
FOREWORD m
ventions and the peace and arbitration and neu-
trality treaties of the existing type have proved
not to be worth the paper on which they were
written. This is because no method was pro-
vided of securing their enforcement, of putting
force behind the pledge. Peace treaties and
arbitration treaties unbacked by force are not
merely useless but mischievous in any serious
crisis.

Treaties must never be recklessly made; im-
proper treaties should be repudiated long before
the need for action under them arises; and all
treaties not thus repudiated in advance should be
scrupulously kept.

From the international standpoint the essential
thing to do is eflfectively to put the combined
power of civilization back of the collective pur-
pose of dviUzation to secure justice. This can
be achieved only by a world league for the peace
of righteousness, which would guarantee to en-
force by the combined strength of aU the nations
the decrees of a competent and impartial court
against any recalcitrant and offending nation.
Only in this way will treaties become serious docu-
ments.

Such a world league for peace is not now in
sight. Until it is created the prime necessity for
each free and liberty-loving nation is to keep itselfm such a state of efficient preparedness as to be


