screened than the great hall and
monumental stairease in the cardinal’s
palace—taken from the well-known
painting by .Gerome—with its hun-
dreds of courtiers and attendants in
the magnificent corumes of the period.

Robert B. Mantell is impressive as
Richelieu, and the various royalties are
effectively interpreted by ac all-star
cast. John Charles Thomas is & val-
iant hero, fighting on horse or on foot
as the case may be with signal success.
Alma Rubens is content to rely on her
gowns and carriage for her share in
.gf¥e. acting. Historically the picture

ticulates as well as such chorographic
accumulation of crowds and costumes
ever, permits.

-

Charlie Chaplin’s - first venture into

the movies was as a fat man. He did |-

not get far in this guise and tried
various other makeups, but they were
all unsuccessful until he hit on the
tramp idea.

STAR

MONDAY—TUESDAY

Gladys Walton

el INe

"Crossed Wires'

From “telephone bell” to “so-
ciety belle” overnight is the whirl-
wind experience of beautiful Mar-
cel. Madcap girl. she accepts the
opportunity that ‘crossed wires”
offers—gets an invitation to the
most exclusive society event of the
season—and goes! Marcel Murphy
—the sensetion of the evening until
Sensational, surprising develop-
ments—what a time for poor Mar-
geel! But it all works out into what |
you'll say is one of the most enjoy-
.able pictures ever! Don’t miss it!

“BUFFALO BILL”
. Serial Story.

PROMISING TALENT
AMONG CITY GIRLS

Miss Mooney’s Singing Gets
Favorable Comment—Olive
Rankine to Be Heard.

It is worthy of note that in connec-
tion with its’ twice-a-week orchestral
concerts Imperial Theatre s extend-
Ing the scope of its vocal offerings to
the vo mger group of singers in St.
Juhn and vicinity. The very com-
mendable singing of Bernice Mooney
last week showed the general public
that there xre good-performers amongst
the ’teen age students who give prom-
ise of a high type of artistry as years
of experience go by.

Indeed Miss Mooney, daughter of
Edward Mooneyv, contractor, is already
a vocalist of satisfying quality, and if
cue were disposed to express am opin-
ion upon her work as a student one
would find little to criticize other than
the quite excusable aud certainly-to-
be-expected stage nervousness and re-
straint. \

Miss  Mdoney sang ‘pretiily and
truthfully and was accorded the Hearty
weleome she deserved. :

Auother young contralto to beheard
at the Imperial during thé Christmas
vacation is Olive Rankine, dsughter
of Police Sergeant Rankine,' who iis
still pursuing her musical studies at
Mcunt Allison University. ¥

If the Imperial continues to be, in a
humble way, the “La Scala” of New
Brunswick in developing local talent
it will be a worthy fcllower of that
famous theatre in Milah whick has
been the birthplace of so many success-
ful careers amongst Italian singers.

(ISSIE_LOFTUS IS
AGAIN TRIOMPHING

Twenty  Ushers. Required to
‘Carry Floral Tributes to
Stage.

New York, Nov. 16—Cecilia Loftus,
more affectionately known in several
countries as Cissie Loftus, is again in
the United States for a vaudeville tour.
She is playing in.the Palace Theatre,
New York, this week, and her work is
as wonderful as ever.

To excel as either actress, singer, or
in- giving imitations, “is considered
enough as one woman’s accomplish-
ment, but Miss Loftus has reached the
high point in all' three fields of en-
deavor. Whether as leading lady for
E. H. Sothern and Sir Henry Irving,
or in the titlé role of “Peter Pan,” or
star of several other prodictions, Miss
Loftus has earned admiration as a
dramatic artist, and as the head of
comic opera companies, she surprised
by her versatility; but it is through
her imitations that Cissie Loftus has
endeared berself to the largest public.
Imitations as offered by Cissie Loftus

of art.

