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INTRODUCTION.
NOtwithftanding the great improvement of

navigation within the laft two Centuries,

a Voyage round the World is ftill confi-

dercd as an enterprizc of a very fingular nature ;

and the Public have never tailed to be extremely in-

quifitive about the various accidents and turns of

tortune, with which this uncommon attempt is ge-

nerally attended : And though the amufement ex-

pedled in a narration of this kind, is doubtlefs one

great fource of this curiofity, and a ftrong incite-

ment with the bulk of readers, yet the more intel-

ligent part of mankind have always agreed, that

from thefe relations, if faithfully executed, the

more important purpofes of navigation, commerce,

and national intereft may be greatly promoted : For

every authentic account of torcign coall'i and coun-

tries will contribute to one or mc^re of thefe great

ends, in proportion to the wealth, wants, or com-

modities of thofe countries, and our ignon;nce of

thofe coafts ; and therefore a Voyage round the

World promifes a fpccies of information, of all

others the mod defirable and interclling ; Cnce

great part of it is performed in feas, and on coafts,

with which we are as yet but very impcrfcdlly ac-

quainted, and in the neighbourhood of a country

renowned for the abundance of its wealth, though

It is at the fame time ftigmatilld for its poverty,

in the ncceflfaries and couvcniencies ot a civilized

liffc.
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