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considering all Presbyterians as foes. In
most other parti of Ireland, however, the
case was different. Wherever the bulk of
the population were Catholics, the De-
fenders formed the chief portion of the
United force ;-~or, rather, in such places,
the system of the Union degenerated into
Defenderism, assuming that character which
a people, lawless from having been them-
selves so long outlawed, might have been
expected to give it. Hence those outrages
and crimes which, perpetrated under the
name of United Irishmen, brought dis-
grace upon the cause, and alarmed more
especially its presbyterian supporters, who,
not without reason, shrunk from the
hazard of committing the interests of the
cause of civil and religious liberty to such
hands. Under this impression it was that
the leading United Irishmen of the Coun-
ties of Down and Antrim were anxious
to inculcate the notion that the Presby-
terians could dispense with Catholic aid

;

and so much had the repugnance of the
two sects to act in concert manifested
itself, that at a meeting of Captains, on the
31st of July, at Downpatrick, strong fears

. vi