An audience that filled every avail-
able space of the large Palace Theatre
—and which included Blanche
John Drew, Irene Bordoni, Nora
Norman Hapgood, Olga Petrova, Sam
Bernard, Hassard Short, Eva Le Gal-
lienne, Jeanne Eagels, Helen Mencken,
Lynn Fontanne, May Irwin and Alice
Delysia—gave Miss Loftus a welcome
and, at the finish of her astonishing im-
personations of Jeanne Eagels in
“Rain,” Mrs. Fiske in “Mary, Mary,
Quite Contrary,” Harry Lauder, Ethel
Barrymore, Alice Delysia and Beatrice
Ferford, an ovation that must have
made. her realize how Americans feel
toward her. Twenty
in carrying flowers to the stage..

As a cifmax. to Miss-Loftus’ brillianr
half-hour, Miss Nora Bayes, who sat in
a front row seat, was invited to come
tipon the stage and sing one of her
populsr songs. Miss Loftus’ imitation
of Miss Bayes was voted much more
like Miss Bayes than Miss Bayes her-
self, vividly recalling the story that
Charles Chaplin, arriving in a western
town some years ago, and hearing that

held that night, decided that it would
be amusing to don his make-up and en-
ter the contest unknown to the judges.
He was awarded third prize.

MONDAY—TUESDAY_
Through Seas of Flame—
With the Girl Who
Wrenged Him!

Through seas of flame, while hun-
dreds held their breath, he had
plunged, reeled, fought through to
safety with the girl who had
.wronged him, “framed” him into a
hateful marriage! Did he forgive
her?

See this
Big

vipping love story of the
orth Woods! Thrills!
Heart-Interest!

WM. DESMOND

L IN-

“McGUIRE

OF THE

MOUNTED”

“TWO AUCTIONEERS”
Comedy.

“UNDER THE BORDER”

Alexandra Chapter, 1. O. D. E.

" 'AUTUMN TEA and SALE
Temple Building, Main g!nzt.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20th, from

4 to 6.30 p. m.
Tickets, 35 cents.

1708-33-20

Another Movie Romance

Billie Dove, former star of Ziegfeld’s Midnight Frolic, and a
movie actress for several years, recently married Irvin Willat, mo-
tion picture director, making one more romance of the silver sheet
for fans to talk about. ’ -

VISITING FILM MEN LIKE N. B.. '
WOODS AND PLAN TO RETURN

- decided to make the visit, his first one this far east.
M. Bache was accompanied by -H. O. Schwalbe, secretary treasurer of the;

stand the highest test of genuine work |.

1?utes, !
ayes,

ﬁxshers assisted :

a Charlie Chaplin contest was to be|!

L. Bache of Toron'to, Canadian general managef of First Natioria[ Pic--

tures, was in town last week visiting his corporation’s branch presided over -

by William J. Melody. Mr. Bache had not intended . dropping in upon St
John but being as far east as our famous moose haunts in York county:
On the hunting trip

First National Pictures’ Corporation of the world, and one of the outstand-
ing figures in filmdom. . !

Nathan Gordon of the important Gordon theatrical interesis of Boston,
was alfSo in the party as'well as Max Schumann, a partaer. The quartette
had a wonderful timé in the woods running down our big game, of
they got plenty.

WILL COME AGAIN. - .

Mr. Bach reports that the other gentlemen were so excited over their
exploits that they intend qmaking it an annual affair, if not semi-anaual, and
the Toronto man has commissioné® local parties here to arrange for a sal-
mon drift on the Cain River next May, when the New York and Boston par-
ties will come with other friends. Thus does the fair fame of New Bruns-
wick as a playground for well-to-do and generous tourist spread like wildfire
once they get a sniff of our wonderful hunting-ground and capture some of
its trophies.

- {
Power and William Donohoe; judges,
Major Edward Mooney, Lawrence Me-
Officials for tonight’s boxing show | Larén; timers, Fred : Logan, John
at the Armories: Referce, James| Daley; announcer, William Case. =
1 { .

Offtbials for Toaight,

which

BECGARS' OPERA
- S STILL RUNNING

Notice of Withdrawal Caus-
ed Such a Rush Closing
is Postponed.

