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kiitiMc'il 1 liuil no kOtiv r'niioii al'Otii n smiIi

I'oiripliiinarit. :\lr Toiiil»in« preHih>'il in

('•mipliiiiiaiil'i meoiitit; lioiiS'' Hip SiituJay
'

nfloriioori previcnis lo llit? mceiiiijj of the

council."

At lhi<< tiiiio ilif (Jdiiipl.uiiaui vv:is cnnhiirJ

to his linii^f liV illiK'SS, and he did not nuend
ihe (JoMiiiil. On ihc Sniurdav I'pforc ii

nsscniblKl, Mr. Tulilliins addf-ssed llir

CoMipl;iii)nm ihe fullowino; letter :

LivKRi'doL. Feb'v ')tli, ISJH.

•V/y diur Biulliir.— J will preach lor voii im

Snbliath aflernodn and t-xeiniig, if von will lake

ihe mornint; <rrvicp. I would advise von lo cull

a ipecial ('linrch meelinc lor MonHav eveiurii; at

tt o'clock I ihiiik you liid better cad it lo lake

into coiirideratiot) llie be^t riicans of proinoiinc il"^

(resent and Ititure welfare ol iIk; ( luircli o\er

wldcli yon preside, and for anv otiicr bnsiiic.sh -

ituit may be deemed of iiiiporinnce then. I woiiKI

earnestly ailvise yon lo call tins meeliiijj vonrself.

rather tliaii let (lie Chnrcb or Oeicoiis. which wf .

have advisi'd them to do if yon decline; 11 will

come vxith a much belter grace from von. I

Mould intreat ynu lo tender your resiunation to

that meeiing. I shall be glad lo render vou any
!

service in my po^<er, now or at anv fnlnr>' lime.

We will arrange lliat yon shall have ihe t'sli-

iDonials ol ibe Chnrcli and of ns vmir lireihren in

the Gospel, so that you may proceed wiih a firm

step into any oiher sphere of laboi . 1 am con-

vinced that you iimxt uhtmatdy resijin, or else

damage your character forever. Kverv hour the

matter is becoming worse and worse ; prav do
nut delay, trust the Lord, he will jirevide fur you
and bless you, if you depend .ipon him : we will,

cheerfully, on Monday before the meriine, and at

the meeting, and 1 think all may ho seiiled for

your mutual pood.

I am .sure I love yon and esteem von very

highly, for your works sake, and would advise

vou for your personal good ; with these feelings,

1 unhesitatingly advise you, in a dignified manner.
to resign your pastorship of the Church with
which you now are connected. Pray, my dear
brother, let no pecuniary consideration enter into

your raind as a Christian Minister; these ought
to be quite secondary.

God will open a door for you, and provide for

you. To Slav is ruin to yourself and lo this

Church.

Willi much afTeciion, believe mo. dear brother,

Youre very truly,

FREDK. TOMKINS.
Rrv. James Mklvin.

Simultaneously with his writing- this letter,

lie prepared a paper, of which the following

is a copy :

LiVKRPooi,, N. S., Feb'y .5, 1848.
We, the undersigned Deacons and Members of

Ihe Congregational Church in Liverpool, are of
M*.z.:— *l._* :. -"-11 L- f '- .1-- . -If r .1
Opiiij.ji: ii:3t :: •feai ijc :vz •.::;; •.vf::::rc u; inc

Church to hold a special Church meeting on

Monday neM, ihn Tin )iikluiil. :u n\ ul l|i>; ilock
in Ihu c'vcninjj, lo enquire inio the Ik'^I nieuiis In

••cure tho prevent and future prodperily ot the
Church, and w lial' ve: l)mine$» may he ilien found
necessajy to lon-iact . also, io geek ihe advice ol

a I'ouncil on l hat occasion in regard to ihe abovB
objfCts.

It is <.|'_Mi(d hv S:iiiin>l Kinnev. W- M.
I'loeiiinii. and Geoij^c Mil, .oil, ni'ncoii*,

and aho by .Nilsion .M'Looil and .losepli

I' reeniai;.

.V dnriuncnl in llie iiaiiil-writint; ol llu-

(.'oinplaiiiniit. of wliioli the iidlowin;; is n
oiijiy, i-< aNo 111 evuleiii-e :

Whereas a rniiioiir has been circiilaled touch
iMg llie moral chano-it r of the l{e\ . Mi. Melvin,
our Pallor. llie Church Inii invesiiijaied llin

matter of the report, and is I'nily bjli.'fied of hi*

iiinocenfe.

."iyiicd in llelialf of

'I'll.' Ijlinrcli,

Liverpool, Oct. Udii, ISIT.

ions McLF.Ol). Clerk.

JONATH.VN CHOWKLl,, .Afi.st Cl.rk

SAMLEL KINXKY. Deacon.
C;EI)HGF McLKOi). Deacon.
.lAMES CLFMKNT.S. Deacon.
WILLIAM H. FHFKMAN. Deacon
NATHAN ITPPEH, Ch^nrman.

:
On the evciiKi;^ of the 7ili Februarv, a

' meetingol incnibers of ilic rhurcli took pinrn

at the iiieetinj:^ house at Liverpool, and it

;
was agreed tiiat .Messrs Toinkins. Sierliiif,

;

David Freeman, and Milton, should retire

nnd consider the afi'airs of the cliurch ; liavinp

done so. they returned with a report written

by Mr. Toinkins. of wiiicli tlie following is

a copy :

LiVKKrooL, N. S., Feb'y 7ih, 184S.

To the Pastor, Ihacons, and McmbLrs of tff

Cougrtgalional (nurch >n Liccrponl, .Vwa
Scotia.

Dear Brethren in l/iv Lord.—We have care-

fully taken into coiisideraiion ihe legalitv of the
meeting of your Church, at which the Rev. James
Melvin tendered his resignation as pastor, '.id v»e

feel bound to state, in our judgment, that thai

meeting was a legal one in all respects. We
deem it of great importance to pronounce upon

I

the validity of ihis meeting, as it may affect the

I future interests of your Church.
i In regard to oiir dear brother in the bonds of

j
the Gospel, the Rev. James Melvin, your late

1
Pastor, with whom we deeply sympathize, it is

I

our very firm conviction that although we believe

I

his usefulness is by no means entirely at an end,

I

in this portion of the Lord's Vineyard, still we

I

think there are other spneres of labor in which he

I
may be much more extensively useful, than in

. thai in which he is now engaged : that is to say,

; i"i '•vriicu fio rnay iaoor wnri rriucn gicalci s^iis*

I
faction, as far as regards himself; and in which


