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CHAPTER L
BOBK IN TBOUBLOUS TIMES.

During the latter part of the seventeenth
and the first part of the eighteenth century
England was the theater of stirring events.
War was sounding its clarion notes through
the land. Marlborough had achieved a series
of brilliant victories on the Continent, which
had filled and fired the national heart with the
spirit of military glory.

The English, at that time, had an instinc-
tive horror of popery and power. James II,
cruel, arbitrary, and oppressive, had been
hurled from the throne as a plotting papal
tyrant, and his grandson, Charles Edward,
known as the Pretender, was making every
possible effort to regain the throne and to sub-
ject the people to absolute despotism. To add
to their dismay, the fleets of France and Spain
were hovering along the English coast, ready,
at any favorable moment, to pounce upon her.
The means of public communication by rail-