B

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

London, Nov. l.—Visitors to Ion-
don who ran down to Hammersmith
to see the Beggar’s Opera when they
were last in London two or three
years ago may be astonished to know
it is still running merrily. I fancy
Nigei Plsyfair, if he had not made a
small fortune out of it, would end up
by hating the thing. He has made sev-
eral attempts to coax it off, and start
something new and novel. The last
attemp! was about a week ago, when
it was officially announced that the
Gu¥ masterpiece would be withdrawn
at’last at the end of the week.
The news caused such a box-office
rush that it has now been decided the
opera must be allowed to run on untily
Christmas anyway. Apparently the
Beggar’s Opera has become an incur-
atle habit with lots of London play-
guers. Some have attended once or
twice a week regularly for years.

Showmen Say “Kiki”
. Will Earn Million

Boston, Noy, 19—Showmen say, that
David Belaséo will win almost a mil-
lion on “Kiki,” with Lenore Ulric as
+he star. This is the third season for
the show and it is today the biggest
money w'nner on the stage.

During the four weeks that “Kiki”
has beeu in Boston it has had a total
gate of $86,000. This will give Belasco
about $60,000 for his share. His over~
head will not exceed $20,000 in the four
weeks, While “Kiki" doesn’t draw as
much money as the “Follies,” yet it
shows a much greater profit because of
‘ne small overhead:

Tne Belasco show has played to
capa-ity st every performance and
could keep on doing it for two months
more, but it had to leave to make
reom: for “Liltle Nellie Kelley.”

MARRIAGE AS IT IS

We are very proud to have the
privilege of commencing publication
in the December issue of the sanest,
wisest -novel of modern marriage we
have yet seen—“Judd & Judd,” by
Nalbro Bartley. Mrs. Bartley is not
biased, she is not_ old-fashioned, she
is not a rabid feminist—she is an in-
telligent woman who sees all round
the problem of marriage, knows that
something must be done about it if it
is to be saved. It is only by such
tréatment “as this that progress can
be made.. We have had enough ran-
corous literature on this ' subject;
enough flippant writings. Here, at
last, is a strong, wholesome story of
an average marriage under average
conditions, of people of modest income
fine decent folk who want to make a
beautiful thing of life, and although
there are jazz people in it we shall see
how much they count—From the De-
signer Magazine for December.

. Mae Murray buys more clothes than
anyone else in tbe movies. They say
she has been known to change her
gewn four times ip~one evening.. No
ané loves ‘thelimelight better than

" {|Mae Murray.
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QUEEN SQUAR'

TODAY and
TUESDAY

Don’t Fail to See

Mary Carr

LIN
9

oyal Lives

A Smashing, Crashing Melo-

drama of the Mail Service.

THRILLS—PATHOS—
LAUGHS
All in This Big Film.
- A Picture You'll Always

Remember.

2 REEL COMEDY

PP
e v,

Of “OVER THE HILL”

Fame.

DO YOU REALLY LOVE YOUR WIFE?

SPECIALS

“Face to Face”

Western Drama.
Two Reels.

UNIQUE

A Splendid Program for the
First Half of the Week.

SPECIALS

. “Fool Proof”

Christie Comedy.
Two Reels.

A photodrama of
single women who
would be married
and married wom-
en who would be
single—a tale of
foolish  husbands
and wise wives.

T

with
E.K.LINCOLN

MATINEES oy
FLIORENCE DIXON

Every Day at
2 and 330

10c—15¢ and Youn

A Drama of Ol1d Husbanads
f‘Wives,
and Young Husbands and Silly Wives

Is it true that to-
day, as in the ages
past, a woman’s
love and eoul is
bought for tinkling
| gold, her ocaresses
sold across the bar-
gain counter to the
highest bidder?

EVENINGS
At 7 and 840

'15¢—25¢

LOCAL BOY CLIMBS
IN MUSICAL- WORLD

Clarence Causton Now Playing
First Violin in Toronto
" Orchestra.

