
lakes of Canada, to the extent of 1300 miles In
fliort, It prevents or fecurcs the junftion of the' two
frcnch colonies in Canada and Louifiana ; laid our
colonies open to the mcurfions both of the french
and their Indians, whilft it was in their hands j and
fecurcs them from both, if in our poflcflion
As to thofe immcnfc lakes, which are all'in a man-

ne^commanded by this fort, the reader need only
caft his eyes on a map of north America, to be
convinced of their importance. They afford by far
the mod noble and extenfive inland navigation in the
wor d. Whoever is the matter of them muft, fooner
or later, command that whole continent Thev are
all furrounded by a fine and fruitful country, in a
temperate and pleafant climate. The day may pof-
fiblycome when this noble country, which one would
thmk IS calculated for univerfal empire, will fufficient-
)y dilplay its own importance.
The affairs of Great Britain in Europe, were equally

g
orious i the fpirit of the nation was now accuftom-

ed to fuccefs, which diffufed a general joy over the
whole kingdom, the morejuft, as it was well founded.
1 he parliament, the miniftry, and every order of the
people, vied with each other in promoting the intereft
pi their country. What proved a great fpur to this
unanimity, was the vaft preparations that were mak-
ing

in all the ports of France, with defign to invade
Great Britain. Three different embarkations were to
be undertaken. M. Thurot, who had been fo ac-
tive in the command of a french privateer, the mar-
ihal dc Belleide, in deftroying the englifh trade, was
to command a Imall fquadron of royal Ihips, and fe-
vera! tranlports, from Dunkirk, which were intended
againlt Scotland. Great preparations were makine
in the ports of Normandy, for h fecond embarkation
againlt hngland, in flat bottomed boats of a new
conluiKftion, many of which, had been built far
tliat purpofe. i he third expedition, which was ima-
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