In a programme of the Toronto
Symphony festival of recent date the
name of Clarence Causton is found
amongst the first violinists. Mr.
Causton, son of R. A. Causton, the
well-known letter-carrier of this city,
was, taught his art in this city, and
afler playmng in several local orches-
tras took up moving-picture orchestral
work in Toronto.

Tle Symphony of that city is largely
recrvited from the orchestral talent
rundabout, and it is gratifying to
know that another St. John hoy has
been found worthy of a chair in the
“firs1” section of so big a band.

Mr. Causton, Sr., is a talented flutist
and piccolo player, being a member of

IS MADE FOREMAN
AT ROUND HOUSE

It was learned at the C. N. R. round
house here last night that James Cum-
mings, who has been an employe of the
round house at Point du Chene for a
year or more, has been promoted to
the position of night foreman in the
St. John round house. Mr. Cummings
has taken up his new duties.

CONCERT
d

~ An
ILLUSTRATED LECTURE
ON IRELAND-
By MR. H. S, CULVER

Mission Church School Room
‘ Paradise Row
MONDAY EVENING, NOV, 19
8 P.M. Tickets 252c.
11-20

one of our local bands.

Use the Want Ad. Way

IMPERIAL THEATRE TONIGHT—8.15

SEAT SALE FROM 10

A. M A
— — ——————

FREDERIC_ LONSDALE
Lyrics BY
8 CapT HARRY GRAHAM
MuSIc BY
HAaROLD FRASER SIMPSON
FCLiFFORD HARRIS
VALENTINE & JASW.TATE

e

PRICES: Orch. and Boxes, $23
Balcony, 75c. to $3.50. Choice
seats still available.

Stanley M. Vermilyea Presents the Colorful and Irresistibly
: Tuneful Musical Comedy

Introducing to Eastern Canada the well-known Metropolitan
stars—Fthel Walker, Donald McMillan and Walter Greaza.

- CHORUSES AND ENSEMBLES OF THIRTY-FIVE
SRSttt i

BY ARRANGEMENT
WITH THE ESTATE OF
GEORGE EDWARDS
LQNDON.ENG.
PRESENTED IN ITS
ENTIRETY WITH COMPLETE
Cast & CHORUS

Lower Floor ....$3.00
{cony ° 75
Rear Balcony .. 50

MAT.TUE.

TEL. M. 1363
The F.JAMES

OPERA HOUSE

O .

CARROLL PLAYERS

INTERPRETERS OF CLASSIC AND MODERN DRAMA
ALL THIS WEEK

.. The Famous Racing Play ofl
the Age

THE
BEST

YET

“In Old Kentugky” so=rese

With MADGE THE KENTUCKY GIRL Winning the Derby

‘Elaborately Staged with
. Realism and Atmosphere

SEE |

ONE OF AMERICA’S GREATEST PLAYS

After the matinee tomorrow afternoon Miss Kelton
will hold a reception on the stage. -

=

PALAC

MONDAY and
- TUESDAY

]

All the tense mo-
meants, all the rich
romance, all the
splendid heart-in-
terest of all the
Metghan pictures—

in

\

one glorious

production.

BY REX

s

L L L e O W T r(u|;m|ur"-,mwmu‘;\m L e T T

ADOLPH TUKOR. PRESENTS

omas Meighan
"The Neer-Do-Well

Ly e T R A T R ST LR T G

“Second Childhood”’—Christie Comedy

MBIy

BEACH

il.‘lllllllllllllllll.lIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

WED:—“SLANDER THE WOMAN”

NORTHERN WASTES
‘DEPIGTED IN FILMS

Pictures of Hammer’s Ai
Trips From Spitzbergen
May Aid Amundsen.

Motion pictures taken over the far
northern wastes as far as the eighty-
third degree were shown last week for
the first time at a projection room in
the Interocean Buildirig in West Forty-
second street, New York. The flights
were under the command of Captain
Hakon Hommer, who made Spitzber-
gen his base. It was explained that
the ' pictures might assist -those who

accompany Captain Ronald Amund-
sen when he attempts to fly to the
North Pole next year.

It is explained in the subtitles of
these pictures that one is looking upon
craters, ice cliffs and mountains that

.| have never before been seen by human

eyes. Twenty-one flights were made
in all, and the longest lasted abott
seven and onc-half hours, covering a:
distance from Spitzbergen and return
of about 750 miles. Except for one or
two sequences nothing living is shown
in these pictures, which take up about
half an hour. Maps are included on
the screen for the purpose ot explain-
ing the route taken.

Captain Hammer explained that in
the first instance the flights wére made
with the idea of rescuing Amundsen,
then in Alaska, contemplating a flying
trip to the pole. Captain Hammer said
that Amundsen’s machine would never
have been able to cover the entire dis~
tance from Alaska to Spitzbergen.
Captain Hammer added that his flight
was in a northeasterly direction anfl
that when he turned back he was
about 600 miles from the Pole. He
said he made flights in April and May
last year, there being, of course, con-
stant daylight, the temperature everag-
ing about gzero. Captain Hammer will
accompany Amundsen on his flying
polar trip next year, when Dornier
machines will be used. These ma-
chines are made in Italy and Germany.
In the longest flight the altitude aver-
aged more than 4,000 feet, but for cer-
tain periods they had to go up to near-
ly twice that altitude to clear the high
peaks.

As might be expected these pictures

are only interesting because of the ex-
planations as to where they were taken.
The high mountains,-and the ‘expanses
of water do not differ much from
those which might be taken in any
other uninhabited northern zone.
- Captain Hammer was accompanied
by a pilot and a photograpiier. It was
said that the pilot after flying 200
miles wanted to continue on the jour-
ney and that Cabtain Hammer to
make him turn aboit had to threaten
him with a revolver. Captain Ham-
mer said that no matter what success
they might have had, he did not wish
to attempt the flight to the pole with-
out Captain Amundsen.

Gossipy Notes of
The Screen People

Samueld Goldwyn, in his recent book
“Behind The Screen,” pays the high-
est possible tribute to Mary Pickford.
He thinks she knows actually more
about the moving picture business in
all its details than anyone else con-
nected with the industry. She achiev+
ed this knowledge through her tremen-
dous capacity for work.

No one picked Mary Pickford as a
possible star when she first appeared
in the movies. After her fitst picture,
the management' was about to dis-
charge her, because they thought she
was too chubby.

Mary Picford has always had a great
head for business. She is considered
as great a business woman as she is an
actress. When she made her first suc-
cess and was getting as high as $1,000
a week, she and her mother continued
to live in a three-room flat in New
York. She spent little money for
plothes and few people ever saw her
:in anything but a plain blue serge
Tess.

Mary Pickford has always succeeded
in winffing the friendship and admira-
tion of men. But few women know
her well. Marshall Neilan, the direc-
tor, was a great friend of Mary’s, and
she never rested until she gsecured
Neilan a chance. Now he is near the
top of the directors’ Jist. The greater
part of Mary Pickford’s wealth is in-
vested in Canada, where she was born
and brought up. Her mother has con-
trolled many of her investments.

Edna Qoodrich, the tamous stage
beauty, once the wife of Nat Goodwin,
was given a contract at a very large
figure, with the expectation that her
beauty would make an enormous hit
on the screen. She failed absolutely
because she could not warm Gp. Her
personality was too cold.

Theatre Inaugurates

Novgl Word Contest

An interesting little contest is being
quietly  conducted by Imperial
Theatre in connection with a long tist
of film bookings being mailed to pat-
rons throughout the city. In this list
tl}ere are about sixty titles of coming
pictures. A cash prize has been of-
fered to thc person sending in the
cleverest ‘hundred-word storiette or
screed, using the titles of the photo-
rlays for sentence-building. | The use
of little conjunctive words is being
rermitted to link up these titles in a
smooth-running way and it is antici-
pated there will be some amusing re-
turns for judges to laugh over. Of
course the atubtlety of the scheme is
to get the people well acjuainted with
the subject matter of the shows that

arc to come.




